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IjtOMEZ was only roufcd from his re- 
verie by a pcrfon who drew his coat. 
He turned round and perceived Maria, 
but could not utter a word. She was 
prudent from a fenfe of his danger, ad- 
dreiTed him by a different name, took 
his arm, and led him from the church 
to the gardens behind the convent. 

The duenna affured him of her friend- 
ship, and told him fhe had feen him 
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6 GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 

from the beginning of the moving cc- 
rcniony, which fhe had 'attended from 
her affeftion to her Eleonora ; and whom 
(he had vifited daily fince her entrance 
in the convent, and with whom (he had 
often recalled thofe happy days, in which 
he had pledged his zScQion to her. 
Gomez again protefted his affcftion, told 
her heri(ked his life in her purfuit j de- 
fired her to carry his wi(hes, his hopes, 
and his love to her, while frefh in her 
memorv : ^^. if (he rould bear h'jj; ^ 

fpark of the energy with which he felt 
and eixprejfcd them, his defires would 
be accompltflied. *^ Go," fdd Gomez, 
" tell her how I long to prove my a(fcc- 
^* tion unabated. Teach her, Maria, 
*• confidence in my truth. But (he has 
" no ungenerous diftruft. Tell her that 
** my only hope is centred in her; to 
" write to me all that her heart fuggefts, 
*« to unbofom all her thoughts to me, 
** and to repole with confidence in Go- 
" mez' honour. A fcttlemenc (hall 

" make 
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** make you happy, Maria; but be 
'^ careful of Eleonora, and balm the 
" forrows of my accomplifhcd darling. 
" Meet me here to-morrow." Maria 
promifed to wait on him ; and, after 
appointing the time, they parted. 

Eleonora was taken to her apartment^ 
and the phyfician of the convent was fcnt 
for. Her illnefs was attended with deli- 
rium. Her amiable and lovely friend 
Angelica no longer exifted to confole, 
in her turn, her fwcet companion Eleo- 
nora. A few days after fhe had begun 
the recital of her adventures, it was 
reported in the convent, that fhe had 
been found dead in her bed. The cere- 
mony of burial was performed in the 
ufual manner, and fhe was interred in 
the cemetery of the nunnery. Eleono- 
ra wept over her tomb, as fhe thought 
her dead. The fupcriors of the con- 
vent had circulated fuch a report, and 
had gone through the funeral ceremony, 

A 4 in 



8 GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 

in order to favc the honour of their 

■ 

houfe. While they were in the a6t of 
digging . her grave, Ihc; was happy in 
the arms of her lover. 

Thus deprived of her friend, when 
intervals of reafon gave her a refpite, fhe 
bewailed her lofs. Her fever continued 
long and violent, and fhe was once more 
at the point of death. Her mother's 
death, which was carefully concealed from 
her, happened at this period, or it would 
have cenainly ended her fufferancc. Elle- 
onora will be thought to have borne her 
fhare of the fufferings attendant on hu- 
manity, when wc recall her misfortunes 
from puberty upwards. Torn from the 
man (he had chofen ; and, from the do- 
cility of her temper and the dcfire of 
complying with folicitarion, obliged to 
retire to a convent, to take a veil, and, 
at the moment of confummating the ce- 
remony, to be driven to toadnefs by the 
prcfence of her long-loft enraptured lo- 

. ver. 
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yen Sometimes a lucid interval whif- 
pered fbture pleafure; but the fond 
thought was tranfient: the young defirc 
played around her for the moment^ when 
weaknejfs created apprehenlion^ and dc* 
fpair changed to madnefs. 

In this fituadon the duenna found her 
when flic returned to the convent. She 
found her in a kind of ftupor when the 
fever had abated^ and forbore to fpeak 
to her till flie was fully fatisfied that flie 
was fenfible of her prefehce. Maria at- 
tended her with a mother's diligence, and 
left her but a moment to keep her ap- 
pointment with Gomez, whom flie ac- 
quainted with her indifpofition ; and only 
told him that flie was too unwell to hear 
his name mentioned. Gomez conjured 
her to double her attention, and they 
parted with a promife of again fliordy 
meedng. 

A 5 Returned 
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Returned to the convent, fhe was cau- 
tioned not to enter the room, as the 
Sifter Tareftna (which was the nanie that 
Eleonora had fubftituted for her own, 
according to the cuftom) had fallen a- 
fleep, which was long and uninterrupted, 
and recruited her ftrength and expedited 
her recovery. The fever had abated ; 
and, from that time, her convalefccncc 
was progrcffive ; and, in few days after, 
fhe fpoke to Maria with calranefs and 
cbmpofure on the caufe of her delirium : 
that flie had feen her Gomez, but that 
he had long forgotten her ; but that fhe 
had treafured in her heart his protefted 
vows, and only wifhed . . . . " Deareil 
" Eleonora," faid Maria, *' I have feen 
" the fond man ; and it would take me 
years to tell you what he ran over in a 
moment, with an energy and fire that 
*^ overwhelmed me. Let me only fay, 
" and believe me, he is flill your's, the 
" unaltered Gomez. He has traverfcd 

" Europe 
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^^ Europe fince you have feen him> and 
** has ventured to return at the rifle of 
'' his life." — « Where is he r laid 
£leonora> and tinted. 

When (he had recovered, the du- 
enna explained by degrees the difguilci 
he had afiumed, the vifits he had made. 
^' O my Maria! how (hall I thank you 
<^ for this kindnefs, thb fweet informa- 
" tion ? Where is he ? When (hall 
" I (ce him ? How (hall I go to him ?" 
— ** No, Eleonora, you would rifk a 
*' difcovcry, and endanger his life." — '• 
*' Oh, not for worlds!" — " Where he 
** is I am ignorant," faid Maria, *' but 
" it is fufficient that he knows where 
you are. I (hall fee him in a few 
days : in the mean lime you may write 
** to him, which will relieve your dif- 
*^ traftcd and agitated mind, and fjjeed 
<^ comfort to his expeftant bofom. Com- 
*^ pofe yourfelf, my dear, and you (hall 
'* Ihortly fee him." — JEleonora threw 

A 6 her 






12 GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 

her arms round her neck^ and her tears 
fpoke. her gratitude. " I will do as 
" you delire. Yes, my Maria! I will 
** write to him, and I Ihall fee him 5 
** but I (hall be regulated by you; I 
*' will leave every thing to your difcre- 
'' tion." 

Gomez was difappointed of feeing Ma- 
ria for fome days, and he trembled for 
Eleonora's health. He walked from 
morning till night in the gardens of the 
convent, with his Petrarch in his pocket, 
which he occafionally looked at, in or- 
der to calm the anxiety of expedation. 
He fometimes piftured her in the arms 
of death, and was wild enough to ima- 
gine a defign of entering the convent, 
and taking one lad farewel$ but his 
reaibn foon correfted the mad inten- 
tion. At laft, Maria appeared, and Go- 
mez would have fliewn his anger at her 
ACgleft, had not pleafure, and the delire 
oi news from Eleonora, outweighed his 

rcfentmcnt* 
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refentmcnt. Maria told him that Elc* 
onora had been dangeroufly ill, and 
chat it had been impoilible to leave 
her till the moment of her arrival, and 
prcfented him with her letter. Gomez 
killed the fuperfcription, and the tears 
rolled down his face. He ran it over 
feveral times before he knew what it 
faid, but the words coming from her 
were fufficient to make him happy. He 
then inquired particularly about her healthy 
and the nature of her complaint; but 
the anfwers that were made to his in- 
quiries were given with an air of myf- 
tcry. He then read her letter again, and 
exulted in the favour, but fliU was ir- 
ritated at the duenna's concealment, and 
tore the blank leaves from his Petrarch^ 
and wrote her the following anfwer : — 
" O thou darling of my heart! how 
^' fhall I reach exprefTions to thank thee 
^' for this favour! how attain language 
<< adequate to thofe fond emanations of 
^^ that lovely, that all-perfeft, 'mind! 

^ Elconoral 
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'^ Elconora! Elconora! how ]smd^ how 
** pcrfuafivc, how gcnde^ how gencrotBi 
*' is my adored love! What fwcet at- 
^ tendon ! What a weight it has taken 
*' from my heart! What an oppref- 
" fion it has relieved me from ! And 
*' yet, how much remsdns! Her kt- 
** ter fliines with gpodnefs. How fweet- 
*' ly does the delicate idea fpeak in every 
*' line! How itiuch every litde word 
" recalls her to me! How like her- 
" felf ! Write thus, my darling! and 
^' I (hall attain that (implicity that can 
*' ak>ne paint affeftion. Give me, ah 
*' give me, my civine Elconora! give 
*' me again another afiurance of afiec- 
*' don ; write me another letter ; give 
** me but one line of that magic that 
*' is fo touching, fo fiill of fenfibility. 
** O my Eleonora ! I cannot write three 
** words confiftendy; I cannot tell you 
" what I have to fay, though my heart 
** burfts with every tenderncfs which you 
** can imagine. Tell me, my dear ! tell 

*^ me 
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<' me that you are well ; teU me that 
** your courage has not forfaken you. 
** My afFcftions arc ever the fame; the 
^' only conlolation in exile. Cheri(hed 
in filence^ irritated by combat, they 
are groWn more ardent by perfecu- 
Qon. Yes» my Eleonora! my uncon- 
** fcious beauty I yes, my ever-amiable 
^< woman I How much I wanted this 
** confolatory letter, where all tendernefi 
** is fo delicately portrayed! I hold ic 
** in my hand ; my eyes run over it with 
" delight 5 I kifs it j I cry : I read it 
<^ again; I breathe again; it gives me 
*5 new life. How ingenuous! how ini- 
" mitable! how energetic ! how ardent! 
<< and it exalts my mind to the fame 
*' elevation. I forget my own fituarion 
*' andyoufs; my misfortunes and your's ; 
<^ my uneafinefs, my fears ; all, all ; but 
** I fee you ; I fly to your arms, and the 
** illufion vaniflics ; my eyes fell on my- 
*• fclf ; I perceive my fituation, and the 
*^ tears inundate my ^c ; falutary tears> 

«' foftcncd 
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** foftcned only by the hope that you 

'^ yourfelf create. Yes, my Ekonora! 

" believe your Gomez, ^that his love for 

'^ you is the fupport and fourcc of his 

** life. You were very forrowful, though, 

** my Eleonora! when you wrote to me: 

'^ but calm the dear agitated bolbmi 

'^ of one thing you may be afiiired, that 

<* my mind is much more at eafe. Then 

** confole yourfelf, my fweet fparkkr! 

** Reciprocal advice, my Eleonora ! wiD 

*« increaie our hap{Hnefs, or rather dimi- 

^' ni(h our misfortunes. But, in the 

** mean rime, tell me, my ang^l! tell 

" me what confines you. Oh, tell me, 

•* tell me, I entreat you, by aU that is 

** dear to you, tcU me 6com your own 

" mouth; but do not deceive me ; above 

** all, do not difguile any thing from me ; 

" give me true and parricular details; 

^ tell me your lituadon, and how you 

** find yourfelf; but do not write to 

^ me, but when you can without ^dgue 

^ or iocoDvenicacc. O my heart's com- 

" fort! 






GOMIZ AND ELEONORA. I7 

^ forcl think that you are another felf, 
'^ think that you are the half of Go* 
^* mezj and that it is on his life that you 
'^ will attempt in not taking care of your 
^' own: tlunk but thus, my Eleonora! 
^' and as, by your wiflics, you dircft my 
" opinion, my darling will follow my 
^^ advice, and I am confident. I forefec 
" and pierce through the cloud that fur- 
^' rounds us ; and, as we have long been 
^' united by fcntimcnt, we ihall be by 
f* love. Oh, no joy, no wifh of exif- 
^* tence, no thought, can reach this har- 
^* rowed heart, but that fond hope which 
^* ftill animates me. My Eleonora, a- 
^* dieu ! adieu, my only love ! my heart's 
^^ idol 1 my Ekpnora 1 I have no more 
'* paper." 

The letter was given to Maria to carry 
to Eleonora, Gomez entreated her af- 
fiftance to fee her, and fuggefted a hun- 
dred means, which were all rejedled. 
Eie accufed her of coldnels, and (he him 

of 
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of beii^ too langinne. She dioi^ht cvei 
fchcme impradical^^ and he choi^ 
every obftacle funnountaUe. 

In every great defign the end fhould 
be feen with ardour and enthufiafhi, ifl 
order to infure fuccefs. The end not 
attained^ die projeft we treat with con- 
tempt, and the projeftor is configncd 
to obloquy, while the chance might have 
made him a hero. Had Cseiar loft 
Pharlalia, the world had condemned him 
for pafling the Rubicon. Csefar was 
^ great a lover as a warrior. Mark 
Antony renounced the fceptre, and 
clafpcd the world in Cleopatra's zone. 
He forget his defeat at Adium, and 
her beauteous felf, the very caufe, be* 
came more endearing by his ruin. 

Non fnggeno, non terae, il fier non temc, 
Ma fegue lei, che fugge, e feco il tira. 

Vedrefti lui fimile ad huom che freme, 

D^amore a un tempo, e di virgogna e dura, 

Mirar alternamente or la crudele 

Pugna, ch' e in dubbio> or le fuggenti vele. 

Ne 
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Ne le latebre poi del Nilo accolto, 

Attender par in grembo a lei b morte, 

£ ael piacer d*uu bel leggiadro volto 
(eiYibia cbe*! duro fato egli coiifortc* 

Gorpfz pa0ed his time in his ufual 
fretftii md anxious manner during the 
jntery^ of Maria's appointments, who 
at lad acceeded to a plan fuggefted by 
him } and, in the dreis of a woman, he 
Mtended to perfonate one of Eleonora's 
jSmnt$y and by this difguife obtain ad- 

tmflion to die convent. 



* Yet fled not ho^ ner fight from' fear forfook. 
But follow'd her, drawn on by fond dcfire ; 
Well might you fee, within his troubled look, 

Strive and contend love, courage, fhame, and ire» 
Oft look'd he back, oft gaz'd he on the iight^ 
But oft'ner on his miftrefs and her flight. 

Then, in the fecret creeks of fruitful Nile, 
Caft in her lap, he would fad death await ; 

And, in the pleafure of her lovely fmile, 
;Sweeten the bitter ftroke cf cvrfed fate. 

FAiarAz't Tass«. 

Eleonora 
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Eleonora returned an anfwer to die 
lail letter, and^ through the means of 
Maria, Gomez had always another rea- 
dy to return to her. She received the 
news of the projefted vifit with tranlpor^ 
though Maria feared that fhe would be 
fcarce able to bear the joy that it would 
neceflarily occalion. 

The day arrived, and Gomez went 
to the duenna's houfe» where every thing 
was ready for his difguifc. He drtfied 
himfelf like an old woman, was then 
lalutcd by the name of Donna Vclafques 
de Salpedro, and afllfted in mounting the 
ftep of her carriage, which was ordered 
to the convent. When their arrival was 
announced, and leave was obtained to 
fee the Sifter Harefina^ they alighted from 
the carriage, and waited in the parlour. 
Gomez fuppreffcd his emotions fo effec- 
tually, that, when Eleonora came to the 
grate, {he remained for fome moments 

in 
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in doubt^ till difguife was no longer ne- 
ceflary. He then ieized her hand, and 
afked her if fhe did not recognize her 
Gomez? Eleonora fighed, and the co- 
lour hurried into her face. He kiflfed 
her hands with vehemence, and repea- 
tedly faid, " Do I fee my Eleonora? 
« Is it herfclf ? — Who is it ? — Elco- 
«* nora ! . . ." She fighed, but could 
make no anfwer. " Light of my life ! 
*' my all that is dear to me 1 fptak to 
*^ me ! are you mine ? My Eleonora !'* 
He ftill glcwed his lips ^o her hand, 
and feemed as if he fed on it. She 
{lill blufhed, but could make no reply. 
The fweet carnation hue that tinged her 
cheek was the mute language of her 
heart, the effeft of fenfibility. 

Gomez quickly perceived the dumb, 
though energic, colloquy of the foul, 
and preffed her no farther for a reply, 
but ftill looked at her with earneft at- 
tention, till the tears inundated his face, 

and 
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and he again kified her hand. ^' Deaf 
« hand," he faid, " diat firft fattened 
^^ her image around me, and gave me 
^' a charmed life that has fuipafled dan-^ 
*' gcr, otherwife mfwrnQuntable j arid 
'^ that has brought me back to return 
^'thanks to my tutelary faint, the* dar- 
" ling of my heart. And let him afTure 
*' her of his unchanged afFeftion, as he 
"is confcious to himfelf of inviolable 
'^ conflancy. And be confident, my 
*' Elconbra, fo often repeated, that my 
*^ hopes (fhall I fay our's ?) increafe every ' 
'* day, and I fhall have means of fup-»^ 
** porting . . . • O Eleonora ! my heart 
*^ bleeds when I touch on this fubjedt; 
*' though all is your's, yet all I have is 
" little, though it fhall be accompa- 
*' nied with love unequalled and beyond 
" the common^ bounds." Eleonora 
ligbcd, and the tear flole down her 
cheek. " But my angel," rejoined Go- 
mez " I hate myfclf for even loving fo 
^' as to caufe a tear from thofe lucid 

" eyes. 
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« eyes. Let me dry them ?" — " I have 
« no thought of fortune," faid Eleonora, 
" happineis will be always with you." — 
^^ O prodigy of goodneis ! and, with 
'* thefc fentimcnts, my amiable woman 
' is to be cloiftered i and Gomez is to 
'^ be fenfible of her misfortune without 
^^ being able to relieve her? and fenfi- 
'^ ble that his , abfence was the caufe ! 
^' But my Eleonora muft be mine, and 
^« ftiall be: let time and chance Ihapc 
'^ the means, which, either good or ill, 
" I care not, dill, ftiU, I will efFeft her 
*^ refcue. There is no profpeft for Go- 
" mez without. Eleonora. All his hap- 
" pinefs is in the hope of poflcffing her. 
" As Eleonora is the only fource of his 
^^ felicity, there are no. ties but thofe of 
" love that endear exiftence; and, if 
*' they cannot unite us, what other illu- 
** fion can enchant my heart. To love 
" is my. only defire, my only duty ; and 
'^ that fupports me i ,or rather my Elep- 
^< nora^. who is dearer than life itfelf, 

*' which 
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• 

« which I will prefervc but for her, 
*« whom to love is all that my heart 
^« dcfires. Yes, my darling> believe 
^« roc, that my fuprcme happineis, or 
« the laft degree of misfortune, my life 
" or my death, depend on your look, 
^^ and Gomez aiks but what her heart 
« Ihall diftate." 

Maria now intimated that it was parti- 
cularly neceffary that the conference (hould 
be fhort, that it might give , no umbrage ' 
to obfervation, and that vifits 'might be 
made more frequently at a future pe- 
riod. Gomez afked ror a moment, 
preffed Eleonora's hands to his lips, and 
entreated her to write to him, which fhc 
promifed j and, after the duenna had ad- 
jufted his drefs, which, in his impaflioned 
moment he had forgotten, he faid Adieu! 
and Maria took her leave. 

Eleonora retired de]e5led, and revolved 
his converfation in her mind. Gomez 

accufed 
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accufcd himfclf of coldncfs in his inter- 
views, and that he had left every preme- 
ditated wiih untold of the myriads which 
di(lra£ted him in his abfence. 

O Fanfan! Ihould you ever read the 
hiftory of the loves of Gomez and Ele-' 
onora, you will dwell with pleafure on 
fomc fcenes wherein his misfortunes tire 
drawn from life, and your feelings will 
teach the analogy. You are fenfiblc that 
all the evils that afFedl humanity are light 
and trivial compared with thoie that reach 
the foul and its pafTions. Endued with= 
the moft refined fenfibility, Fanfen will 
hang on fomc paffages, and give front 
fympathy the filcnt tribute of a tear to 
fituations which can only excite pity in 
another's bofom. He, that has felt the 
blcfling of being loved by a woman 
graced with the foftcft delicacy, and en- 
dowed with every talent, to whom, in 
bulrning blufhes, fhe has owned that 
there are moments when love is inno<- 

Vol. II. B ccncc 
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cence and modcfly is hypocrify, has 
taftcd of all that is the fwccteft of life's 
bed and choiceft bleflings ; — to her let 
that tribute be paid^ whofe ambition it 
was to plcafe -, who, from afFedtion, con- 
quered her own fendmentsj who laid 
cl^m to his efleem from her own com* 
bats, and to his heart from her own de« 
feat. 

And ye, whofe breafts have owned the 
imperious fway of the tendered of pat 
lions, recall pad happinefs, and imagine 
the fituadon of one to whom fociety and 
enjoyment were known only to be re- 
gretted, and with whom there ftill cx- 
ifts one fmall ray of hope, that, when 
dcfpair prompts the hand, changes the 
wavering will i one fpark from the torch 
of love, only vifible to a lover's eye, to 
cheer the gloom through a vale of de- 
Ipondcncy. 

** O vos que ftntis cbe tefa es dolores^ 
" FeuidytOModcwfuihenhsmnSi 
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'* ^uf en 'viendofu abincot fus fuerfas^ fus hrios, 
** Firfj^s qui lot vueftrosfon mucho menores,^^^ 

Gomez returned home, and ruminated 
on his interview. He had now paffcd 
three months in Madrid, and had no fuf- 
picion of being dilcovered by the inquifi- 
tion. 

He had conftantly correfpondcd with 
Mr. Gonfalvo, who had written to him 
to tranfaft his bufineis with as much ex- 
pedition as pofTible, and always under 
the name of Balthazar, with repeated in- 
jun£Hons for his fpecdy return and cen- 
fures for his delay. He informed Gomez 
that Mn Moles had fetded in Amfter- 
dam, at the houfe of his correfpon* 
dent. 



• ** O ye, who feel the bitternefs of grief! come and 
<< learn relief, by feeing the force, the eameftnefs, an4 
" the acutencfs, of ray diftrcfs : you will then find that 
<< all your fuffering i$ much ledi than mine/* 

B 2 Eleonora 
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Elconora was adviled by Maria to re- 
port in the convent that (he had been 
vilited by her aunt, who had always 
loved her with a mother's afFefHon, and 
who had come to Madrid with the fole 
intention of feeing her, having heard of 
her intention to take the veil. Eleonora 
was hurt at being obliged to make ufe 
of deceit j but one decifive refolvc was 
to be made, either to affent to the means 
of being the wife of Gomez, and to af- 
fent to flight, or to endeavour to forget 
him. The latter was not attainable} 
time cannot make a remedy by obli- 
vion of an afiedlion fo deeply rooted, 
nor can love be forced from the heart, 
yet the prejudices, of education and fu- 
perftiiion, which had tinged her mind, 
made her fear to attain what Ihe mod 
wifhcd. 

They had another interview; and, 
though Deonora was more compoitd 

than 
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than at Brft, (he had ftill - doubts, which 
even the lovc-languagc of Gomez could 
not totally diflfipate: and he was more 
diftraded with apprehcnfion than he had 
been after his firil vifit. He regularly 
fpent the greater part of his time in 
wandering in the gardens of the adja« 
cent conventSj but more pardcularly in 
one, from which he beheld the un* 
confcious houfc that enfhrined his god- 
defs. 

His walks were for fome time unob* 
jerved, till their frequency excited atten-' 
tion. A venerable old monk had no- 
ticed him^ and whofe experience had 
taught htm to read fometbing, in his gef- 
ture and manners, that indicated the mind 
of a man that fecmed indifferent to the 
nvorld. He obfervcd him, and was in- 
duced to think that he had feen him be- 
fore. The old monk faluted him, and 
addrefled him in a friendly manner. Go* 
mcz was not diftruftful^ and they en- 

B 3 tcred 
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tcred into convcrfation. The monk was 
much pleafcd ^ith the modcft manners 
and the literature of the ftrangcr i and, 
when he had an opportunity, he exa- 
mined his countenance with the curio- 
fity of a man that was converfanc with 
his features and the very accent of his 
voice, and which brought to his me- 
mory fome recolkftions which gratitude 
endeared. He afked his name ? '^ Baltha- 
" zar/* — His country ? ^* Barcelona/' — 
He (hewed a peculiar and intcrcfted good- 
nefs that invited Gomez to be more 
cheerful ; he told him that he feemed 
to have fuffcrcd much, but that the for- 
rows of youth were feldom without a 
remedy i he engaged confidence by cx- 
preffing himfelf capable of the livclicft 
fympathy in the moft pathetical expref- 
fions i and ihewed a zeal that was tem- 
pered by his difcretion and the novelty 
of their acquaintance. Gomez had every 
reafon to recoil with horror from the 
fight of a prieit, but there was an infinu- 

ating 
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aring manner in the maoi that left lum 
no other fafeguard but that of caution. 
They parted with mutual exprelfions of 
efteem. 

Gomez had endeared one of the prieft^ 
of the inquifition by his fweemefs of 
manners, and the whole of the next night 
was (pent in ruminating on the proffered 
fi'iendihip of the old man, and in what 
manner he could be of fervice to him. 
His foul abhorred deceit, and yet he was 
diftruftflil, not by namre, but from per- 
iecution. At laft, after canvafling a thou* 
fand plans that fuggefted themfelves to 
his imagination, he determined to turn 
a reclufe, hoping that, by fo doing, ht 
might attain the objeft of his purfuit; 
or, at leaft, he was confident that his 
habit and order would obtain a more 
ready admiflion to the convent of St. 
Francis than either an aunt or a lay- 
man. Our amiable adventurer paflfed 
the night with the reftleflhcfs of a lo- 

B 4 ver. 
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cr. He arofc early in the moraing, aii4 
raited on his new acqu^ncanc^ of the 
ay before. Father Ildefonfb. He was 
[iformed, that he had gone^ out to per- 
brm the duties of his office i' and Go- 
pacz walked in die garden waiting his 
return, and looked with traniport at the 
proximity of Eleonora's convenc» and 
indulged a confidence of a finee and un« 
fufpeded intercourfe widi her. 

On lldefonfo's return, Goaiez cotn- 
jBunicated lus intendon to Mm of beco- 
0ung one of his hxAy order, and to de- 
irote lumfelf to a monadic life. The 
£itbcr was not a &naDc, nor eager to 
0iake a profelytc. Far from encoura- 
gUAg him in lus profeffed ^Ufpc^tion, he 
itemed more than ufually cokl at the 
cxpreflcd intendon; and tokl him, diat 
he was unconfcious of having had any 
coover&don that could make fo fiidden 
a changp in his j^ofeffion or purfiats. 
He did not recolkft dia$ he had had any, 

but 
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but added, that he did not mean to deter 
him from his refolution. He confided 
in his abiliues fufficiendy to trull that 
he had fome motives of which he was 
ignorant that induced him, and that juf- 
tiBed his conduA. He invited him to 
his rxx>m, to talk more at leifure oi^ 
the fubje£b. 

• 

On entering the apartment, Gomez 
was ftnick with a pidure, which hung 
over the bed-fide. He looked at it 
with muph earneftnefs, and felt confirm- 
ed in his firll conjedhire; and, much 
to the furpriie of the old man, he ran 
and kifled it He recoiledted himfelf, 
and afkcd whoie pifture it was. The 
old man told him that it was a friend. 

«^ His name ?" " Alvarado." — . 

** My fether !'* and he held him in his 
arms. The old man fhed tears, and 
prefled him agsdn and again to his bofom; 
afked him why he deceived him, where 
his &chcr was^ what made him aa out-- 

B 5 caft 
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cad and a wanderer^ under a falfe and 
obfcure name. " Father, the hiftory 
" of Gomez de Alvarado is long, and 
" one condnued tale of pcrfecution and 
" mifery.". . . . lldefonfo wept. 

A long filcnce enfucd, and lldefonfo 
folicited him, with the warmcft cxpref- 
fions of friendfhip, to make him the 
confident of his misfortunes if he ftill 
had any i but that, if they had gone by, 
and he was happy, he would no longcf 
entreat the relation of circumftances 
which might be conjeftured to proceed 
from curiofity. Gomez was much pleafed 
with the generous expreflions of the old 
man, and no longer held any fccret from 
him, but related every fcene, even from 
his boyilh years. 

When he touched on the fatherly fond- 
nefs of Alvarado, his tender care, his 
domeftic occupations, a beam of Joy 
fpread itfclf over the grateful old man's 

counte- 
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countenance, and (hone through the 
tears which bached his face, like the fun 
piercing a cloud of water. 

Udefonfo trembled when he heard of 
Arvefilio's treachery^ and pided Gomez 
for the perfecution he had endured by 
the inquifinon; while he admired his 
virtue and conftancy not broken by the 
(lorm that burft on his devoted head; 
and that, glowing with all the afFedion 
that man is capable of, he dill had ener- 
gy and induftry unfhaken, during his (lay 
in England, to procure, not fplcndor, 
yet an independance, without courting 
vice, or flattering the mean and great. 

At laft he came to his intention of 
taking the habit of his order, and his 
reafbns for fo doing, to carry off a nun i 
and the objedt £leonora. The old man 
prefTed his hand, and aiked him if he 
believed that the lady' would confcnt to 
flight. " O do not, my father, put 

B 6 " this 
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K ties qocftioa of coojcdiirc. Make 
< it DOC the chance of a moment. I 
* have placed my fortune on tbc caft, 

» and, if I k>fc ! why, then, I am 

« poor indeed. — When hc^x is gone» 
'< dicn I am deipciacc«" 

A paufe enfocd for fomc momcmsi 
and Gomez waited his rtpij. Udcfoofo 
remsdoed abfcMrbed in thou^t; aod sit 
kngdi told lum> that, if his lady con- 
fenced, he had no doubt but her efcape 
could be effe&ed, and fo privately as 
not to hurt the reputadon <^ the con- 
vent, and without the ncceffity of his 
becoming a reclufc. Gomez cxpreff* 
ed the utmoft gratitude for his pro- 
feffions. 

Gomez ftaid to dine with his friend, 
who apologized to him for the indifpen* 
fable ncceffity of his abfence for a few 
minutes. The duties of his fun£tioi^ 

required 
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required his prefence at die reading of 
the Icfturcs in the rcfcftoiy. 

During Ildcfonfo's abfcncc, Gomez 
had a moment's Icifure to contemplate 
this (hadow of his loft father, and dropped 
a tear to his memory. 

They dined and difcourfed on a varie- 
ty of topics while the fervants waited, 
though Gomez was fed with expeftadon. 
The attendants retired, he aflccd Ildefonfo 
how long he had been acquainted with 
his fethcr, in order to draw on the only 
fubjeA, on which alone he could difcourfe 
with plcafurc-^ He told him they had 
been companions in the army, aiTured 
him he fhould hear every circumftance 
that he wifhed of his connection and 
firiendfliip with him the next day. In 
the mean dme, he faid he would give 
him the fatis&ftion of telling him, that 
he had free accefs to the convent of St. 
Francis, and that he might hope for fuc« 

cefs 
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■ 

" But wc were ordered to embark. 
«* Diftra&cd, I communicated my dc- 
*^ fpair to your dear £ither Alvarado. 
** His advice to leave Lifbon was rgeft- 
*^ ed. He then gave me counfel that I 
*^ followed. He fuggefted the idea of a 
*^ quarrel between us, in which he fhould 
*^ give me a flight wound in the arm, 
*^ which would detain me in Lifbon. 
I kft the fubjeft of our difpute to his 
manag^rment; and, as our embarka- 
tion was to follow fliordy after, we 
^^ had no time to lofe for the accom- 
" plifhment of our intention. 1 waited 
" on the Duchcfe of Tras los Montcs, 
" whom I informed of the defign, and 
" be^ed (he might not be alarmed to 
** hear of our rencontre, in which I was 
to be flighdy' wounded. Though de- 
Ughted with the plan, (he was much 
** aflFeded when (he heard that I was to 
•* receive a wound ; and, only that my 
" ftay was to be obtjuned by thofc 

" meansi 
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means, (he would have prevented their 
execution. 

* There was a party of pleafure the 
fame evening, which many of the 
officers of the regiment attended, and 
among them Alvarado and myfelf. 
The duchefs was abfent. One of the 
sfficers, a great coxcomb, had his hat 
loaded ridiculoufly with feathers ; and 
Alvarado faid he would turn the con«> 
i^erfation on the fool, fo as to make 
hiimfelf or his hat the fubjefb of our 
quarrel. He afked the marquis if hb 
feathers were fwan. I conjeftured„ 
ind he infifted with an aflumed vio* 
Icnce. We i)oth grew warm. The 
marquis faid he hoped we fhould not 
quarrel about a feather. Yourfatheir 
immediately cried, ' A ieather! a 
puppy! a ftraw !' And, after a few 
words of altercation, I drew my fword 
on him, and defired him to defend 
himfelf. He was acquainted with my 

" m6ans 
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" means of attack, and foon drew dt 
«' blood from my arm ; and, after i 
«* few thrufts, he wounded mc a fccond 
" time in the fide. I counterfeited ad- 
" mirably. I attempted ftill to dcfenl 
*« myfclfi but, at length, as if faint with 
^< the lofs of blood, I fell. A furgeos 
*^ was fcnt for, who could not imnM« 
«< diately pronounce me out of danger. 



«< The next day &e fleet faikd^ vi 
«* the Duke of Tras los^ Montes cm- 
^< barked with the regiment, in which he 
** was then an officer. 
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** The quarrel was a fubjeft of general 
converfation, and my brother-officers 
readily obtained leave of abfence for 
me in confequence of my wounds^ 
Report haii reached my amiable fiieod 
that I had been mortally wounded} 
and her fears and afieftion diipofed 
her to believe it; and, foon after the 
embarkadon, I received the kindcft 

" inquiries 
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^ inquiries from her. I carried the an- 
'' fwcr myfelf the fame evening. Her 
^ intereft was incrcafcd for me by the 
^ danger I had paiTcd; (he pined me^ 
^* I loved her more than ever, and her 
^* favours were multiplied. I had long 
'* before tafted enjoyment, but till then I 
" never loved, I continued in Lifbon 
^* about fourteen months, in which time 
'* the duchefs was delivered. The duke 
'^ was made acquainted with the attach- 
'^ ment that fubfifted between us, and 
'^ announced his intention of returning. 
** On the receipt of this intelligence, 
** the duchefs infilled on my joining the 
*• regiment. I chofe rather to appear like 
*' a coward, that avoided the duke and 
^^ trial, which he commenced againft me 
" on his return, than forfeit her efteem. 
" I then left Lifbon ; and from America, 
^* where I fold my commiffion, I went 
** to Brazil, and from there to Paraguay, 
^* where I taught the favages, after ha- 
(^ ving obtained admif&on into the body 

« of 
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* of Jcfuits, and was afterwards lent to 
' Madrid on their bufinefs. The rcgj- 
' ment was foon after ordered eMc- 
' where; but AJvarado never loft an 
opportunity of correfponding with his 
old friend and brother- foldier. Ut 
alfo forwarded the fofc dtfparches of 
my lovely friend, whoie fituadon be- 
came every day more uneafy, owing 
to the quarrels with the duke. She 
at laft retired into a convent at liibonf 
where, though flic became more re- 
ligious, fhe ftill loved me with th<| 
fame • affedtion. Alvarado, you ihall 
fee my heart ; I will conceal no fccrct 
from you; as I am confickm, witb 
his name, you bear your Other's ho- 
nour. I entered the convent wheit 
my friend had retired to ; and, as mf 
whole ambition was the pofieffioaof 
her, I procured her removal to die 
convent in which your Eleonora re* 
fides; and, by intrigue and money, I 
eaCly obtained the re£borlhtp of diat 

" houfe. 
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** houfc. In this manner I have lived 

*' for thefe laft fifteen years j frequently 

** viGring the convent publicly in the 

** day, and always admitted by a fccrct 

*• key, when circumftanccs teach me to 

^^ be cautious, or the dme requires 

" privacy. 

^ Thus, my dear child, I have aU 
'« the comforts of life, not excepting 
*^ the focicty of woman, which God 
" never intcrdifted to any man, whatever 
*' may be his order or rank in life or his 
*' profcflion* 

** It is almoft unneccflary to add, that, 

^' by my indmacy in the convent, I hope 

*^ to cffeft your happinefs ; or then you 

*^ (hall turn prieft, and be blelTcd like 

" myfclf. Your difguife is eafy. I am 

'* but • forty; though, with ipy beard, 

«^ I appear to be fcvcnty." 

Gomez 
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Gomez was much furpriled at the nar 
ration, and affented to the nietamcMr-*® 
phofe, provided he could not obtain Elc- 
onora by any other means. He admired 
the cafe with which Iklefonfb talked, 
though he condemned the laxity of his 
principles. The epicurean rather than 
the ftoic philofophy had been his pprfiutj 
and he had no doubt, with his principles 
and his influence, of obtaining the objcft 
of his heart. 

Gomez declined the frequent preffing 
invitations to ftay to dine with him, from 
his feeling for the interruption of his 
fiefta, and his early attendance at .prayefs 
and at the neighbouring convent. Ildc- 
fonfo entreated his vifit in two or three 
days, when he hoped to be able to ^vc 
him fome favourable news ; but, in the 
mean dme, defired him to be cheerful,, 
to keep up his fpirits, and to live in 
hope. 

The 
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The next day Ildefonfo dined at the 
convent of St. Francis with his friend and 
fbmc of her fair fillers. He turned the 
converfation on the ladies who had lately 
taken the black veil, ahd he was told 
that the laft lady had been ill ever fince 
the ceremony. He defired to fte her, 
and hoped that he ihould be able to give 
her fucb confolation that would at leaft 
alleviate her forrow, if not totally eradi- 
cate it. In the evening he was intro- 
duced to Sifter Therefa; and, as his 
converfation was private, he was left 
alone with her. He infpired her to have 
confidence in his honour, and to open 
her mind to him as a friend ; which title, 
he told her, he was fure that fhe would 
think he merited before he left her. Af- 
ter itqueftuig to know the caufe of her 
melancholy, which he could not obtain, 
he intimated his acquaintance of it but 
(lowly and with caudon. He told her, 

rfiat he believed Ihc was m love. Elco- 

nora 
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nora held down her head and blulhedj 
Udefonfo entreated her not to be afbikll 
of the intimation -, that he had not wait- 
ed on her to bring her to confe0ioial| 
perfecution, or to preach penitendal b* 
phifms, but to confole and comfort her. 
^* Deareft girl," continued Ildefonfi)) 
<< I look on you with a father's fondnefi» 
<< and entreat you to continue in this 
*^ melancholy fituation no longer. Con- 
*^ fidcr what is the end, what the object^ 
** of your uneafinefs. Be aflfured, that 
" the afFeftions that you polled were 
" planted in you by a benevolent Dcitjri 
*' of fuch infinite goodnefs, that he nc- 
" ver intended tliat they fhould be fti- 
fled, but only diredted to a proper 
objeft, which is that of your choice. 
^' How can it be, that, among mcoi 
even he that has common goodneisi 
the common and ordinary benevolence 
** attendant on humanity, wiftics natural- 
*' ly the happinefs of his fellow -creatures; 
" and that He, who is the fuprcmc, the 

" fburce 
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fburce and fupport of all things, infinite* 
*' ly wife and infinitely benevolent, (houl4 
wi(h the fuppreflion of thofc paflions, 
which he has planted in our nature i 
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" Believe me, my dear child, that 
your vows, your religion, if ten times 
** more fervent, cannot be fo agreeable 
" to the Deity as the entering into 
" that fituation for which your fex was 
« dcftincd. 

»** You arc too young and too hand- 

" fome to be a devotee. Befides, I am 

^^ convinced it is much againft your in- 

" clination, and it was from the firfl: 

*^ moment j and that you only confcnted 

«* to take the veil from blind obe- 

" dicnce/' 

Eleonora threw herfclf at his feet, and 
iaid it was true ; and in a fpecics of deli- 
rium confeflcd fhe loved, that fhe had 
thought that the objedt of her choice 

Vol. II. 1 C had 



50 GOMEZ AND £L£ONORA. 

had been loft to her for ever, and that 
the drels flic wore had been fufEcient to 
wipe out the recoUedlion of him from 
her memory. She had been taughf to 
believe, that, with the inveftmenf of 
thofe robes of fable, flie ftiould have 
been gifted with the power of eradicating 
the pafllon of her heart. But, aTas! 
the vain dclufion ! She ftrove and at- 
tempted in vdn. It was impoflible. — 
• And, if it were an error, it was there ! 
(putting her hand to her breaft.) She 
acknowledged and trufted to the great 
Author of her exiftence to forgive her. 
She wept bitterly, and her tears ftopped 
her fpccch. 

'' My child, my child," faid Ildefon- 
fo, ** it is no crime, no error. I am 
^* come to be of relief to you, to calm 
** this agitation. I wi(h to fpced com- 
" fort to the love-fick mindj and; 
*' though I have been flow in my de- 
" claration, it was bccaufe your delicacy 

" forbade 
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*' forbade the abrupt difclofurc, I am 
" acqu^ntcd with your whole ftoiy. Do 
«* not be alarmed, I mean no harm^ 
*« indeed I do not. I mean to make 
** you blcffed with the man you love, 
** I intend, my dear infant, to unite 
** you myfclf to the loved and loving 
« Alvarado." 

Eleonora bluflied deeply; and, each 
time that the colour pafTed, another and 
another ibft efiudon fpread itfelf over 
her fweet countenance, and fucceeded 
each other with inceflant diligence. 

Ildefonfo continued to exhort her, dU 
he had convinced her that (he would 
commit no offence in the eyes of her 
Maker if Ihe united herfelf to Alvarado 
as a wife. He entreated her to endea- 
vour to gain an afcendancy over her 
melancholy, that, from cuftom, wonld, 
in a fhort^time, grow habitual. Deo- 
nora promifcd to follow hb advice, but 

C 2 implored 
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implored his kind attention and afliftance 
to ftrcngthcn her in her refolutions : and, 
after recapitulating his difcourfc, which 
he enforced in the moft afFcdionate and 
delicate manner, he told her that he 
would very fliortly pay her another vi- 
fit, and he left her to her own reflec- 
tions. 

Eleonora had often heard eulo^ums 
on the charafter of Ildefonfo, and the 
more fhe refleded on his converfation 
the more fhe honoured him. 

How he had become acquainted with 
Gomez, the reafons that motived his 
vifit, his delicacy, the fympa,thy fo un- 
ufual among men of his order, were all 
enigmas that became fubjefts for her 
innocent meditation. She thought that 
the fuperior of a monaftery could have 
no other motive in influencing her 
condudt than the invariable rule of u- 
tiliiy. 

The 
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The advice thus meeting her iiiclina- 
rions, the conduft, which, from preju- 
dice, fhe thought erroneous, became 
every day left foj and, as it grew into 
diftfteem, the other was deemed meri- 
torious. 

Eleonora, lefs grave than ufual, fre- 
quented the fociety of her fiftcr-nuns, 
and became an univerfal favourite. She 
no longer wondered that they were fo 
generally cheerful, when they enjoyed 
the pleafure of Father Ildefonfo's com- 
pany. 

The duchefs liftened to her praifcs 
of the man, for whom fhe had aban- 
doned wealth and fame, with filcnt, but 
fecret, fatisfadtion. 

Maria was delighted with the change 
in Eleonora, and Gomez was foon in- 
formed of it both by Ildefonfo and 

C 3 Maria» 
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Maria. He could fcarccly believe die 
change, though every one aflured him 
of ic He waited on Udefonlb, who 
told him all the converfation chat had 
pafTed between them^ and hoped> he {aid, 
that another interview would wskc a 
complete converfion. That flic would 
foon read the Song of Solomon radicf 
than the Lamentations of Jeremiah^ and 
that he hoped flie would foon be imMd 
to him. He advifed him to meditaie 
on fome good plan to efied herelcape. 
Gomez did not doubt hifi friend, but he 
begged his permiflTion to lee his dar- 
ling, and to be aiTured of this fuddeo, 
though not unexpeded, happinefs from " 
ixcrielf. 

Ildefonfo contented readily^ Jbut de^ 
fired that he might bunfelf previou()f 
fee her, and difpofe her for his vific 
He waited on her agwi» aod^ fiiufiiig 
her much more tranquil than 
,before found her, he related to 

intunacy 
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intimacy that h^d fubfifted between him 
and Alvarado's father and the difcovery 
of his fon^ thp affedipn that he felt re- 
vived for him, and the pi^y for all the 
dangers he had run; the fingular perle« 
cutipn that had awaited him, and the 
fpung man's fituation when he found 
himfelf baffled in his only hope th^t 1^4 
fupported him through ^vcry mifcry; 
^ilappointed ip -his only, mfh, his only 
defirp of o)>faining hpr hand, whole pro-» 
niife b^d been fealed b heaven previouf 
to any other vows of celibacy, which 
were pardonable^ however^ from the na** 
tural idea of his death. 

She owned that fhe had confidered 
bis ^r£t converfation, and (he believed 
Ihe would be juftificd if fhe confented 
to be married to Alvaradoj that, from 
hts iaft declaration, (he was confirmed^ 
but was at a lofs to imagine how it 
was to be eflfcfted. He told her that 
diichefs was in her interel^i and that 

C 4 he 
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he believed her lover would be the bcft 
advifcr in that predicament; that he had 
feen him in the morning, that he only 
lived on the communication that he gave 
him, and that he intended to vifit her 
very (hortly. Eleonora thanked him for 
all his care and anxiety about her^ and 
he withdrew. 

The next morning Gomez fat down 
to his toilet in order to be properly ad- 
jufted for his vifit. When he finiftied 
drefljng, he waited on Eleonora, from 
whom he was at lad afTured that no 
report had exceeded in its account of her 
change of manners. She . received him 
with pleafure, but with maiden modefty, 
but entreated Maria to wipe the paint 
from his face. 

Gomez went over the fame conver- 
fation with more warm and pathetic ex- 
hortations than Ildefonfo had held the 
prcccdifig day i and, at laft, with trem- 
bling 
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Dling emotion, afked her if fhc could 
DC his, and if (he was prepared to fly 
^ith him ? . . . She would have thrown 
herfelf in his arms, but the grace pre- 
vented her ; the tears hurried into her 
eyes, and (he only faid " Gomez!" 
He aflured her over and over again to 
rely on Father Ildefonfo, to have no 
vain fcruples, no vain fears, that fhe 
was fuDy juftified in the eyes of her Ma- 
ker if (he purfued what he fo much in- 
fifted on. 

He then entreated her to fecond his 
i;«d(hes, and leave the convent. Elco- 
nora could not refufe him, yet had not 
the power to declare her affcnt. He 
told her he had prepared every thing 
for her efcape, and told her he only 
waited her affent to order the carriage, 
wluch he was afraid to folicit too ear- 
neftly for fear of intimidating her. Elc- 
onora could make no anfwer till Gomez 

r 

repeated his requeft, and entreated her 

C 5 . to 



^8 GOMEZ AND JSLEONaHA,. 

to afientj and told her that he hsd Fa> 
ther Jldefonfo's authority ior being thi 
preffingj who urged the neocflicjr pfj 
fpeedy execution of any plan that \M 
her approbadon. Eleonoia .then M 
fhe would do any thing accordiiig to 
any fcheme that fhould be jaoftioprf 
by Ildefonfi). 

Gomez then endeavoured to HreiigtiiCB 
Jier mind for the approaching moincii^ 
bid her fummon up all her coimigej Qk 
aft with coolnefs, but with refbludoR) 
and to be confident that no obfiacks 
could arife to prevent the expected ac- 
compliihment ; that he would wait tf 
St. Barbara's Gate at twelve that faouc 
night. 

Bdefonfo again vifited Eleonoraj aod 
told her^ that, if fhe defired it> he .Wjouki 
liimfelf attend her to the coach* She 
thanked him. 

Gomez 
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Gomez arrived at the placp appointed 
jtt deyeo : when the clock ftruck twelve^ 
hiC alighted frooi the chaife^ and walked 
t^ackw^xds and forwards on each fide 
of itj trembling with hope, and fearfu^ 
of difappointmentj or perhaps difcovery. 
^o one appeared : -— ^11 was filent a- 
.rojund hioi. — The qlock llruck the quar* 
ur, — and yet no one came. — The 
perfiui^Qn >feU from his &ce, owing to 
tl^e . ,;pulqfarious ide^ of horror that 
pjeicnted itheipfelyes to his im^ina** 
tiotu 

* ■ 

A circumftance added to his fears; 
iiot that he h^ ^ny for himfelf, for he 
would iiaye &ced a fading lion, but he 
trembled ieaft her fears Ihould be roufed^ 
and incapacitate her for flight. 

A gentleman pa0ed him in a long 
clo^k^ v^xth his rapier in hand, and in a 
inaKk : he .lopked attentiv^ljr, fqr a mo- 

C 6 inent> 
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ment, at Gomez, made him a bow, and 
walked on. A minute afterwards he 
heard the clafhing of fwords, and Go- 
mez trembled leaft the noife fhould pro- 
traft her approach, or, when arrived, 
fliould frighten her. 

Gomez had unfheathed his poignard, 
when he perceived two perfons drawing 
hear him, and the voice of a man fur- 
prifed him by whifpering '* Alvarado." 
He had not been apprized of Ildefbnfb's 
intention of conducing Eleonora to the 
carriage ; and, hearing his name> he an- 
fwered « No." — «' It is he V* faid 
Eleonora. " Who. are you?" faid Go- 
mez, but foon difcovered them. ** My 
" father ! my ever afFedionate friend!"-*- 
** Stop," fdd Ildefonfo, fqueezing his 
hand and leading Eleonora to the coach : 
" Write to me, both of you. — Be 
*^ happy !" taking Eleonora's hand^ and 
preffing it to his lips. " Take care of 
^ htr, Gomez," faid the old man^ and 

fhut 
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(hut the door of the coach. — «* A 
^< good journey !" — The carriage rolled 
ofF. 

Udefonfo returned to the convent, and 
ordered the body of a lady, that had been 
lately interred, to be placed in Eleonora's 
bed i and it was reported that fhe was 
dead, and was buried according to the 
ufual ceremonies. 

Gfomez gave Maria a letter to his bro-* 
ther, defiring the promiied penfion, and 
with recommendadons to place her in 
hb family. 

It was fome time before Eleonora re- 
covered her Ipeechj but the perfuafivc 
tendemefs of the afFeftionate lover ani- 
mated her, and her fears fubfided as the 
diftance from the convent increafed. 

The moon rofe with all her ufual ma- 
jefty^ and Gomez told her that the ftars 

fcemcd 
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feemed to fhine propidous XQ his ^t^- 
csj and that they waited on ber4;oJlight 
her on her way for having iecondc4 
them i that the moon herfelf had rifen 
in clouds^ while he was in doubt and 
apprehenfion, but> fince he bad .pofr' 
fefled the darling of his hearty (;be ob? 
jed and aim of all his wifbes^ ihe ihad 
unveiled her &ce^ and had .CQv^ed cbe 
whole expanfe of country before them 
with her filver lights that it might bring 
tranquillity to her bofom by its.^eet fo- 
briety. 

He ftill found that her fears had 
not fubfided when they arrived in Bif- 
cay. Every noife appalled her, ,c¥cry 
carriage behind her'^ was i^ purfui^ 
and every horieman the attendant ; wluk 
thofe ihe met would defcribe their j'oute. 
Gomez told her^ they would be fhortfy 
out of the reach of purfuit ; that Dde- 
fpnfo would prevent it, even if mjedi- 

,tated i and that they would foon reach 

the 



jthe froociers^ wd fhortly breathe an air 
vncontaminatcd by religious prejudice. 

They travelled almoft incc0antly till 
rtbey reached St Jean de Luz, where 
,they remabed .three day^ in order tp 
recruit Eleonora's ftrength from the fe- 
tigue {he had gone through; and here 
they were united for ever; and here 
her fears were totally overcome. 

" Ye proud and unhappy philofa- 
^^ pbers I ye unfortunate ambitious ! paf- 
^^ fionate admirers of ferious trifles ! pame 
a bleffmg, .an pbjeft, more worthy 
of purfuit^ or more adapted to lead 
me to happinefs^ than a being who 
^' thinks and feels like myfelfs who 
<< participates the fame ideas, the fame 
^' exiftenpCi the fame tranfports; who 
'' folds me in her ^rm3> and warms 
",my heart by h^r qwn; whofe vp- 
^^ luptuQus carefs will enfure the birth 
«^ of another being that may refemble 

« herfelf. 
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** hcrfclf, that (hall grow in her fight 
" and on her bofom, whom wc fliall 
*' love with the moft tender affeftion 
** after that which unites us, and whofe 
*^ birth will double our fenfations and ■ 
" ftrengthen our attachment. And, ye 
** infatuated men, whofe fuperflitious 
** dogmas degrade humanity, by fiib- 
" jugating the reafon and the will of 
" man to the forms of religion, which 
** the chance-place of his birth gives 
** you a fanftion to exercifel ye vile 
" flaves of a blind and impolitic ty- 
** ranny, who interdift his reafon, thought, 
** and refleftions! ye pious mounte- 
** banks, who have blafphemed the God 
** of nature, by building his throne on 
'* miracle, and making his agents, agents 
" of horror, for the loved end of all 
" creation — man; whofe religions mul- 
** tifarious only vary in their dogmas, 
** without varying in their ends or cx- 
*' igencej religions, the refult of ca- 
" price, its tnd the intcrcft of pricfts, 

*' that 
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" that is one and uniform! Crewel! 
*— And you too, my Elconora! my 
Eleonora Alvarado! fhall rejeft this 
*^ fenfelefs dcfpotifm. You (hall live 
** for your Gomez; you fhall live for 
** Love. He alone has the right of 
** didating obedience to us. To him, 
" and to the only faint that I adore, 
** Saint Eleonora! I am indebted for 
<' having given me the moft amiable 
•* miftrefs, the moft fure and certain 
** friend, and the fweeteft and mofl: 
*^ ufefiil companion : (he who alone u- 
^^ nites a manly firmnefs and attach^ 
" ment with a female delicacy and ten- 
" dernefe; the fruits of fricndfhip with 
^' the flowers of love." 

Such was the language of Gomez at 
fome moments, when his heart teemed 
with afiedlion, and his memory recalled 
perfecution. 

They 



66 GOMEZ AND BLEOKORA. 



'■ ♦ 



They arrived iafe at Bayonne, hm 
which place they went on to Bour« 
dcaux. When they had reached Bouv 
deauxy Gomez wrote ktters to hijs fitj 
ter^ her hufband^ to Gonfalvo, and B< 
defbnfo^ and received letters of congnk 
tulation^ in return^ from all of ihcm» 

The fenfible Eleoqora had ix^bodf 
to write to, and fhe felt for facr in- 
ftlaced fituation; ^nd, though (jqums 
read to her the letters that contiuncd 
{^audits of her condud, and particular 
e^preffions of friendfliip from his fifter, 
^ wrote immediately to Sp^n to rc- 
queft letters from his fitter and bis bro- 
ther, directed immediately to hcrfclf. 

Oooiez fuggefted fome ideas to fide? 
fonfo, that were either to be rejofled 
or embraced according ^o his jitdgp* 
ment, relative to an indmation to Don 
Vrftfquez of his daughter's conduft. 

He 
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He met fome of his countrymen at 
Bourdeaux^ that were going to return 
to Madridj tp whom he imparted his 
wifh that they might inform Eleono* 
ra's father that they had feen her at Bour- 
'.4eaux. 

Gomez had been fo long feparated 
bom Eieononij and had been fo (horc 
A &mc uiuted to her, that they lived 
very much by themfelves^ bving and 
beloved. Their refulal of the invita^ 
idona they received was attributed ip 
io jiift ouftij and forgiven. 

Their mornings were employed tOr 
^edier k reading; in the acqidrememt 
4>£ ideas> iiot of words. Qomez was 
Eleonora's matter. Among their tOr 
pics of converfadon, Alvarado took eve- 
ry x)ppQrtunity xo eradicate thie feeds 
of religious prejudice^ He talked to 
jber of tthe xold wd the new worM, and 
ibevtK^ hfir 4l^eiir geographical fitgadon^ 

and 
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and told her of the late difcovcry of 
the latter, dcfcribed the inhabitants of 
thofe vaft regions, their cuftoms and 
manners, whofc fole religion confifted 
in the idea of one fuperior Being, and 
whom they worfhipped in the fun. • He 
pointed out the vaft empires of India 
and China, which ftill preferved the fame 
religious rites and form of government, 
inftituted for many centuries previ6us to 
the birth of Chrift j the countries which 
acknowledged the fon of the Virgn 
Mary as the Son of God; and the 
fmaller number which acknowledge . the 
Pope as his vicar ; together with the 
countries of immenfc extenfion in Afia 
and Africa, and the Turkifti empire io 
Europe, whtrc they follow the reli^oa 
of Mahomet. 

He explained to her the mythology, 
the infinity of the gods of the ancients, 
their facility in admitting every religious 
fyftcm, every fort of worfhip, that ba- 

nUhed 
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nifhed every fpirit of intolerance, every 
fuperftitious fury, adding, that human 
pallions had been attributed to the pa- 
gan deities in the fame manner and from 
the fame modves that they had been 
attributed to fupcrior agency in the days 
of the purcd Chriftianity, that the an- 
tients had done no more than what the 
moderns had fince done, and what men 
are likely always to do, in attributing 
their aHtftions, fentiments, defires, and 
faculties, to celcftial beings; and the 
reafon, he faid, was evident, as it was 
impoflible for human nature to form to 
itfcif any idea of things abfolutely he- 
tcrogene to their knowledge ; and that 
the great inconvenience, the caufe of 
bloodlhcd, was, the di(putes of reli- 
^ous men, in which the authority of 
fupcrior ranks had interfered ^ and that, 
when once civil power declares itfelf 
] in favour of a religious opinion, intole- 
I ranee is the necefTary confequence of that 
! partiality. 

We 
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We will not pretend to. follow him 
through his cxpofition of fzd[Sy and or 
which he feldom diftated an opimofl^ 
but let Eleonora's good fenfc and rdi*^ 
fon operate to deduce concluGons/* 

Her queftions were frequently rtrf 
difficult to anfwer. Among fcv^ral, flic 
afked Gomez the reafon of there be- 
ing fo many religions. He told her, 
that climate and government were two 
great caufcs of the difference : the cfi- 
mate influences the morals of a people, 
the government its cuftoms and man- 
ners : and, in order to explain this, he 
faid, that, in India, where tfie heat of 
the country prevents the breed of cat- 
tle, a law of religion that prefcrvcs 
them is fuited to the policy of the coun- 
try. Rice and pulfe, which arc eafily 
brought to perfection by the affift^ncc 
of water, are the only nourifliment that 
is permitted by the fame law of reli- 
gion, 
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^on, and b the mod ufeful^ as the 
moft wholelbme^ to men in that cli- 
mate. " In Ihort, my dear Elconora/' 
faid Gomez, ** the difference and va- 
** riety of religions among mankind 
" fpring from fo many various caufcs 
" that they would take years to relate, 
*' and more timtf than I havd patience 
" to fpare from my darliftgj who ought 
" to be my only theme. What I wifti 
** to impi'efs on the mind is, a vir- 
" tuous conduft, untainted by fuperfti- 
** tion or idolatry. The virtuous con- 
** duft is that which we owe to Ib- 
^* ciety and ourfclves ; while the con- 
*^ duft of ,a fuperftitious perfon finds 
** no gratification in performing the du- 
** ties of fociety, in promoting the hap- 
*' pinefs of his creatures, but looks 
*' for fnotivcs of condudb that may be 
*' performed for the fake qf the Deity ; 
'* in auftcritics foracdmes -, that may pc- 
** cuUarly recommend him to the di- 
*• vine fevour and protcftioh i and that 

** virtuous 
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" Virtuous conduft, with all its rcla- 
^^ tives, has been, and ever (hall be, 
that which Eleonora muft purfuc'* 
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Their time was divided between French 
and mufic: for, Eleonora was miftrcfs 
of the Italian language, and Gomez^ 
whole attention was direfted to cnlightcil 
her minds not with the dogmatic pc;- 
dantry of a mafter, but with all the^ 
delicate and perfuafive inftru6lion of 9 ' 
lover. Their walks were Eleonora's 
delight: Gomez fometimes gave loofc 
to his imagination; and, in his wildefl: 
flights, fhe fighed, and regretted . not 
to have been happy with him at an 
earlier period: ^d, at other moments, 
in their walks in the country, (and the ' 
moft folitary were objefts .of choice,) 
he always talked to her of literary pur- 
fuits, or curiofities, anecdotes, and cha- 
racters, or repeated aloud, in a warm 
impaflioned manner, the lofty and dig- 
nified ftrains of Lopez dc Vega, and 

other- 
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Other Spanilh poets, or touched the 
heart with the, fofcnefs and defponding 
pathos of Petrarch y the elegance o£Taffo, 
the warm love-language of the Adtm^ or 
the eafy natural beauties of Meteftafio^ 
or fome fublime paflfages of DantCy which 
he repeated with rapture. 

They attended fome places of pub- 
lic amufen1ent> but with . as much pri- 
vacy as poflible. A theatre was a fight 
that Eleonora had never been gratified 
with. She obfcrved, that, though the 
churches were thin of people, their the- 
atres were much frequented by all ranks ; 
and, though they had little devotion, 
they poflcflTed infinite* fcnfibility. The 
fpirit of intrigue and gallantry excited 
her attention, and (he mentioned both 
to Gomez. He faid, that gallantry, 
under proper reftriftions, was of ufe to 
a nation ; that nothing tended more to 
the improvement of the youth of both 
fexes; and that it had been faihionable 

V0L.II. D ' to 
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to taQc of >ch9 fpifit ef intrigue tbat 
Mi^d in Fmnce wd Iwly, but he be- 
lieved tha? the EngUlh wre very Mc 
bchifid them i wd the diflfercncc is only 
owing to cliroate ; though there may be 
another reafon: as they are more free 
by the laws, they are more reflxained 
outwardly in their manners. 

Gomez had an intention of remrning 
to England, to fettle in the Ifle of 
Wight, not diftant from his friend and 
proteiStor Gonial vo. 

He made a recital to Eleonora of 
the obligations he was under to Mr. 
Gonfalvo, and fhe required no more 
than his intimation to make any wifh 
of his an objeA of chdce. He wrote 
to Goniidvo his intention, who returned 
very prefling Iblicitations to him to 
profecute his defign; that he had been 
fpeculadng for him, and had found a 
Uxm that, according to his judgement, 

had 
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had been under-rated in valuey and an 
obje£fc of purchafe. Gomez was> for 
fome time, pleafed with die idea of ef** 
tabiifhing himfelf in England^ whofe 
inhabitantSj from their iedatenefi and 
tranquillity of nnanners^ refembled more 
the gravity of his countrymen^ and to 
which he had been accuftomed, than 
the volatility of the French j but, ha- 
vbg thought that the climate of a 
more northern couptry would have fome 
influence on Eleonora^s health, or, if 
the fog and the damp atmofphere o£ 
England fliould not hurt her conftitu- 
tion^ it might affeft her temper, he 
feared ihe change might produce an 
habitual melancholy, and detennined to 
remain where he was for fome dme^ 
in order not to execute his defign with 
too much preci{Htadon. 

The expenfes, which he had been 
under the neceflity of givmg into, ex- 
ceeded tus income. The circle of his 

D 2 acquaintance 
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acqudntance extended every day, and 
the invitations and vifits became trou- 
blefome : Bourdeaux, for thefe reafons, 
became unpleafant: nor was it more 
agreeable to Eleonora; (he was no (boner 
acquainted with le grand monde than 
flie difliked its and ihe had reafon. 

Amidil the companies that they fre- 
quentedj there was one gentleman that 
they always met ; a man of faihion, 
though an abbe i who had made the 
tour of Europe, and had refided fome 
time in Italy, Spain, and England; the 
language of which countries he pofleff- 
cd eminently well. The abbe was a 
man of about forty; had refided long 
at Paris, though he had latterly fettled 
at Bourdeaux. He had lived much at 
court ; had attended the levees of mi- 
nifters, without any other obje6t than 
the gratification of his vanity ; and af- 
fifted at the toilet of women of fafliion, 
where he lifl:cned to their little cabals, 

motived 
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morivcd by jcaloufy ; blotted out from 
their memory the errors of the hearty by 
hearing their confcffion, by his rcmif- 
fion, and forgivencfs of their amiable 
weaknefsi retailed the fcandalous anec- 
dotes, that he had gleaned of the day 
before, in return; and, with the fcn- 
fibility that he (hewed in their pardcu^ 
lar interefts^ was altogether a man oi- 
mable au foffibk. 

This gentleman was pleafed with the 
innocent and unaflfeded manners of £- 
leonora de Alvarado. There is fome- 
thing, that creates a higher degree of 
pleafiire to the libertine than the truly- 
virtuous man, in the contemplation of 
the manners of a chafte woman ; which 
may be afcribed to an aifociation of 
ideas of the primary principles of mo- 
rality and virtue, and which the mind> 
howcvier eftranged by cuftom and plea- 
fure, * recalls ynih, fatisfadlion, and which 
gratify £ix>m their novelty, while the 

D 3 virtuous 
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virtuous man regards chaftity as ib ef- 
iential and necefTary an obligadonj that 
he takes no intereft in the obje£t that pof* 
fefles it. 

The innocence that was indicated by 
her manners^ the abbe found in her 
mind. Her converiation pleafed himi 
he grew confirmed in his opinions and 
Us vanity was flattered by his iagacity 
and quick perception. Hi» admiration 
was fo6n converted into deilre* 

Eleonoraj when he was introduced^ re- 
ceived Mm with every politene(s> and^ as 
inttoceilte has no fufpicioOf fhe fdi pldH 
Aire in his attentions. When fhc was 
diftreflfed in die explanation c^ her idea% 
file recurred to the lai^^uage in which 
Alt had greater facility : and> as he 
underftood pcrfeflly and fpdce Spanifli 
fluendy^ he turned h^r ideas into French 
after her^ which (he repeated Her d* 
roidity found cafe by overcoming di£« 

^ultiesj 
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cultjtt^ ^d his Cocietj became deBri^k 
from Ait inftm^Uon k conveyed. 

Goimz was obfiged by the civili- 
ties fliewed tO'hts krved companion^ and 
trufted to ius ages ^hile Eleonfom had 
no fufpicion ; or^ if ihe liad had any^ 
ihe wotdd h^v6 trufted to tia ptofer- 

Monfiuit VAbhi endeavoured to dif^ 
pOfe her rand to his p^poie by the 
rcdtal of Ikile anecdotes dtttt did not 
tell much to the honour of her fex^ yet 
difllpated the mind, and b generally the 
llrft ftep taken td inflilenct aiid klapt 
it to the impfeifions which tend to the * 
objeft of fedddtioii. « 

The difFei-cnt intrigues of Paris, the 
Httle ballads, jeux d^efprih^ and bons mots, 
trith.eharadeiis and foibles of the foci'- 
cty whkb Eleonora oceafionally mixed 
id, wer^ topics of convetfation, which 

* D 4 ihtroduced 
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introduced compliments to her ||[irfoa 
and manners, which were made with 
caution, conferring his own ideas on her 
condufl:, by drawing an obvious con- 
trail, and making her panegyric only by 
implication. . . 

Eleonora fomctimes blulhed at his re- 
cital of fcandal, and reported his conr 
verfation to Gomez, which railed her 
in his efteem, from her delicacy; but 
aflured her, that, in all focieties^ fhe 
xnuft cxped to meet (imilar converia- 
•tion. 

She believed fhe had too much fuT- 
ceptibility, yet never wiftied to purchafe 
fociety or convcr&rion at the expenfe of 
her feelings. 

After fome time, his defire exceeded 
his judgement 5 for, he had fenfe fuffi- 
cient to perceive that there was an in- 
nate virtue that was impoflible to be 

(haken. 
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(haken^ that ihrunk even at the Iha- 
dow of vice; yet his wiflies and bale 
pafTion predominated^ and^ like a mad*- 
man^ made an eflay that hi^ reafon, not 
his villany, had rejcfted. 

The abbe's revenues were confide- 
rable. His hotel, his equipage, and 
fervants, were all in proportioned ele- 
gance and grandeur; bis furniture re^ 
cbercbee it magnifique. His hotel had 
been furnifhed in a fimilar ftyle of ele- 
gance to his patron's, the Duke of 
L ; and both this at Bourdeaux, 

though leis frequendy than that at Pa- 
ris» had ferved his pleafures. 

The protege was gratefuL ta his be- 
ne&£tar. 

The intimacy of the connexion be- 
tween the Duke of L-r— - and the 
pucheis ' of R— — will paint the man- 
aers of Paris/ and offer an image of 

D 5 happinefs 
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In^pineis adapted to the capacity of ho- 
pauh nature. 

Let the fancy imag^ die Duke of 
Ij— •, the Duchcfe of R -^ the ab- 
be, and the Marchioncfs of C ■ , feat- 
ed at a delicious, though fniall> fup- 
pen 

The attendants difmiffed by the abbe 
with a fine from Martial to the duke: 

^ Nos offsndhnttr ambukntr ooeiuu.'** 

The fervants withdrawn, the two h^ 
vers and the two ladies a£ cafe defiver 
themfelves to the influence of love and 
wine. One, trufting to champagne, had 
ofFered a copy of vcrfes on a very 
tender and very . expreflive declaradon 
of his paiTion, that he wifhed ta have 
returned as fooh as read. What a le^ 
of exprefiion 1 What an aretuw6 i» 
(he eye! The Vcm» Pcttal^— THi 

odier 



Other converts, but docs not write i 
intereftingi though fireei and his ^ 
courfe creates a blufh. 

'' At leaft/' ihe fays^ in filling him 
a bumper^ ^* let the wine make an apo- 
«• logy for your temerity/' 

*• Ah! my heart ovcrftowsj and beau-^ 
^' ty intoxicates my &ncy to polidve en* 



cc 



joymcnt 



» 



" Driric, and be wife r 

'^ As you deflre it. Here, Aen, ifK 
«« dead of being Thyrfis and Colitfj, I 
" will be Anacreon/' 



^' £i good humour ? 



y> 



*• At yduf fide, I jutt alTwys." 

And vtt leitvt dieitl: if woidd be 
duJJSefOitt to fbfiow Aedi Bitihet. tht 

D 6 pi^tuic 
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pidhire of fancy is airtainedj to tv^id 
raifing an alarm in the boibm of ttmid 
pudicity. 

. Men dine at Paris, and women fup. 
Wax-light is more favourable. The day 
is turned into nighty and night into 
day. They dine at four, and their toi- 
let detains them till late in the eve- 
ning. 

The Duchefs of R was idoUzcd 

by the Duke of L- Both young 

and amiable, they found each other def* 
Oned by nature, but difunited by Hy- 
men. The young duchefs had married 
an old man, the duke an old woman» 
with a large fortune. Deftiny, matter 
of gods and men, had fo difpofed things. 
The young duchefs was, at firft, very 
unhappy : the young duke was grieved : 
but he had a fiiend, the Count G- , 
a true Heard, rich, gay, loving every 
thing that is to be loved^ laiighing at 

every 
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every ^ thing, always in purfiiic of plea- 
furc, cafy in his defeat or dilappoinr- 
mcnt, and plcafcd if they tended to o- 
thers amufement. After women, he loved 
his friends; or^ after his friends> wo- 
men i for, his love was alternate : af- 
ter women, then, or his friends, wine ^ 
after wine, the table ;. after the table*, 
moderate, play ; then hunting, riding, or 
walking; muiic, and the o|)era. He 
was an economift, good to his tenants, 
their happinefs was his, his deiire was 
to fee them ia eafy circumflances, and 
he promoted marriage among them by^ 
prefents to the bride. Such, is th^ef- 
quife of the charader of the friend of 
the Duke of L 

* 
« I am very wretched," fmd the latter 
to him one day. " They married mc^ 
^' at fbiteen, to a fortune. . I have a 
f* fon: that is all they wifhed for:- my 
<' happinefs was indifferent to their i- 
<< dcas> and the leaft objieft of atten- 

" tion. 
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•« toon. Mifi G— <— was manned to 
** that old duke ; bad fhe been to me, I 
** had tben been happy ; bkfled indeed!" 



<« And fbe fh^ make you happy 
yet>'* repficd the cocnt. 



cc 



'^ Ah no! How? by what means? 
^ She is virtue's felf ! Ajnd, befides, 
^ I po&fi no fpirit of intrigue ; nor 
^ do I wiih for a traafieot bappiiitfi» 

dial 
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^' You fhaU not have a tranfiene h^ 
pinefs> that ■ ■ ■■ ; but a ibiid and 
permanent happinels. Leave the ma« 
n^gement of this aSsttr to me ;. I hare 
'^ a iicde more experience than you: 
*< I am mtt-and-twenty, and you are 
^ but two-and^twenty ; we are iUp fo^ 
^ snantie at your age^ bir we Mafe 
^ to be any longer fo at minei I aitt 
<^ intimately acquainted with the Mar^ 

^ Oiomk «f M-^ii^H, bci fticnd^ we 
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ball make you happy in your at- 
ichtncnt. The nfarchioncft is hand- 
Drtie, and' I love her: f6u and the 
luchds may be as virtuous as you 
rifli to be. What fignifies how or 
/here wc find our happinefs or plea.- 
iire> fo that we ace amuied l*^ 

fhe duke was confoled 

V. few days after, the count obtained 
xncrrview (or the duke with the du^ 
fs. They met at the houfe of the 
rchibnefs/ The two lovers fek the 
loft rcferve : on one fide, all re- 
Si: ', blufhes, diffidence, and retention^, 
the other. 

• Were you ermiyf?''' fkid tRt ccfunt 
Im friend on leaving dife houfe. 

* I netcr inr my life felt fo flmch^ plea- 
[fare.** 



<f 



ut 
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'^ Let the cridcs and coxcombs nul,'' 

'' and fatire and epigra;n be exhauftcd) 

" on love and its followers j but be i 

•« Celadon, if it is your pleafure : and, 
*^ in its purfuit, there is nothing laughs 

" able or ridiculous, when it is follow- 

" ed with ardour and difcretion. I 

'* do not underftand why fafhion, or 

" our falhionable authors, (hpuld regu- 

*' late our amufements> or diAate to 

" us the manner by which we are to 

" be regulated, in the purfuit of our 

" enjoyments, by their own ideas. A 

<' ridiculous and contempdble prefump-^ 

« tionl" 

It was after thefe epicurean princi- 
ples that the count condu£l:ed bimfelf. 
He loved the handfome marchionefs ia 
his wayj and the duke the duchefs af- 
ter his own manner: no bad advice; 
no queftionsj after all the ilolen par- 
ties 
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ies at the marchionefs's or the abbe's> 
han ^^ Were you amuJedV 

But, one evening, the duke faid to 
lis friend, " I am diftraftedly in love, 

* and I have never yet dared to de- 

* clare my fentiments to the duchefs/' ' 

^' .You muit make a declaration in 
=^ the moft refpedtful and the mod fure 
'< and certain manner," replied the count, 
^^ if you think it abfdutely nece(£ury to 
'^ your future happinefs." 

<* I will make an avowalj but, ihoukl 
"IfpoUalir 

« 

** We will endeavour to give you 
<' the pleafure of being brou^t toge- 
** ther again. -— Ju refte^ confider your 
<* opportunity^ that is even an amufe-> 
« mcnt." 

The 
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The fartii quarrii was fixed for 
next day, at the houfe of die marcl 
nefs. The duke came fldl of bopt^l 
but too dmid to Ipeak : he had ^\ 
ten his declaradoai They fat downt 
taUe at eleven o'dockt When tht ie^' 
vants were difmifled^ the conver&ioB 
became more animated* The y( 
ducheis was gay and i^>r^hdy< Tlii^ 
€onver£mon turned en the iaerifioUft dit 
$t lover CQidd mak4 his Iniftreiti. Tk 
marchionefs raid» tht finfirifice flit pi^ 
ferred to all others wa^x the letteis i 
a rival; «dj in cof^equenct, fteor>» 
dered the count to delivcff ta her tftofc 
that he poOcffcd, He promiied com- 
pliance with her defire ^ fixuil a» be 
ftould have znj^ 

*' I fboukl,'" fold the duchcfe, ** pre- 
** fcr a lover who had never had ^ 
*^ opportunity of receiving any. Have 

« you 
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' ,7ou received any?" turning to the 

r 

^- He hcfitatcd. 

«c ^hat j yQu have letters ?** 

/^f ^ But» madain^ without bmog defined 
t them/' 

«< And do you keep them?" 

'' It wiMf not in my power^ «*- oneex^ 
• ccpttA'' 

« You have one f '* 

^^ Yes; but for the lake of a fong it 
'• contains." 

^^ I hav6 no ftg^t to i£k a &crffice 
*^ fixjm pu.** 

«« It 
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^ It is, however, only to you diat J ^ 
am capable of making any." 



" What! that containing the copy 
" verfcs?'* 

*' Yes, madam, I have even bi 
" it with that intention/* 

« Ah I" — And fhc was Aen flknt 

The duke drew it from his pocket,! 
broke the feal, and threw riway tlie| 
cover. 

'' How! is it fcaled ?•* 



.) 



^^ I intended to read it no more/* 



cc 



There is delicacy in the declant- 
** tion. But let me fee.'' 



She 
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She read: her lover devoured her 
h his eyes. She becaoic penfive. 
t requcfted the letter again. 

'* No," faid (he, in looking at him 
upaflionately, " I love much better 
. • • a • • . declaration . . . than an indif- 
crction ; and I like to fee you incapa« 
ble of one/' 

** Ah ! you have made me happy by 
your laft expreflion." 

The duchels finiflied the letter, and 
efentcd it to him. He looked at it ; 
d Ihe fearched for her pocket-book, 
put it in. 

" I adore you," faid the duke, while 
s eyes were rivetted on her's, waitbg 
r her anfwer. 



At 



94 



GOMEZ AND ELBOKOltA* 



At that moment, the count rofe fofilfij 
and faid to the marchioncfs» ^' I 
^^ to fee that charmmg piflure; agait^l 
, ** that you have hung in your ^| 
^' doirr 

%e underftood his meaning, and tb! 
count led her to her apartment. 

" Do you love me f " replied Ac do* 
chefs. *' I own to you I am not a- 
*' fraid of you. I know youi -add I 
" am fure, at Icaft I truft,^ diat «c 
^< may have a friendihip for each o^ 
^' without danger. Mine is founded 
«' efteem." 

^' And mine on refpeft, veneraooni] 
^' idolatry. I fhall be happy if yovj 
<< will deign to look on me as oo 
*^ man to whom you are ^dearer 
*^ the reft of the world!" 



^1 
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<* I will confider you as a furc, per* 
• fcft, and preferred friend.** 

*' Ah the dear words, that complete 
•* my happinefs!" 

After that evening, parties were made 
more frequently, and often at the abb6's, . 
when the count or the marchiohels were 
dfcwhere engaged. 

This paflion, fo pure, terminated like 
all paflHons ; and, as foon as defire and 
eftccm, which had generated it, were 
led,* it became extinft. 

It may be inferred, that women fhould 
be caudous how they attempt to change 
love into friendfhip* The former ne- 
ver fliould be fed with the aliment of 
the latter. Friendfhip requires a diffe- 
rent food: fmali fervices, (light atten- 
uona» a manner affeftionate^ though 

lirfit. 
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light, and rcfcrve without prudery, prc- 
fcrvc it. Love defircs traniports, 6- 
vours, that enervate, that relax^ that a- 
haufl: themfelves, and difTolve. 

A man of education, refined mannen, 
true tafte, poffefling every accomplilh- 
ment, is an individual to whom all ranks 
of fociety look up with efteem , and af- 
fedion; but more particularly the indi- 
viduals of that particular fociety, to which 
he fhould (hew a preference, by their own 
opinions of themfelves being corrobo* 
rated by their reliance on his fupenor 
judgement : and how much more is he 
beloved by an individual in that fociety to 
whom he fhould direft his attention to 
obtain his friendfhip. Friendfhip fuppo-, 
fes a want; and, the more the want is 
felt, the more lively is the meafure of 
the fenfation. How lively the fenfarions 
of that individual muft be, and how fwect 
the friendihip between the two, when the 
reciprocal want is fupplied, die fupplc- 

mcnt 
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ment made» and the obied founds ia 
C5ich other. This confidence and eftccm, 
I fuppofed^ placed on a being of equal 
abiliries, or if inferior/ only fo by nature^ 
though endowed with uncommon capa- 
city and more fenfibility; and if wc 
(faould farther make a diftindion of fexes 
between the individuals, in that cafe in 
which we (uppofe equal abiHties between 
the two, the efteem would preponderate 
on the fide of the man i in the other, the 
ittachmcnt would be. probably greater, 
from the confcioufnefs of the non-exift- 
ence of reciprocal ufe i and, if to one we 
bould add all the attractions of perfect 
beauty, the tranfition from friendfhip to 
love would be fudden and unperceived, 
and as impoflible to prevent as their 
chance meeting was to anticipate, or as 
the knowledge of their afieftion was to 
fbretel. 

Thus, friendfhip between the fexes is 

fomedmes ^fiicult to reftrain within pro- 

YolJU E per 
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per bounds^ and is (bmetimes to be fuf* 
pcdcd. 

Love is the happinefs of a day^ fiiend- 
fiiip the happinels of life. 

Eli^onora recdvcd letters from the 
Count and Countefs of Salinas full of 
Mrarm congratulations^ and Gomez re- 
mittances to a large amount. They made 
an excurfion to Touloufe, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which place they had heard 
of an eftate to be difpofed of^ the pro- 
perty of a French gendcman who was 
going to America, The eftatc was di- 
vided into four {hares ^ and the fmalleft 
part was divided from the reft by the 
river Garonne, which Gomez contradcd 
for privately, and bought for about one 
thoufand guineas : he then returned to 
Bourdeaux, pleafed with his excurfion, 
and fatisfied with his purchafe, to fettle 
his affairs and go back to Touloufe. 



He 
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He acqu^nted his friends with his pur- 
chafe, and Mn Gonfalvo with his change 
of opinion with regard to his intended 
fettlement in England. 

Previous to their leaving Bburdeaux^ 
Eleonora was agreeably furpriied one 
evening by a Spanifh duet, the mufic of 
which {he was well acquainted wit^, and 
which fhe had often fung, accompanied 
by two gwtars. Tue remembrance of 
former times, of moments when fhe fang 
the fame air, came (b forcibly to her 
mind, that (he burft into tears. Gomez 
preficd her to lus heart, and defired to 
know the caufe of the ftrange effeft^ 
She told him, that the fong made her 
recoUedt the many times fhe had fung 
the fame air thinking of him> and that^ 
among others, had always the fame ef- 
fcA, and the fame fweet confolation j 
and that, even now, though blefTed in 
the pof&ffion of all fhe wifhedj it had 

£ Q, m 
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ftill the fame power over her. It was in 
vain that even Gomez attempted to con- 
fole her, pleonora requeftcd that the 
fame tune might be j[)layed ag^n : he 
complied i and nature took its courie. 

The ifcgficians came the next day, at 
the fame time, and Eleonora de fired the 
fame air. As they were paid handfonficlyj 
they continued their vifitsi. One evenidgi 
when Gomez was out on bufioelsj (be 
defired her forv^nt to tell the womao to 
wait on her. She had conceived that ibe 
was of a fuperior condition to the fituft* 
tion (he was then in, and was afterwards 
juflified in her opinion. The pathos aod 
delicacy of her voice, with the tnie and 
juft manner in which (he accomparued 
herfelf, led her to think fo. When the 
cantatrice appeared, Eleonora thought Ihe 
had fcen her before i looked at her for a 
moment ; and knew the ftroUer to 13C 
'■ Who ? — Angelica ! Angelica, 

who was reported to have died in the 

convent. 



GOMEZ AND £L£ONORA. lOI 

convent. Elconora threw her arms a- 
bout her neck.— She had not /orgotten 
the confidante of her heart. — Nor had 
the low ficuatioo of Angelica changed 
EJconora's fortnrf*cfteem. 

m 

Gomez, on his return, was flfK^cifcd 
to find Eleonora in converfadon with the 
fkroller, and feated at her fide) while her 
countenance bore the (Irongeft marks of 
affability. ** Do not be furprifed," faid 
Eleonora, " this is my fncnd, whom you 
'* have often heard me gratefully fpeak 
^* ofi Angelica." And (he kiffed her, 
and introduced Gomez to her. Supper 
was ordered j and Eleonora defircd to 
know t;he rcafons that induced her to 
leave the convent with fuch precipitancy 
as not to have communicated her inten- 
tion even to her confidante. 

Angelica anfwered, that Ihe would 
relate a.ihort and fimplc ftory, in jufti- 

E 3 fication 
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fication of her conduft } and made the 
foUowing narration. 

*' After fome time, Eleonora, I was 
" forfaken by him oF all odiers who 
" fhould have been the laft to have 
<< ab^oned me. My mother felt for 
" my fituation {o much, that her dif- 
^< trefs impaired her health: and, at 
" laft, the archbtftiop heard of it,, and, 
" through his inrereft, obtained admif- 
" fion for me at the convent appropri- 
" ated only for the admiflion of the 
" daughters of men of family and dif- 
" tinftion. My mother parted with me 
" with the greatcft reluftancc; and I 
" heard afterwards that the feparadon 
" broke her heart. No foul came to 
" vifit me in my confinement ; I had no 
" friend to whom I could fpeak j not a 
'* creature before whom I dared to flied 
" a tear. . . . Thus fccluded, thus immu- ' 
" red, and thus forfaken, the mind had 
" no inmate, for three long years, but 

« the 
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< the agonizing remembrance of (Bghted 
^ vows and broken faith. For three 
^ yearsj I had walked oppofice to your 
^ roomsj with the fame melancholy ftep» 
'^ and with the fame defpairj before you 
'' came to the convent; but whether 
* my walking, my grief, my conftancy 
^^ to the feme fpot, or my face of woe, 
^' I cannot tell ; but fometlung attraded 
^* the attention of one of the labour- 
^* ers of the gardens. He obtained 
^^ means of fpeaking to me, but not 
^^ without fomc difficulty j begged par- 
f* don for his freedom; but the un- 
" eafy fituation that I fcemcd to be in, 
^^ he faid, had induced him to take 
" the liberty. He faid this with the 
^* greateft modefty and timidity. I thank- 
'* cd him for the iiitcnrion, and he re- 
*^ tired. 

" When he had left me, I thought 
^^ of nothing but of the means of ta- 
*^ king . advantage of his oflfcr. I had 

E 4 " another 
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^ another fiiojt coaYCTSmon with lumj 
«' and be told me the cfiftrefied ficmdon 
'^ vhich I ieemed to be in bad cX" 
^' died in him the ftrongeft compaf'^ 
*< iion; hoped that I did not dcfpair; 
<< and delired that he mig^ lie of ftr^- 
^ Ttce to me : and added> that he wtmld 
'^ obey me in any thingt l^vtik if } 
*^ (houU command Um tb cfieA meansf 
<' of eicape. I thanked him, but tok) 
^^ him that I bad no fuch intendons 
^ but diat I would prove his fidelity O 
" fonie kflfer fcrvicc. 

** The convent I was forced intO> and 
^ it was always my averfion : an oppor- 
" tunity of efcapc prcfentcd itfelf to mc, 
" and I embraced it, 

" He procured feme clothes, which 
** he placed in one of the fmall hou- 
*^ fcs appropriated to the keeping of 
*^ the gardener's tools, and gave me a 
** key of it. He jdifini/fcd the boy that 

" ufually 
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'^ ufually attended him the day before 
*^ my cfcape. I dreffed myfclf in the 
apparel that Antonio had procured ; 
rolled my hair in my net, and be- 
" fmeared my face with fome earth, 
^^ placed a bundle of fticks on my Ihoul- 
der, and we walked through the gar- 
den at mid-day. Antonio took me 
to his cottage: a few jewels, and 
my other trinkets, procured me fome 
^' clothes, and more money than I had 
*^ occafion fon I remained fome days 
*^ in the cottage with Antonio, and be- 
" came his wife. 

" All his fervices to me, Eleonora, 
*' proceeded from affcftionj and how 
" could I be ungrateful ? I love him 
'^ with all my heart. Antonio had tra- 
'^ veiled in Italy with fome former maf- 
*' tcr, and had learned to fing, and to 
** accompany himfclf on the guitar ex- 
^* ccedingly well. My child, that had 
** been placed in the Foundling-Hof- 

E 5 *« pita!. 



• 



I06 GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 






pital, I brought away with me, by 
Antonio's exprefs dcfirc, whom he 
** loves as if he were his own. My 
" boy is fcven years old, and already 
" plays well on the fiddle : you (haD 
*^ hear him. We travelled on foot hi- 
" ther, all the way from Madrid; and 
" I am, God be praifcd! infinitely 
" happy." 

Eleonora aflced for her hufband ; and, 
on being told that he waited for her, dc- 
fired the fervant to requeft him to come 
up flairs. 

They fhewed much civility to An- 
gelica's hufband, who was much fiir- 
prifed at meeting with his wife's friend 
at Bourdeaux. Antonio told Eleonora 
that the only unhappinefs that Angelica 
feemed to have always to lanient was, 
her want of confidence, in not impart- 
ing her cfcape to her; and, whenever 
ihe had mentioned her name, that ihe 

fincerely 
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fincerely regretted fhe had not propofed 
CO her to come away with her. An- 
gelica excufed herfelf by avowing to 
Eleonoraj that, happy and fuccefsful in 
her efcape, fhe had fince fufFcred much 
irom being parted from her; but, ac 
the dme, fhe thought her fo good and 
fo innocent, that fhe was afraid to at- 
tempt to perfuade her to accompany 
her, and was terrified that, after ha- 
ving made the communication, fhe (hould 
difTuade herfelf from going ; and, if fhe 
had added her own wifhes to her rea- 
fons, fhe muft moft certainly have pre- 
vailed. 

It grew late, and Angelica took her 
leave. Gomez and Eleonora admired 
the mutual affeftion that exifled between 
A^ntonio and Angelica. It was a An- 
gular inflance of afFe£lion in Angelica, 
ivho had been educated in every ele- 
gance; and more fmgular in Antonio, 
vho rofc fuperior to falfe refinement, 

E 6 by 
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by acting direAly in oppolition to the 
received notions of the world. He loved 
Angelica; he fought his own happinei^ 
by procuring her pleafure; he looked 
with forgivcnefs on her betrayed inno- 
cence; a natural fympathy of ioiitadoD 
taught him afiedion to her child» 

The two next days, Eleonora heard 
no ferenade. She was anxious aboK 
her friend, and made inquiries to ob- 
tain information of where flic lived 
She feared that the difference of their 
fituations had operated on her mirxl fo 
as to produce fliame of the lowneis of 
her own; but, the day after, flie found 
her conjcfture ill-founded. AngeUca 
came, at the rime of dinner, accompa- 
nied by three or four muficians, bc- 
fides Antonio : they fang and played, 
alternately, fome of the moft beaimfii 
Italian and Spaniih mufic. Eleon(xa 
defired Angelica and Antonio to come 
in> and iofifted on their dining with her 

and 
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and Gomez. Angelica prefented her 
fan to Eleonora, and he flaid alfo. 
The fervants were ordered to prepare 
feme entcnainmcnt below for the reft 
of the band. 

As thb was the day before their de- 
parture for Touloufe, Gomez told them 
of his litde purchafe there^ and offered 
them an afylum in his houfe^ which he 
meant as permanent^ though delicacjt 
prevented him from mentioning it only 
as a temporary vifit. Antonio, to his 
furprifc, refufed it; and it was appa- 
rent that he only fpoke the wiflies of 
Angelica, As Gomez could not pre- 
vail on them to accompany him to 
Touloufe, he took an opportunity of 
withdrawing Angelica's little boy afide> 
and put a louis d'or in his hand, and 
a bill that he defired him to give his 
father. Antonio, after fupper^ attempt- 
ed to exprefs his obligadons to him» 
but Gomez prevented him. Eleonora 

took 
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folitary and peaceful retirement of the 
country to the falfe, fa£titious^ and in- 
lipid pleafures of a capitaL She was 
graced in every elegant accomplilhnient, 
yet had no art but that which Ihe ufcd 
to plcafe her hufband. She never for- 
got thofe attradtions of die maid which 
firft drew his attention and won his af- 
feftion. The innocent manners of the 
maiden were prefcrved in the married 
ftate; When bufincfs enforced his ab- 
fence, he was regretted ; and his re- 
turn was waited for with expcftarioa 
His home was always defired by him; 
for, his Elconora met him with fmiks 
and all the winning foftnefs with which 
fhe was poffcffcd. She received him with 
fupprcflcd rapture, and he returned with 
ever-new delight. 

Though formed to fliine in the foft 
fcenes of life, and, by education and 
perfon, formed to inhabit a palace and 
to grace a court, Gomez preferred to 

dweU 
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dwell in a cottage with the woman of 
his heart, to live in a cabin by love 
cmbellifhed, than to walk a drawing- 
room, courting the fmile of the idol of 
tjhe houTi to folicic its intereft in the 
purfuic of fortunci or its fallacious prQ« 
tnilci to gfllft inordiaate ambition. 

• 

The few cottages that were (catierrd 
ground his houfe had neither the af- 
ffi&, nor t}ie . inconvenience, chough they 
aflumed the name, of a village. The 
cottagers, fliordy after their arrival, wait- 
ed on them, to pay dieir refpefts. They 
were all .drefled in their bed clothes^ 
and the mod: rich had brought fome 
trifling prefents. Some prefented fruit, 
and others flowers. Eleonora's manners 
and condefcenfion were not loft on the 
poor, the opprefTcd, peafantry. Unac- 
cuftomed to the vifit of the lord of the 
foiij the fetdement of an equal had 
been a plcafure, but the*refidcnce of a 

iuperior was deemed a bkfling, when 

his 
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his manners indicated a profptSt of the 
augmentation of their fmall (hare of hap- 
pinefs. 

Gomez was their equal by nature and 
in his conduf):, and they thought fo, 
though they felt the benefit of his ac- 
cidental fuperiority in point of fortune. 
They had been apprized of the intended 
vifit by their fervants, and Eleonora had 
purchaied a few fmall prefents to beftow 
on the young women. 

When they had offered their little gifts 
and paid their congratulatory compli- 
ments, the young men and women dif- 
pofed themfelves in couples to dancCi 
and Gomez defired them to change their 
place to a fpot behind the houfc, which 
had been cut after the manner of an 
Eoglifh lawn. Tables were immediately 
brought from the houfe, and covered 
with cold meats and wine ; and Gomez 
took one of the girls and joined in the 

dance. 
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dance, and apologized for his wife, whole 
iituation incapacitated her from doing the 
fame. 

The happinefe of the poor people is 
not to be painted. The old adtually 
flied tears of joy, and the young envied 
the girl who had the happinefs of be- 
ing his partner. Some broke out into 
expreflions of jealoufy ; others defired to 
fhake hts hand; the bold kifled it; and 
the timid (idled by him^ afraid to exprefs 
their wifhes. 

They ate and drank, and danced a* 
gain till the evening; and, when the 
night fct in, they retired, with the warm- 
eft expreflions of gratitude for their re- 
cepdon, and intoxicated with pleafure. 

Some time after, Eleonora was deli- 
vered of a boy ; and Gomez* afFcdioa 
was increafed by that fweet pledge of 
love. It was a prognoftic of being 

ftiU 
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ftill happier iti having more children i 
and ^rls he wifticd for, to fee their mo- 
ther's features multiplied, and to hear 
their mother's angelic voice from their 
cherub lips« His imagination indulged 
the idea, and he longed for the time 
^hen his wifhes Ihould be realized) to 
behold his little darlings deriving in- 
ftruflions from their accomptiihed add 
fond mothers and, as they increafedin 
yearsi fo to increafe in their reiemblaiice 
and in beauty, like rofe-buds from the 
fame fweet tree. 

Eleonora was now dearer to Gonlez 
than ever. He loved her as . a wife 
and as a mother more than as a bride. * 
His deUcacy and his fenfadons at firft'. 
hurried him to quit his houfe^ thoi^ 
his fears ftiortened the diftancc. He 
walked in fight of it, and bis happineisy 
his fears for her health, the furroundiog 
country, where he &ncied he law his 
Eleonora, preyed on his mind, and at 

laft 
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Jaft his grief obtained vent by tears. 
He raifed his clafpcd hands to the Al- 
mighty, and implored his protcftion for 
his wife and her infent/ " Great Au- 
«^ thor of nature!" faid Gomez, '* Source 
•^ and Support of all things ! lettnc/up- 
*^ plicate thee ftiU to conrinue thy pro- 
*5 tcftion to one innocent, to one, thy 
*' fimple child of nature, and of truth 
«* and virtue, my beloved Eleonora : 
«^ proteft her as (he merits, ftrengthen 
«^ her as ihe dciferves, to fulfil the ends 
<* of her exiftcnce, to accomplilh the 
** ends of thy omnifcient ordination in 
** the intricate duties of a mother." 

; His mind became calm, and he re* 
turned to his houfe, and would no longer 
protraft his vifit to Eleonora's cham- 
ber. He found her afleep, with her 
arm uncovered : he lifted her hand gen- 
dy, and let it lie foftly on his ownj 
looked at its his tears bathed it; and 
he ftooped and kiflcd it. Eleonora a- 

woke, 
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woke, beheld him in tears, called him 
her Gomez, and knocced her arms round 
his neck ; afked him why he was fo 
long before he vifited her ; if he had 
feen her boy j and, ever after that time, 
he was almoft incefTantly with her. 

The peculiar palenefs of her chceksii 
attendant on her confinement, now be* 
gan to di&ppear. Her eyes regained their 
ufual Iiiftre, and danced in their ufual 
manner over her cheeks, that were ne- 
ver naturally reds but, when fhe ipoke, 
they were almoft always fluflicd ^di 
bluffaes. Her lips obtained their ruby 
colour, and their gende moiihire feem- 
ed the efFeft of her perfumed breath, 
that diftilled itfelf as it paiied them. 

She was foon able to walk about the 
grounds, and the inceflant and unre- 
mitted attention of Alvarado helped her 
recovery. 



He 
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He had builc a little hut in a retired 
part of the grounds, and ornamented 
It with honeyfuckle, fweet-brier,- and 
jei&mine> and he called it %e I^er- 
cnitage. When he rofe to fuperintend 
the labourers, he would frequently re- 
turn to tell Eleonorayof Ibaie||ittle in- 
tended improvement of% fhad&f light 
on the Hermitage, orilftite hiHb rife, 
to breakfaft under the large cncfiiut- 
tree near the houfe, or to tafte the 
fweet air of the mormng; or would 
fomerimes, though rarely, (for, Ihe an* 
dcipated his wi(h,) tell her that he wilhed 
for her at his fide i for, he never moved 
with plcafure but when with her. 

Gomez employed himfclf on the culti- 
vation of his eftatc. He analyzed the 
foil, and difpofed of it according to its 
relative qualities. He made wine and 
oili and grew fome corn. He was a 
humane and gentle mafter, though re- 
gular 
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gular and aflTiduous; and^ at the end 
of the fecond year, his eftate gave a 
produce that was fold for more than a 
liiueenth of the original purchafe. 

Eleonora's occupations were of an en* 
tirely different nature. She had the 
v^hole management of their mtemat tf* 
fiirs, tiie fuperintendence of the fervaDtS} 
the diftribution of their bufinelsj a pe- 
culiar and ftrid regard to their ftum« 
ners, morals, and their attendance on &> 
vine fervice. Every month, they had a 
gala-day, and they met and danced: 
fmall prefents were diftributed among 
thofe who excelled, and prizes were 
given to the men who were more emi- 
nent than the reft in their different ex* 
ercifes. 

Two years had elapfed in this uncfit 
turbed felicity, and Gomez was blefied 
with another fon. 



His 
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His friends in England had conftandy 
correiponded with him $ and Mr. Gon- 
falvo had) for fome cime^ intimated an 
intention of fome part of his family 
going into the fouth of Francej as ne- 
ccffary for the cftablifliment of their 
health. On that intimation^ Gomez im* 
rae^tely wrote the mod prefling and 
warm felicitation to defire that they 
might put their refolution in praftice ; 
chat he was fituated in one of the moil 
beautiful fpots in the worlds in the cen- 
tre of Languedoc, and in the yici« 
nicy of the hot baths of Baffures and 
Cauterets. 

Moles and Gonfalvo's two daughters 
made preparations for their journey, and 
left Ehgland foon after the receipt of 
Gomez' invitation. They paffed from 
Calais to Paris, and from there, through 
Lyons, to Languecioc. The pleafure of 
xavelling had fuch an eSedt on the mind. 

Vol. II. F and 
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and operated fo powerfully to the re-ef- 
tabli(hment of their healthy that they 
were almoft cured before they had sh- 
rived in the fouth. 

Expe£bttions were vsaScd on bodi fides. 
Mrs. Moles ^d lifter wiflied to fee 
Ekonora^ for whom Gomtz had fo miKh 
llifiered They looked on him. as i 
very eminent and accompliifaed man, 
and formed a &yoarabk opinion of 
his wife. Eleonora knew tiiat tbey 
were Gonialvo's daughters, to whom her 
Gomez owed obligations^ and ihe wsi. 
attached to them before flie had feca 
them. Their prefcnce confirmed her 
attachment, and they were fcnfible of 
it. 

The melancholy complexion of Mtis 
Gonfalvo interefted the feeling heart of 
Eleonora. Her face fcemed die index 
of her mind, diat expieffed an inward 
and fetded forrow. She was fi^uendy 

cheerfiilj 
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cheerfulj and fometimes gay and exhi- 
larated ; but fometimes a thought or an 
cxpreflion turned her thoughts on her- 
fclf, and flic then funk into her habi- 
tual languor. Every means had been 
tried to diffipate it, but in vain. The 
foft manners and grave deportment of 
her fitter made a different impreflTion, 
though accompanied with equal plea- 
fure. They were very foon intimate; 
and, from the pleafure they found in 
the fociety of each other, they fepara- 
ted themfelves from Moles and Alva- 
rado, who called them the infefara" 
bks. 

• 

Gomez' houfe was now more fre- 
quented than it had ever been, from 
the defirc he felt to procure every plea- 
liire that might amufe his vifitors. The 
varions impreffions made on their minds 
by the novelty of the fociety and the 
charafters that compofed it, but, above 
all, the fwcet attentions that they every 

F (^ where 
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where received, tended to their reco- 
very. 

Several young men of didindion paid 
their addrefles to lAi& Gonfalvo; but 
neither dieir fentiments nor their lan- 
guage Teemed to be the effed of the 
heart: they were all uniuccefsful in ob« 
taimng her favour, and failed in their 
attempt of makmg the dcfired impref- 
iion : their compliments feemed to con- 
vey a ftronger idea of themfelves than 
thc» impreffion of her, who was the ob- 
jed of them. She treated them with ci- 
vility, expreffive of obligadon, though 
fhe liftencd to them with indifference, 

Gomez received information from 
Spain, indicatory of the declining health 
of Eleonora's father, who would never 
liften to the reafonable poffibility of his 
daughter's exiftence. This intelligence 
deferved ferious attention, as Don Ve« 
lafquez de Caftro's fortune, which was 

confiderable, 
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confiderablc, would devolve to collate- 
ral heirs, unlefs his daughter's prcfence 
fhould contradia their reports, and her 
lawful claim oppofe their pretenfions; 
but her return to Spain would be at- 
tended with fome difficulty, as Gomez 
could not riik a return, and Eleonora 
was not difpofed to go without him, 
or even to leave her children, to feek 
a fortune* Moles reafoned with Go* 
mez on the fubjeft, and expoied the 
neceffity of undertaking the journey, for 
the fake of the cWldren. He propofed 
to him to return to Spain, and to con- 
du£fc Eleonora with him, and to re- 
turn with all poffible cxpedidon. The 
intereft of thofc dear pledges of affec- 
tion was a powerful and weighty rea- 
foni and, after long hefitation, he de- 
termined to facrifice his own indulgence 
in the fociety of his wife to their benefit, 
but not without her confcnt. 

F 3 Gomez 
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Gfomez broke the Ibbjeft to Elco- 
nora^ who ilarted at the propofition of 
leaving him, without confidcring the 
children. Then the obligation to go, 
the impoflibility of his return, ruflhcd 
on her mind : (he threw her aitns round 
his neck, and . wept on his fboulder $ 
and, whenever her tears permitted her 
expreflipn, fixe couM oidy fyy ^' Gofxiezl 
^' GqvmzV' 

In her mon^ents <^ loSe^ioo^ ^ 
weighed the n^ceflity in her mti4». m4 
was convinced that no other ipoijEiye 
could have influenced Gomez* prc^ 
fal, as^/^ie fhewed the greatcft refeic- 
tance, that feemed to incre^fe ^ fte 
urged .tl^ f>bligation (he was Mnder to 
conced<^ to the plan and aiient to thi; 
JQurnej^. 

While they were in this ftate of un- 
certainty, Moles was informed by his 

correlpondents 
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corrcfpondcnts that one of their (hips 
i^a» to fail from Cette to Barcelona ; 
and^ as it was determined and finally 
fettled that Eleonora (hould return to 
Madrid, Mrs. Moles and her fitter rc- 
folved, from afFedion and the defire ^ 
travelling, to accompany her. The un- 
certainty of the time of the (hip's fail- 
ing, and the probability of being de- 
tained in port for fome time, induCed 
Gomez to accompany his wife and frienda 
CO Montpelier^ and thence to Cette* 

- After two plealant days of naviga* 
lion, they congratulated each other on 
the profpedl of the mountains of Cata- 
Ionia ; and, during the lapfe of another 
hour, they perceived a fail, that proved 
to be an Algerine corfaur, that was gi- 
ving them chafe. They crowded aU 
their fail in vain -, for, ihe gained &tt 
upon them. In lefs than an hour ihe 
boarded them, and made them all pri- 

F 4 foncrs: 
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foners : the men were put in chdns j the 
women were confined together. 

Unhappy, amiable captives I your fum 
of misfortunes it was impoffiblc to calcu- 
late, as you were ignorant of the (hock- 
ing purpofes for which you were def- 
tincd \ 

Moles contrived to give informatiofl 
of their captivity to Gonfalvo and Go- 
mtz, whole feelings, on receiving die 
news, are not eafily to be defcribed. 
One lamented the lofs of two daugh- 
ters, whofe tender care and filial aflfec* 
rion were the fupport of his life ; and 
the other his friend, his companion, his 
filler, his wife, his all, his Eleonora, 
the mother of his yet infant boys. Un- 
der each of thefe udes, under all the 
epithets that the feeling heart fuggefts 
when deprived of the objeft of its af- 
feftion, he lamented her. His forrow 

was 



IL 



GOMEZ AND ELEOKORA. I29 

was extreme : his grief impaired his rea- 
fon. His Ikfe was defpaired of. 

The confuk and ambaflfadors of bodi. 
France and England were applied to^ tO' 
obtain the liberty of the unfortunate 
prifoners. No offered ranfom could pro- 
cure the releafe of the women, though 
Moles was offered his liberty, on the 
payment of a ftipulated fum -, but, be- 
ing deprived of the fociety of all he 
loved, he greatly difdaincd the offer. 
On their arrival at Algiers, Fanny Gon- 
falvo was immediately purchafed by a. 
merchant of Aftracan, who had ex- 
preflly come there to purchafe an Eu- 
ropean maid.. Eleonora and Sophia, 
who were more handfome, were pre- 
fented to the dcy, who placed the latter 
in his feraglio, and fent the former to the 
grand feignior. 

The promifed time, during which Ve- 
lafquez was to expeft his daughter^ had 

F 5 now 
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now dapfed. Prone to iufpidon^ which 
was increalibd by age and debility, he 
imagined diat die letters he had re- 
oeivedy which announced her intended 
vifit, were forgecU with an intention of 
obtaining the inheritance of bis fortune 
by peribnatbg her after his death. Dif- 
appointed in her arrival^ it was a pit- 
iiimption in his favour. The news of 
her capture a^ravated his - diibelief of 
her exiftence. His daughter^ he fiud> 
had been found dead in her bed; the 
abbefs of the nunnery of St. Francis hid 
told him fo: reprelcntadons ftono Go* 
mez and his friends to the conctary 
were ufelefs; he treated them as ridl* 
culoufly as her capture by the Algi? 
rine corfair, which he held ia cQntcn)pt> 
and defpifed it as a &b]e. 

His relations flattered him in his opi- 
ruon^ and added ftrength to his perfua- 
fions of her death, in expectation of di- 
viding his fortune* Vheir fucceis was 

adcqjaatt 
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adequate to conviftion^ though they wert 
frullrated in their hopes. 

Vclafquez became weaker every day r 
and> as he felt his ftrength fail him^ he 
grew more fuperftitious. His confcflbr 
perceived his wcaknefs, and was ac- 
quainted with his fortune. He talked 
to him on the fiibjeft of his aflfairs,. 
flattered his ruling paffion^ extolled hiS' 
ba{)pinefe in having fa much in his gtit^. 
iiicb means to blefs and to be bklTed^. 
by adminiftering relief ta the diftrcfTedj, 
by- bequeathing legacies to the poor^ 
whofc only dependence was en Divine 
Providence alone, whofe affcdlion was 
unbounded,, whofe cares and att}entions 
were incef&nt, whofc goodncfs was as- 
unlimited as inqomprehen(ible ; that hi^ 
donations to the poor were loans to 
tiieis F^oteSjor : but, above aU, he de- 
fired him to confidisr how he fhould 
bcft bcftow: and where could he bet- 

tip than » ihc virtuous^ the mor^, 

F 6 part,. 
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part, the poor of the church, the agents 
of Divine Will, the procHmers of his 
word. He told him, that every ducat, 
bcftowed on the houfe of God, or lent 
to his fervants, would be repaid him 
ten fold. Here was money laid out at 
intereft. 

He approved of the plan of lending 
his money to the Holy Church after 
his death, and made a will, in which 
he left the greater part of his fortune 
to it, and the remainder to build a cha* 
pel, and to perform mafs every day foe 
the reft of his foul. 

Gomez' affedion for his children^ and 
the help that * they required, made his 
exiftence neceflary and fupportable. His- 
cldeft boy was five years old, and 
received conftantly every impreffion of 
which his age was capable. He learned 
words in the French, Italian, Spanifh, 
and Portuguefe> languages^ and became 

acquainted 
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acquainted with their idioms, without 
perceiving them. He had a tafte for 
drawing; and a fiddle was placed in his 
hzndsy. as a play -thing.. 

Moles was condemned to the drudgery, 
of a flave, in a focicty of men the moft 
depraved and abandoned, and under aa 
Dverfeer who excrcifed over them the ^ 
moft wantoq and uncxaitopled tyranny- 
Many men had fallen vidtims to his 
cruelty. After a year's labour^ Moles 
became incapable of his duty. The 
manner of living and the heat of the 
weather threw him in fo iveak a ftate^ 
that it was impofiible to perform the 
tafk prefcribed him. One day, the dc- 
fpondency of his mind and the refiec- 
dons on his condition increafed his de- 
bility, and he threw himfelf, in defpair,, 
on the ground. The furveyor ftruck 
him ; his pride and indignation choaked 
the explanation of Us fituadon: the 

tyrant repeated lus corrections and. Moles. 

rofe. 
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rofe, and (truck him dead oo the 

The flaves, aftonifhcd at firfk at die 
aft, were motionlefs for fome moments, 
till a cry of joy and applauie from a 
few roufed the attention of the reft, and 
they all joined in the acclamation, and 
mutually affifted each other to throw off 
their fetters, and hurried round Mdes 
to wait the iffue, and to obey his com- 
mands. 

He proceeded to the fuperior, ac- 
companied by his brothers in afBi&kn, 
and related the fa£t : furprifcd,. and io* 
timidated at the appearance of the » 
leafed tumultuous body> he imtDcdialdf 
told him, that the overfeer had mexittd 
the punifhment that he had infUftedy 
and that he had his pardon for the deedf 
but Moles faid, he had not come to him 
to aik his life, which had been made^ 
a burthea to him ever fxnce hia cap^ 

tivity, 
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tivity, but to fubmit to the penalty he 
had incurred, and defired death in pre- 
ference of a life of flavery.' Awed by 

» the noble and manly declaration, and 
the cool manner in which it was ex- 
preffcd, the mafter attempted an apo- 
logy, by expatiating on the feverity of 

^ his furveyor, and defired Moles to ac- 
cept the fuperintendence, as the means 
of avoiding abufes hereafter, by a wife 
exertion of authority tempered with le- 
nity, 

Gompaffion for the fufferings of his 
fellow-creatures was the only motive 
that urged Moles to accept the charge. 
He told his iQafter that he defired no- 
kcreaie of power, but defired that it. 
m^ht be left to his difcretion to mi-> 
tigate the labour of his companions ; da- 
ting,, as a reafodf that their talk was^ 
beyond the ftrength of many, and that 
tke few who iverc c^able^ jfor a fhort 

tim«> 
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* 

cinie> to fudain the duty» at length funk 
tinder the ioipofidon. 

The opinion was conceded to; and 
Moles, under thefe circumftances, en* 
tered into his official fituation. 

The firft thing that he did was, to 

diminifh each man's duty to half d 

what it was before; and he fuperin- 

tendcd them with no whip, or -anf 

inftrument of authority : the bufincfi 
was performed by the mere language of 
perfuafion^ 

Their clothing and their food were 
better provided, and every neceflary was 
attended to. The fick w^re treated 
with all the indulgence their (ituatioo 
required. Moles won their efteem and 
affcftion, and his mailer's confidence.. 

Not long after his appointment, aa^ 
unexpedted circumftance promoted his 

fortune. 
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>rtune. The Dcy of Algiers was at 
^ar with the Emperor of Morocco: 
"xt dey's territory had been over-run 
nd laid wade by his enemies: he had 
o force fufficient to oppofe them^ and 
:xey had every where committed the 
i^oft horrid devaftadon. The inhabi- 
^nts who were farthcft removed from 
be capital had ^ fled into the more in- 
crior parts of the kingdom, carrying 
i^ith them the confternation and difmay 
hat the enemy had created by their 
pproach. The panic Ipread to Al- 
giers. 

Moles had the entire confidence of 
he flaves; he had gained too their af* 
bfbions, which were founded on admi- 
^tion and gradtude. He propoied to 
he matter the idea of arming them, 
md promifed to anfwcr for the confe- 
]uences. He told him he was confi- 
icnt that they would not abufe the 
u-uft he intended to repofe in them,. 

and 
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and tbat they would ground their arm^ 
whenever their iiervices fljould be no 
longer neceflary. He &id his head 
ibould be the forfeit^ if they adted n^ 
fionfijS^nt with the opinion hic had i^^ 
4ivened«^ 

On thi$ pkdge of aflurancci bis plao 
was acceded to. Moles then repaioEd 
to the (laves; and> having aflemUad 
them together, he pro&ffid to dhem ikr 
coofidefice he had in their honour, vA 
the. declaration be had mdde to ins fik 
perion The (houts of acclamation pst^ 
vented him from afking them if they 
would ferve with him: they hailed him 
their leader ; and, from the joy and the 

m 

animation with whidi they embraced die 
cauie, he {aw vidory in their' coouc^' 
nances. 

Arms were immediately ^ven to tfaen^ 
and, for fome days, he took great paina 
hx teaching them to fire with quickne& 

and 



\ 



^nd r^ulaiity, ^ad ^ dklpoie tbeoifelves 
into colgmns without confufion, Ut at- 
tempted to teach them iio(;hing beyond 
general evoliHioas, th^ ^ere foon and 
e^ly ^t^ed* His attentbn was not ill 
Ipellowed. 

In the mean time^ the troops of the 
f(if my fidvanced with the utmoft r^i* 
dtty. : f!hey piUaged the villages^ and 
Am ffit fire to them; wi^ as fear^ 
w)^n Qfv^ ieiioufljr ^xcitpd^ is prone 
tp in(9ea& rgdier than diminilh> the 
people were in vain excited to oppoic 
Sbem ; tin, at lengthy Moles was fatii^ 
Q(Bd with the taftics of his companu>nSj| 
^ fal&d forth to meet the cnemyi 
without ft^ndards or military mufic. This 
^rited condu£): created admiration in 
aU that beheld them. They marched 
with the utmoft good order^ without 
Qoiie or tumult; ye; the confidence that 
Moles h^d infpired^ the eagernefs with 
which they defircd battle, the pride of 

men; 
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men defirous of honour, the retricvatj 
of their loft reputation and charader^ 
were cvidendy apparent in their rclpco 
tive countenances. The example di& 
pated the panic of the trembling fu^ 
gitives, and incited others into adioiw 
Hundreds joined him on his march. 

ft 
Moles received information that dMi 

enemy had plundered a cbnfidcrable v9- 
lage, and intended to remain there it 
following night, committing cy^ry ci** 
eels, and revellmg without the findkft 
miftruft. In order to be convinced of 
the truth of this report,. Moles wcrt 
himfelf to reconnoitre their fituadon* 
The reprefcntation had not exceeded 
the fact : he found them in that eoa- 
fofion that ufually accompanies a fuc- 
cefsful enterprife^ Some were quar- 
relling over their plunder ; but fer the 
greater part was overcome by the 
groffeft debauch and intoxicated with 
opium and fpirits, and flept in the open 

air 
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before the day had clofcd. He re- 
ned with fatisfa^bion to his compa- 
His; and, with joy fparkling in his 
ontenance, he communicated to them 
lat he had feen. His addrefs to them 
s (hort: he faid to them, they had 
opportunity of acquiring liberty or 
honourable death j and that he would 
kd them to liberty and viftory. They ^ 
inifefted their difpofition and their ea- 
xnefs to engage by their vocifera- 
in, and one general and univerfal ihout 
IS their anfwer to his exhortation* 

When the night was pretty well ad- 
Liiced, and their drunken cxcefles had 
ofed their eyes. Moles advanced j and, 

their numbers far exceeded his, he 
as neceflitated to permit a flaughter 
at, at another moment, would not 
avc been fo juftifiable, and many were 
ut to the fword. The body-guard that 
Tfounded the houfc of their comman- 

^ had been fufiicient to defeat them. 

For 
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For fome time. Moles experienced i 
vigorous defence ; but having fucceedcdj. 
at firft, to fet fire to fome out-hoo- 
(cs, and, at laft, to the houfe itfclf, 
it was at length thro\yn into confii* 
fion: fome threw down their arms, and 
aflccd quarter, others fled, fome ^«t 
killed, but the number of prifbners tre- 
bled Moles's company. Tht prifonefl 
were handcuffed, and efcorted to Al- 
giers. 

The refult being fuccefsful, MdeS 
troops were much increafed on thdr 
return by the jundion of the country* 
people, who were full of courage wJM*] 
the danger was over. His number} 
which did not exceed eight hundred 
men on his firfl: fctting out, had aug- 
mented to three thoufand on his'i^ 
turn. He encouraged the dilpofidoa 
which he calculated might be' of aif" 
vantage to him at fome future period.* 
With diis litdc fuccelsfol band^ whe 

had 
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i before been branded with every 
probrious epithet, who had both dig- 
itized as the outcafts of fociety. Moles 
mncd in triumph. 

The news of the viftory had Iprcad 
slf fafter than his march. The dey 
Tpatched a commiffioner to Moles^ 
th promifes of future favour, and dc- 
ing that he fhould, in his name, an- 
•unce freedom to the flaves, and that 
ry might be lodged in the fuburbs 
1^ barracks fliould be prepared for 
zm; that he defired their future fer- 
ces, as regular troops; and that their 
yhad commenced from their firft en- 
linent. 

They had fcarcely reached Algiers 

iforc Mofes received intelligence that 

e enemy had again coUefbed forcr 

fiident to offer battle. He remained 

iy a few days at Algiers, to equip 

his 
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his men, and to arm the peafentry who 
had joined him on his return. 

By his zeal and aftivity, he foon cf- 
fefted the ncceflary preparations for a 
fecond enterprife, and he Tallied forth 
with the confidence of his companiooSi 
elated with their recent fuccefs, and m 
hopes, if not of obtaining viflory, at 
leaft of checking their incurlions. 

His numbers, though much indrcafdi 
had not increafed in military fkilL Their 
ignorance of taftics was, however, not 
fo apparent as it would have been if 
they had had to oppofe more regular 
troops. Moles was obliged to come to 
an engagement ; and, though he ftif- 
tained, for fome time, the* attack of 
the enemy, yet, after a fliort time, the 
terror and confufion among his men 
were almoft univerfal. They were three 
times repulfcd, but he once more ani- 
mated them to charge the enemy i and, 

having 
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having cluifen a feleft ftw^ and know- 
ing that every hope would be loft but 
by fome bold ftroke, he led the two 
hundred choien men into the thickeft 
of the battle^ and where the royal ftani> 
dard floated in the air. The enemy's 
troops were aftonilhed and intimidated 
at the bbldnefs of the attempt: the 
charge was made with uncommon vio**- 
lence and impetuofuy, and but feebly 
oppofed. The Ihout of joy, on feeing 
the enemy give ground, (truck difmay 
on one iide^ and, on the other, mi^ 
mated their courage. Arrived near the 
royal ftandard. Moles was defirous of 
feizing it. One of his company loft 
his arm in the attempt, when Moles 
revenged his death, and was fucceisful 
in the attempt. At the fame time, the 
general of the enemy was taken pri- 
foner ; and the reft of the troops^ ha- 
ving rallied at the example of the few^ 
made, one more vigorous onfetj and were 
Vol. IL ^G happy 



i 
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happy in efieding^ the flight of the 
enemy. 

Thus crowned with another vidlory, 
Moles returned to Algiers, to reap the 
fruits of it. A commiffioner met him 
on his return, who complimented him 
on his fuccefs, and added the fame or- 
ders that had been before given to 
him. He prefented Moles with a fword 
from the dcy. On the arrival of the 
troops at Algiers, they were lodged in 
the fuburbs. Moles received orders to 
w^t on the dey, and he received the 
mod flattering marks of favour, with 
promifes of the higheft reward. 

Moles's mind was too intent on 0- 
ther objcdls to engage icfelf with the 
promifes and future profpefts which 
the dey held out to him : he was too 
much employed in the thoughts of be- 
ing able to liberate his fair coinpanions 
in captivity. The fate of his wife, of 

Fanny, 
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7anny^ and the amiable Eleonora^ fat 
00 much at his heart to permit him 
:o indulge in the flattering reveries at- 
lendant on fuccefs^ or the vifions of 
future profperity. His own unex- 
pedted good fortune^ and the favours 
:o be confequenriy conferred on him, 
ivere the caufe of keeping alive the 
reaibnable hope of obtaining their en^ 
franchifement. 

Yet, amidft all his hopes, he trem- 
bled at the idea of meeting his Sophia. 
Nature, circumftance, and neceflity, were 
powerful adverfaries, when fct in com- 
petidon with fenfibility and faithfulnefs. 
He was frequendy driven to diftradion 
when he thought on the poflibility of 
the feduftion of his wife's affeftions frpfii 
mm. 

Moles made inquiries after the wo- 
mein who had been made capdves in 
Alt fame fliip with him. It was widi 

G 2 difficulty 
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difficulty that he obtained inteUigence; 
but^ at length, received pofidve and 
unquefiiooable informadon, that was af* 
terwards radfied by an oSiccr of the 
houfe, that Sophia, who was afcertaincd 
by defcription, was in the dey's fen- 
gHo» £leonora had been fent tp Con- 
ftandnople, and that Fanny bad been 
fold to a merchant of Aftracan, wbo 
came every year to Algiers to purchafe 
European women. 

This cert^n infonnadon gave. him. 
great pleafure, though he was. fick co 
his heart when he thought of the pur« 
pofcs for which they were dcftincd: 
probably, purchafed to kindle the dying 
embers of the old and emaciated, or 
t'* ftimulate into adion the impotent 
wflhes of a load of life. Thefe were 
bitter reflcdlions, and unavailing. 

The merchant was richly indemni* 
6ed for thofe flaves that the dey re- 
tained 
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tained in his fervice^ and received fome 
honour from his having fo readily ac- 
ceded to the enterprife. Moles was 
created an officer in the troops of the 
' line. 

• Negotiations for peace were opened- 
between the powers at war^ and Moks 
was deputed to tranfaft the buGnefs on 
the part of the dey. He fulfilled his 
miffion as a politician with as much 
honour to himfelf and fatis&ftion to 
the dey as he had done that of a (c^ 
'dicr. In one of the articles, he ftipu- 
lated for the extenfion of his territory 
to a more natural boundary^ to a chain 
^f hills, and a large river that would 
tnuch facilitate the means of defence if 
again, at any future period, they fhould 
attempt their unjuft and lawlefs incur- 
fions. 

• On his return, he was treated with 
every mark of diftindion and favour, 

G 3 and 
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and was defired to requeft any place 
.or appointment^ in return for his ier- 
vices. Moles requefted the favour of 
a private audience, which being .grantedi 
he fell on his knees, and entreated his 
indulgence to liften to him, and, if not 
grant, at leaft to forgive, his requeft. 
The dey immediately raiied him from 
the ground, and told him that he had 
already received his promifc to grant 
any thing that he could requeft, and 
<he (till made the propofal with the 
.greateft pleafure, as he knew his ho- 
nour, and trufted to his difcredon. Moles 
then prefaced his requeft by faying, that 
he could not di veft himfelf of the weak- 
nefs attendant on human nature, and no 
honour, fame, fortune, or emolument, 
could relieve his mind from its anxi- 
ety, unlcfs reftored to the woman of 
his heart, who could participate and 
Ihare thcfe Iplendid bleflings. " I have 
'^ a wife, fire," faid Moles in cond- 
nuation, " who is in your majefty's fe- 

'' raglio.** 
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" raglio." Here he flopped. The dcy 
anfwered him> that he would fulfil hi» 
promife; and, as he underflood that he 
wiihed fhe fhould be reftored to him> 
[here Moles bowed refpeftfuUy,] Ihc 
fliould be immediately delivered to him. 

Of all the women of his ieraglio>. 
Sophia had gained the greateft afcen- 
dancy over him. A plurality of wo- 
men creates rivalfhip among them: ai^, 
obecfience to the will and compliance 
withdefire w^rc the only means which 
they made ufe of to gain the aSeftion 
and favour of their mafler. The fiici- 
lity with which he gained pofleflTion left 
hini no ardour of purfuit : his pride 
was never gratified in the accomplifli* 
ment of his dcfircs, as his wifhcs were 
always prevented. 

The deep forrow and melancholy^ dif- 
trcfs of Sophia, when firfl; placed in the 
fcraglio, were fo uncommon, that they 

G 4 created 
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Public and private entertainments woe 
givcn^ at which flie was obliged to ac« 
tend : ail the luxuries of the world were 
thrown at her feet : her apartments were 

frequented 
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frequented by women whom (he deemed 
beautiful to excefs, whofc language of 
perfuafion might conduce to relieve the 
anxiety of her heart: yet every effort 
was praftifcd to no purpofc. 

Her mind was never at eafe but when 
left to hcrfelf: when alone, (he poured' 
out the effufions of her heart on her 
paper, or accompanied her voice on 
her inftrument, finging fome plaindve 
air, at intervals interrupted by her 
tears. 

The intereft that the dcy had taken 
was foon turned into paflion, and the 
vifits> that were at firft infupportable,. 
were now permitted, as he difdained to 
trfe an authority that chance had thrown 
in his way, or to ufc perfecution where 
moft he loved. Her permiffion of his. 
vifiits was received and expreffed with, 
die pleafurc it conveyed, the unaficftcd 
icfuit of true paffion -, and her privac^^ 

G 5, was> 
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vfzs never broke in upon when ihe dc- 
fired to be abne, though a gentle re- 
monftrance was the confequence of her 
refuiaL 

Having thus infpired paflion^ it was 
impoiTible to be infenQble to attentions 
that were the refuk of it. Her reflec- 
tions led her from the efie£i: to the 
caufe : the oftenfible dominion gratified 
the mind. Obedience to her defirc$ 
was the Ibk means which could at firft 
diflipate the mind from brooding over ifiJ 
own forrow, as it participates diftrcis 
by ks intereft in alleviating it. This is 
the firft aft of friendfhip.. 

After fome time, her anxiety became 
lefs vehement, and the dey was grati- 
fied in viewbg the progrefs towards fuc- 
eels. His vifits were permitted more 
frequently than at firft -, and, as " (W 
" ne pleure fas taujoursy' fhe bore, with 
patience and refignation^ hia importunit^> 

and 
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and deemed herfelf ungrateful to return 
ought for love but equal love. 

When the dey had made inquiries 
among the eunuchs for the European 
lately purchafed, and captured in a Dutch. 
merchantman, and liad difcovered that 
it was Sophia, he repented of his pro- 
mifc. For fome time, he argued witli 
himfelf whether he fhbuld deliver her i 
but his word had been given, and how 
could he recall it ? He paid a vifit to 
Sophia, and the anfwers that fhe made 
to the queftions that he put to her 
were the caufc of complying with hia 
promife.' He afked her if (he loved 
him ? She laid fhe did. — Did fhe 
love another ? She faid fhe did. — 
If (he wifhcd to fee that man ag?un ? 
She faid (he did, and would love. him. 
better if he would grant hen that fa- 
Your. -^ The dey heard her anfwers with: 
aftoni(hmcnt, and every word pierced his. 

G 6 heart,. 
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heart. He imm r rii a frl y left ber^ and re- 
ared to his apartment. 

The next daj he lent fer Mvkf, 
wfMch was the name under which Moks 
was known among the Algerines. He 
told him he had iuffcred much^ in coO'^ 
fequence of his requeft; but^ as his 
word had been given, he had deter- 
mined to aft conformably to it. He 
thanked lum fincerely for his fervices; 
told him that he (honld experience more 
iubftantial proofe of lus regard when 
his wife would be delivered to him, 
which would be in the morning of the 
next day; and that it was with grief, 
he faid, that he was necellitated to add 
the expediency of his leaving his king-* 
dom immediately after. Moles was'fur- 
prifed at this laft injunftion, but die 
concife and explicit manner in whidi 
it was delivered left him without a it* 
ply. 



No 
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No time had ever appeared fo long 
to him as the time from which the 
ky had difmiffed him to the moment 
)f his fetting out to take his long-loft 
?vife. He was conduced before him 
Dhce more, and talked over fome plans 
:hat Moles had propofed for the bet- 
ter defence of his kingdom : and, on 
[lis taking leave, he told him that he 
parted from him with the decpeft re- 
gret. 

On his leaving the audience-chamber,, 
he perceived three eunuchs waiting at 
the door; and, by the other attendant,, 
it was figniBed to him that he was 
to follow them : he (fid fo, and he was 
cortdudted through feveral apartments 
to a large hall, in which there were twelve 
odiei^ : they all refpeftfuUy bowed ; and;, 
having arranged themfelves, fome be- 
fore and ibme behind him, and his. 
fjiit efcort having again bowed, they 

retired^ 
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retired, and he was conduced by the 
fecond into a garden, over the walls 
of which he perceived the top of a 
palanquin that approache\l him. After 
ibme delay, and after having difappeared 
and appeared again, the large gates of 
the oppofite fide of the garden were 
opened^ and he perceived Sophia's fi- 
gure. After having depofited the pa- 
lanquin, the flaves retired: they were 
then cfcorted to carriages of the dcy; 
one covered one for themfelves, ' and two 
others with Sophia's wardrobe and the 
dcy's prefents to Moles, and were con- 
duced to Moles's hotel by the dcy's 
guards.. ^ 

In this covered carriage, that fccmed. 
deftined to conceal his tranlports, (for, 
the light and air entered throu^ the 
top,) he clafped Sophia in his arms, 
and forgot all the expectations that he 
had loft in viewing what he had rcco- 

Sophiai^ 
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Sophia^ during her refidence in the 
&raglb> and paniculaFly at her depar- 
ture, had received prcfcnts to a con- 
fiderable amount ;. and the dejr had ge- 
neroufly ordered a prefent to be made 
to Moles CO the amount of about twQ 
thou&nd pounds Englifh, for his fpeedy 
removd according to his orders. 

Moles's firfl; determination was, to 
crols the Mediterranean, and to ftay 
£bme ume with his friend Gomez; bpc 
the (Irange fatality that attends all our 
adions prevented him from putting his 
refohition in praftice.. 

Moks had contraAed with a Frencb 
merchant, to carry himfelf and. his wife 
to Marfeilles. Their trunks were on- 
board; when, as they were going into 
the boat to reach the fhip, their atten- 
tion was taken up by a young foreign- 

Cfi who had walked two or three times 

b^ 
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** plurality permitted by our law, and 
** was forced to fuggcft it to her; fi)f, 
" her delicacy would never have perinit- 
" ted her to make the declaration^ how- 
'^^ ever much fhe might have wi(hed it. 

** After thefe prcmifes had been m^e, 
^^ he fsdd he confented to the agree* 
^< ment bcfor^-ftated^ and I gav« him 
^* tny rectipt for his debt, and he ct^ 
*< ded hi^ purchafe^ with the audiority 
" of the article of agreemenL I wailed 
'^ on Fannyj and told her Ihe was free^ 
*^ and at liberty to return to her bwn 
f^ country; that all that I afked was 
•' the permiffion of being ufeful to her 
'^ to accompany her in her return, to 
" wait on her with the obedience of a 
" flave, but with the anxiety and attcn- 
*' tion of a lover. 

** Tears fpoke her gratitude. She 
*' threw herfcif in my arms, and was 
*' mine for ever.** 

His 



GOMEZ AND BLEONORA. 165 

His language, hb manners, the, tear 
ftanding in his eyes, while he recited 
his conquefty fpoke the accomplilhed 
and refined man, and declared, at the 
fame time, the noblenefs and goodnefs 
of his heart. 

Sophia and Moles were enamoured 
with his noble condud, and told him 
that he had every claim to the admi- 
ration of the world and the love and 
efteem of the woman he had more than 
merited. 

The next morning early, they em- 
barked for Smyrna. On their arrival 
in the harbour, after a pleafant navi- 
gation, Iziluf dilpatched a boat, with a 
letter to his wife, to prepare her for 
the vifit of her fitter and Moles, for 
fear that their too-fudden appearance 
inight create indifpofidon. Shordy after 
the receipt of the letter, they arrived 

at 
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at Iziluf's houfc: Fancy clafped them, 
again and again^ alternately in her arms, 
and aflured them that nothing was now 
wanting to complete her haf^inefs. 

Iziluf was the only fon of a mer- 
chant of Smyrna, who had made an 
immenfe fortune by trade, and who 
had left the whole of it to him. His 
houfe, his retinue, and his whole efla- 
blifliment, were in the firft ftyle of 
elegance. Afiatic pomp and European 
elegance were vifible in his enteruun- 
ments -, and he took all the pains in his 
power to convince his friends of the 
real and fmcere happinefs he felt in his 
new acquaintance* 

Fanny ordered the children to be 
brought, and prefented two girls to her 
filler. Being encouraged by the caref- 
fes of her aunt, the eldeft child faid to 
her mother fhe would repeat her Icf- 
fon> and began to recite a prayer which 

was 
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/as evidently Mahometan, and declared 
t once that they were elevated in that 
uth. Iziluf drew Moles afide, and 
alked to him on the fubjeA, fearing 
hac it mi^t have been difplealing. 
4oles, as a liberal man, foon fatisfied 
lis anxiety ; while Fanny declared to her 
ifter that (he had changed her reli- 
rioiij and had become a Mahometans 
hac die caufe of her apoftafy was in 
>bedience to the wilhes of her huf- 
>andj which were founded in good ienfe, 
IS particular cuftoms, manners, and wor« 
liip, might chfh with the injundions 
3f his religious tenets, and which he 
was bound to corrcft, and which her 
principles had inculcated and had obliged 
her to perform, and which, if perform- 
ed^ would be in dire6t difobedience to 
that^ vow that fhe had made to obey 
him. 

She added, farther, that all the va- 
rious reli^ons, as fhe thought^ were 

indifferent 
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indifFcrent in thcmfclves 3 that they were 
adapted to the governments of the pla- 
ces where they were eftablUhed j and 
that they were good or bad according 
as they agreed or diikgreed with thofe 
governments. Then (he blcfled the mo- 
ment that fhe had firfl: beheld her Izi- 
luf; declaring^ that, from that moment 
to the very time in which (he was 
fpeakingy every day, and every hour 
of the day, Ihe had been improved by 
him. Then, kifTmg fondly his hand, 
ihe ihewed that her tongue did not be- 
lie her feelings. 

Moles wrote from Smyrna, to Gon- 
falvo and Gomez, immediately on his 
arrival, and was Ihewn by Fanny the 
plaintive packet of the letters of her 
father and Gomez. It was impoilibk 
to read thofe of both without being 
deeply afFcfted; but to Moles, who had 
been the innocent caufe of their captut, . 
the effed was doubled. 

The 
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The kttcrs of Gomez were filled 
with the ucmoft forrow, where you dif- 
covered^ and but feldom, the ftrength 
of his manly mind attempting to com« 
bat the poignancy of his diftrcfsl 

The diftradtion and depreflion of his 
agitated heart were but too apparent '^ 
and in vain were the pages rayed with 
die force of reafon. 

Owing to the information that he had 
received, that Eleonora was in the grand 
feignior's feraglio at Conftantinople, the 
letters that they had latterly received, 
fcemed to have been written with more, 
compofure, and, from the defpair of ever 
again feeing her, with entire refigna* 
tion. 

Moles endeavoured, by his' writing, 
to revive the drooping fpirits of his 
friend, by infpiring a hope of being 

Vol. II. ^ H a^aia 
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again united to the darling of his heart. 
He affured him, that he was devifing 
the means of obtaining the poflcflion of 
her, and that he would go to Conftanti- 
nople for that purpofe. 

The opinion of Moles, that Elco- 
nora was in the fcraglio of the grand 
fcignior, deprived Gomez of the only 
hope he had left; for, he was not fa 
idle as to imagine that her recovery was 
poffible to be effeftcd. 

However grounded the oj^nion of 
Moles was, and which he tranfmitted 
to the unhappy Gomez, it was for- 
tunately not true : EleonOra, though in 
captivity, enjoyed every thing that could 
be devifed to make that captivity fup* 
portable. 

The dey had entrufted her to one of 
the bafhaws, who was in the particu- 
lar confidence of the grand fcignior, to 

prcfcnc 
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prefent her to his mafter. The man* 
ners and pcrfon of Elconora captivated 
him fo much that he fell in love with 
her, and determined to ftake the pomp 
and glory of the world, his honour and 
his life, to poffefs her. 

Ifraim had fpent many years in the- 
character of ambalTador. Under thi& 
titles he had lived a long time in the 
mod polifhed courts of Europe, but 
particularly in France. From habit, 
the manners of Europe were more plca- 
fing to him than thofe of his own 
country. For an inhabitant and a na- 
tive of Turkey, he well deferved the 
title of a learned man; and, from his^ 
fefidence in Europe, he had laid afide 
many national prejudices. 

On his return from Spain, Ifraim 
had flopped at Algiers, and was in- 
formed of the late capture, and the dey's 
intcntipn of fending a prefent of an Eu- 

H 2 ropcan 
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ropean woman to the grand fcignior. 
Shortly after, the dey himfelf gave him 
the fame information, declaring that he 
meant to conBde the lady to his care to 
prefent her to his mafter. 

On the firft news of the capture, 
Ifraim had intended to purchafe one 
of the Europeans, if they anfwered the , 
defcription that had been made to him ; 
but the fale had taken place fo mftan- 
taneoufly that he was prevented. He 
bad not long to regret his difappoinc- 
ment ; for, at the firft fight of Elco- 
nora, he was captivated with her beauty. 
He felt a moment's pain when he thought 
that he was driven, by the force of af- 
feftion, to betray the truft repofed in 
him i but he was in love,i arid would 
have thrown worlds at her feet, had he 
poflefled them, to purchafe her fmile, 
and would have facrificed his life for her 
enjoyment. 



As 
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As foon as Eleonora was delivered 
to his wardfhip, Ihc was treated with 
all the refpeft and honour due to a 
beauty who was to (hare the fultan's 
embrace. She was habited after the 
Turkifti falhion, and her beauty ap- 
peared with double luftre; and, in I- 
fr^m's opinion, Ihc was ten times more 
enchantbg. When he vifited her, he 
cxprefled, at firft, thofe attentions only 
that became him as due to a fultana 
of the grand fcignior j but, fecretly im- 
patient of the delay that obliged him to 
mafk his feelings, he waited with anxi- 
ety the opportunity that her departure 
wpuld give him to difclofe them. 

. At length the neceffary preparations 
were made for her voyage, and the day 
was fixed for her embarkation. 

Eleonora's forrow, from the firft mo- 
ment of' her captivity, was not fo ap- 

H 3 parent 
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parent as might be naturally expeded. 
It was her conftant ftudy to conceal it 
from every one that furrounded her. She 
pined in fccret, while her condu6t fecmcd 
to yield to circumftances. Her grief 
preyed on her mind, and every day 
of her captivity impaired her health and 
enfeebled her whole frame fa much> 
that Ihe was incapable of bearing the 
impreflion of a revcrfc of fortune. 

The veffcl that conveyed Elconora 
and. Ifraim to Conflantinople had been 
before employed on fimilar occafions. 
The rooms dcftined for the fultana and 
her attendants were let apart from the 
reft, and, from cuftom, Ifraim was pre- 
vented paying thofe vifits which his foul 
thirfted after: his paflion, however, foon 
mattered the rules of fuch cold ufage. 

The attendants were all creatures of 
his own feledionj and he had chofen 
thofe who could not fpeak any Euro- 
pean 
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pean language. This was a fulHcient 
reafon for breaking through the common 
prcfcribcd rules, and the pretence of fo- 
ciety was an additional reafon. 

In the fir ft vifit that he paid her, 
he had determined in his own mind to 
declare his paffion ; but he was pre- 
vented by that diffidence which always 
accompanies it. Ifraim, too, difcovercd 
an inward forrow, with which he fym- 
pathized. His vifits were every day 
more frequent, but, for fome days, with-r 
out any declaration of his fentiments* 
The pleafures of her focicty fecmcd to 
him to be the only wiih of his heart; 
every ruder paffion had fubfided, and, 
unlefs reminded by the fhip's crew .of 
the progrefs that the veffcl had made> 
and in whiit time they calculated their 
arrival, he feemed to himfclf, on reflec- 
tion, that he had forgotten his main de- 
fign in the enjoyment of her company. 

H 4 At 
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At lengthy as if roufed from flum- 
ber, he hurried to her apartments^ and 
commenced the difcovery, as he thought, 
of his afFeAion -, but the uniform te- 
nor of his conduct had raifed fufpiciofts 
in Eleonora's mind that hardly wanted 
confirmation. • 

Ifraim requefted Eleonora to acquamt 
him of the place of her deftinarion prc- 
. vious to her capture, with the inten- 
tions of her voyage, and as much of 
her hiftbry as (he pleafed to recite. It 
was a relief to her mind to have a 
^erfon to whom flie could communi- 
cate it, as the difclofure of misfortune 
tends to its alleviation. She rap through 
the principal circumftanccs of her life 
with rapidity. Every fcene of diftrefs, 
Ifraim fympathized with; but, at fomc 
parts, he attempted in vain to difguife his 
emotions, and the tears ftole down his 
cheeks. 

Her 
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Her firft affcftion, the mutual paf- 
lon that exifted between her and Go- 
nez^ the difEculties with which their 
jnion was effected, their happy fetde- 
Tient and the caufe of her feparadon> 
:be modves that urged her to acquiefce 
:o it, the caufe of her going alone, and 
rhcn the difappointment in effefting her 
intention, the capture, and her dcftina- 
tion, were told with the fimpliciiy and 
energy that proceeded from the feelings 
of her ftricken heart. 

The rcfleftion that fuggeftcd itfelf to 
Ifr^m, that fhe had never commenced 
her unfortunate talc of diftrefs, which 
Ihe had related, not accompanied with 
diflike to the recital, and the probabi- 
lity that fhe had never told it unlefs 
folicited, was a much ftronger claim to 
his admiration and his love. 

H 5 When 
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When fhe had finiflied, he attempted 
fbme obiervations, but was prevented. 
He tried feveral times to turn the con- 
veriation on folme points of her ftorf 
that were of* lefs conlequence, and 00 
wtuch he conjedlurcd he was adequate 
to make remarks^ but bis grief totally 
prevented him from procecdiKg. 

After fome time, he toki her Aat he 
could difguife himfelf no loji^er^ tfait 
Ihe could bed attribute the modve of 
his diftraftion, that he could make no 
apology for it, that fhe raoft divine 
the caufe of the involuntary tSc6k. — 
*' I have been, ever fince the firft mo- 
** ment I faw you," faid Ifraim, ,** very 
" wretched; a flave to the lenfatiDns 
«* which you infpired, I know what 
ought to be my conduA^ what ought 
to be the refult and confequence o£ 
my afFeftion: I know I ought, at 
the peril of my life and fortune, to 

« liberate 
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' liberate her whom I adore more than 
either] yet, believe the finceritjr of 
my foul's paflion, while I know what 
ought to be my line of doty, * I am 
rendered as incapable of performing 
what I ought as I am of divefting 
myfelf of the affcftion with which I 
glow. If you are not infenfible to my 
emotions, compaflionate the wretch- 
ednefs of one who only wilhes to be 
your flave ; who fwcars, moft folcmn- 
ly fwears, that his defigns Ihall never 
raife a blufti on thy dear cheek, and 
that he will ever live thus only 
bleflcd, and kneeling to thy beauty. 
Choofe, then, Eleonora, whether you 
prefer to be delivered. to one whofe 
embrace ihall be adtuated by ca- 
price, whofe choice is diredted by 
the novelty of the objeft, who pof- 
feflcs many, and fubmit thy lovely 
delicacy to the hazard of a loathed 
eledtion ; or to blefs him with thy 
fmilc whofe heart you have captiva- 

H 6 « ted. 
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«* ted, and whofe fortune he will throw 
" at your feet I ftiall a(k no imme- 
*' diate reply -, your blufhes confufc me. 
" I will leave you to your own medi- 
** tations, but I leave you with re- 
« gret." 

When left to herfelf, flie was dif- 
trafted with the neceffity of dccifion. 
At one moment (he determined to go 
to the grand fultan, and to proftrate 
herfelf at his feet to entreat his com- 
paflion, and to be fent back to her huf- 
band: (he imagined his refu(al> and 
that plan was rejefted. Many fuggefted 
themfelves, and they were all given up. 
The moment pre(red when (he muft de- 
cide. — Fatal dccifion ! 

Ifraim had offered friend(hip and love ; 
but what love ?' the love of a conque- 
ror. He appeared fincere ; he proftSti 
affedlion; he fwore no rude violation; 

he made no propofals in confcquencc : — 

of 
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of what? of aflcnc. To what ? — — 
Never! oh, never! never! 

Thefe were the thoughts that agita- 
ted her mind during Ifraim's abfencc -, 
and, while flie argued even in his fa- 
vour, to truft to the love and honour 
that he had profefled, a thoufand doubts 
occurred that combated every argument. 
Then fhe cried and reafoned with herfelf 
alternately, and could make no deci- 
fion. 

When Ifraim vifitcd her the next day, 
he found her in * the deepeft forrow. 
Her eyes were fwoln from the efFeft 
of weeping, and flie was fo ill that fhe 
could fcarcely fpeak. On his approach, 
ihe burfl into tears, and entreated him 
to ftab her to the heart rather than afk 
an anfwer to his propofals. Ifraim was 
deeply affeded at her fituation: again 
and again he protefted an honourable 
palTion, wept over her, and entreated 

her 
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her to compofe her agitated mind. He 
told her he wilhed for nothing more than 
to ferve her, and that he would never tor- 
ture her by foliciting a choice. 

Eleonora now became fea-fickj and 
the ftate of mind in which fhc was did 
not contribute to her fpecdy recovery. 

The lofty towers of Conftantinopfc 
now appeared in view, and Ifraim re- 
gretted that his voyage was fo foon ac- 
complilhed. He now began to think 
fcrioufly of putting Ibmc plan in exc- 
cudon by which he might retain Eleo- 
nora, andy at the fame dme, not appear 
to have violated his duty. 

There arofe fomc difficulty in the 
accomplifhment of his purpofe > but his 
paffion was of that violent nature that 
he determined no obftacle ftiould im- 
pede his wifties. There was, among 
the attendants, a young woman who had 

fome 
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fome pcrfon, and about the age of E- 
Iconora. Ifraim pitched on her> and 
even meditated her death to obtain his 
wifhcd-for end. He determined to poi- 
fon her on the very night of their land- 
ing, and to fpread the report of the 
death of the fultana dedined for the 
grand feignior. This would be more 
readily believed, even by thole who 
might obtain other means of informa- 
tion, as Eleonora's late indifpofition gave 
a colour to the propagation of the falfe- 
hood. 

The languor attendant on Eleono- 
ra's recovery gave a peculiar beauty ta 
her Madonna countenance, and added 
frefh fuel to Ifraim's fire, and hurried 
him to the execution of his deteftcd 
plan. 

In the blindnefs of his paffion, the 
facrifice of the young woman was rea- 
dily determined on, though unaccuftomed 

to 
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to commit crimes of any nature ; and, 
in the cooler moments of refieftion, his 
heart (hrunk at the idea. 

On coming on fhore, Ifr^m was re- 
ceived with warmth and affedion by 
his friends, which he only returned with 
coldnefs and chagrin. This could not 
pafs unnoticed by thofe to whom hie 
was moft dears and it was more par- 
ticularly remarked by his friend Alca- 
nor, with whom he had prefcrvcd the 
moft intimate friendlhip from his ear- 
lieft years. They had no fecret from 
each other; and they both knew each 
other's heart fo thoroughly, that, had 
either of them attempted to conceal a 
thought from the other, he would have 
betrayed himfelf by the very effort he 
\^ Ihould make to difguife it. 

Alcanor read fomething in IfraimV 
face that betrayed fome uneafmefs of 
the mmd. His cheeks^ he thought, 

were 
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were funk^ his perfon thinner than on 
his departure> and a wild look with his 
eyes ftill ferthcr confirmed his fufpicion^w 
The appearance altogether of his friend 
diftreffcd him deeply, and the very firft 
opportunity he took occafion to fpeak to 
him on the ftate of his mind. 

Ifraim was not lefs defirous to com- 
municate thofe uneafy fenfanons that 
preyed on Wm, and to beg his friend's 
counfel and afliftance. 

When Alcanor heard the unfortunate 
ftory of his friend's paffion, he fympa- 
thized much with him. Ifraim accom- 
panied the recital with thofe exprelTions 
that border on madnefs, and, at other 
moments, with exprcffions of forrow that 
feemed little fhort of a melancholy ma- 
nia. 

Alcanor became quite interefted in his 
^end*s diftrefs, and attempted in vain 

to 
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to confole him. Ifraim l»d not comtnu« 
nicaced his intention of facrificing Elco- 
nora's attendant, and Alcanor was at a 
lofs by what means to af&ft him. At 
length, Ifraim grew encouraged from 
Alcanor's participation of his misfortune, 
and communicated his defign to him, 
and folicited his afliftance in its execu- 
tion. Alcanor fhrunk with horror at 
the declaration, and told him that feme 
unworthy perfon had inftigated him to 
fuch an a£t, as he knew his heart, and 
was well perfuaded that fuch a diabolical 
plot could never have, entered it but 
from the perfuafion of another perfon, 
and could not have been adopted by 
him but from the (late of rrind that he 
was then in. 

" My dear friend," faid Alcanor, in 
continuation, " I perceive, by your man- 
*^ ly franknefs in having imparted your 
^' defign to me, you are but half a 
•' villain, a mere novice in the perpc- 

*^ t radon 
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" tfation of a bad adtion. Believe rac, 
it is better you fhould give up the 
idea altogether : endeavour to appeafe 
the paflion. If you could once con- 
trive to oppofe it, you would acquire 
new ftrengch daily, and, at length, 
you would, I am perfuadcd, totally 
*' overcome it. Suppofe you fhould 
'* run no rifle to be difcovered, could 
^^ your mind be at eafc to enjoy your 
*^ fuccefs after the commiflion of fo foul 
*' a deed ?" — . " I would give worlds," 
faid Ifraim, '^ to obtain her, and I will 
*« lacrifice myfel^ or I will poflefs her," 

Alcanor faw lightning dart from his 
eyes at his angry fpeech, and forbore 
to urge him farther on the fubje6t. 

Alcanor then remained filent and 
thoughtful for fome moments, then ad- 
drefling himfclf to Ifraim, " I believe, 
*' my friend," faid he, " I can fugged 
«« a plan that may be purfued, whereby 

^^ you 
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" you can accomplifh your wifhes with- 
" out the aid of either a dagger or 
'^ a bowl." — " How ? How ?" faid 
Ifraim, with impatience. — " I have 
now in my poffeffion a young Vene- 
tian girl, who has but lately arrived 
here, who is entirely ignorant of our 
language, cuftoms, and manners ; and, 
what I propofe, is to fubftitute the 
Venetian in the place of your flavc." 
My beft Alcanor ! . . . my friend ! 
*^ . . . my thanks would be too cold 
for fuch generofity. In the anguifli 
of my heart, in the paroxyfm of my 
paflion, I invented the murderous cru- 
'* elty, but you have infilled virtue in- 
'^ to my breaft, and taught roe to look 
on myfelf with Ihame, and fhudder 
at my intentions. Your fuggeftion is 
admirable, and I will adopt the plan 
with pleafure." 
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The next day Ifraim went to court, 
and had a private audience with the 

grand 



GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 1 89 

grand feignior* He gave him a (hort 
account of his travel, and delivered the 
dey's letters, and waited his orders to 
deliver his fair charge to his mafter; 
at the fame time alTuring him, that, if 
fame had not exceeded, Ihe was one of 
the moft beautiful women in Europe. 
That the confidence of his mafter en- 
titled him to the privilege of obtaining 
a fight of her perfon, but the permiffion 
he had not availed himfelf of^ and had 
never feen her. 

The fultan was pleafcd with Ifraim's 
delicacy; at the fame time his curiofity 
was raifcd on his report, and he de- 
fired that he would conduft her to the 
feraglio in the evening. Ifiaim retired, 
and hurried to his friend Alcanor, who 
gave the neccflary orders preparatory 
to her introdudion. No art was fpared 
that could contribute to add to the bril- 
liancy of her beauty. 
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On being informed that flic was dcf- 
tined to (hare the favours of the fulcui 
with the beauties of Georgia and Cir- 
calTia, . her heart was elated with the ho- 
nour. She became a favourite with die 
fukan, who beitowed fome promotioQ 
on Ifraim, and returned fome handfome 
prcfent to the Dey of Algiers. 

Ifraim then returned to Eleonora with 
redoubled aSc£Uon after having been 
fuccefsful in the execution of his pro- 
jcft, which he inftandy, and with rip- 
ture, imparted to her. He avoided the 
telling her what a rifk he had run, but 
merely made a fimple narration of hij 
conduft, and left it to her feelings to 
put the interpretation that they might 
didate. 

So far, he told her, he had adted with- 
out her permiflion ; but, as he had per- 
ceived a dillike to a decilion, he was 

obliged 
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obliged to aft in conformity with his 
own feelings, which placed himfclf in a 
ftate of vaflalage, not her under the 
dominion of a mafter: but that, from 
that moment, he was refolvcd to Ihew 
her that his difobedience, in the firft 
inftancc, was neceflary only to convince 
her how devoted he was to her, how 
.rcfolved he was to aft conformably to 
his former declarations, to do every 
thing that his affeftion could invent to 
xnakc her life happy, without prcfuming on 
•his own attentions, or foliciting any thing 
beyond the enjoyment of her fociety. 

If Eleonora had been necelTitated to 
declare her choice between the fultan 
and Ifraim, fuch repeated proteftations 
muft have had fome weight, and might 
have given the preponderance in his fa- 
vour. She was affured, in the one cafe, 
to be treated as a flave, while the de- 
clarations in the other arofo from feel- 
ings which carried a probability and 

hope 
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hope that they might be one day fof- 
tened fo far in her favour as to ac- 
cede to her ultimate wi(h, her libera- 
tion; and its confequence, her reftitu- 
tion to the arms of her beloved Go- 
mez. She was pleafed^ too^ that Ifndm 
had aAed without her determinationj 
which, if it had correfponded with his 
wiflies, he might have prefumed on her 
decifion. The conduft of Ifraim was 
certainly conformable to his dedara- 
tions J for, he loved her to diftradtfen, 
and his whole time was employed in 
devifing the means whereby her capti- 
vity might be rendered bearable. His 
wiflies appeared limited to the delire of 
her convcrfation : her gratitude was at 
length excited, and flie pitied where fhc 
could not redrefs. Her perfon was lia- 
ble to violation, which he dilclained, 
while he loathed the fight of thofe who 
had formerly contributed to his pleafures, 
and he took care to convince her of his 
life of celibacy. 

Thus, 
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Thus, in die madnefs of paflion, did 
l&aim fpend bis time j never happy but 
iKfhen in Eleonora's fociety ; and in that 
i^te of torture he was to reniain^ in 
order to a£t confhlcntiy with thofe ob- 
ligations he was under to her^ never to 
Solicit for what his ibul thiriled after. 
When Eleonora's forrow, howcverj^ had 
fotnewhat abated of its poignancy, and 
gradtude found a home in her breaft,^ 
be no longer forbore to make fome 
delicate entreaties which bad not any 
apparent end. Her manners became 
more Jdnd towards Ifraim, though not. 
kfs virtuous: the confequence was un- 
foreieen by her, and his. paifion ia* 
creafed: he forgot all promifes, and, 
knelt more to her than he did at mofque. 
The importunity and anxiety of his mind 
threw him ill, and he wafted away 
i^ily. Pity then moved Eleonora. 

Vol. II. I The 
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The life that Ifraim led created the 
curioHty of his houfehold, and reached 
the ears of Zorainda^ a woman of the 
(eraglio, who had poflefled his heart for. 
many years. Exafperated at the prefe- 
rence (hewn to Eleonora, fhe rcfolved 
to revenge herfelf on the bafhaw, but 
was unfuccefsful in the attempt, and was 
obliged to leave the feraglio iii confe- 
quence. 

Zorainda had two children by Ifraim: 
two boys, both handfome,. but the eldcft 
of uncommon beauty. They had been 
bred, from their earlieft y^ars, at a 
diftance from their father, whom they 
had never feen, and were ignorant of his 
cxiftence. 

Zorainda, deprived of every comfort, 
(for, without Ifraim's aflfe£tion, life was 
bitter to her,) paid a vifit to her chil- 
dren^ and rcfolved to make the ekleft 

. of 
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of them the inftrument of his fortune 
and her revenge. She couched the caufc 
of her jealoufy under fo many and va- 
rious infults, that^ at firfl:> his young 
mind entered into all the diftrefs that 
his mother depifted, and fympachized 
>vith her feelings. She then entreated 
his afTiftance in accompiifhing her re- 
venge, and he warmly embraced her 
caufe, and defired her to command his 
life. 

He was inftrudted in female manners^^ 
and difguifed in the drefs of a maid, in. 
order to procure his admiiTion into his 
father's feraglio, where he was to poifon 
Eleonora: to efFeft his efcape imme- 
diately after the dofe was adminiftered » 
or to difcover himfelf as the fon of the 
bafhaw, if taken. 

This defign of his mother's was fruf- 
trated in its outfet. Seim was admitted 
into the feraglio j; but he law, and loved. 

la He 
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He was placed near Eleonofa^ in die 
capadty of a waiting- maid> and every 
intention fubfided into afFe£tion. Inftead 
of prefendng to her the p<n(bned cup> 
he drew poifon from her cyes^ words, 
lips, and perfon, that (bon rankled in his 
veins, and mfufed no rage but that of 
love. 



Admitted into her apartments at 
moments, he had opportunities of feeing 
thofe beauties which were commonly 
concealed. He gazed on her perion; 
and, in officiadng at her toilet, his fin- 
gers played about her neck and waift: 
^t, in another, might have created 
fulpicion. He protefted frequendy to 
her that he would rather be her flavc 
than exchange his fitu^tion with the grand 
feignior : that, if he were a man, he told 
her, he (hould love her : and that it 
was fuch beautiful women as herfelf 
that his prophet had promifcd to the 
good for ever, by the name of houris : 

they 
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they could not be more handfome, and 
her voice was fwecter to him than if 
he was told to feat himfelf on a throne : 
flic was all divine, and her voice was 
angelical. His fex was not fufpedled, 
and Eleonora loved iiim for his aflidu- 
ity and attachment. His fimple com- 
pfunents^ that> in another, would have 
been difplcaftng, fhe forgave, as they 
caaie from one of her own fex. 

Sdm's paflion increafed, and he me<« 
ditBted fometimes to declare himfelf, to 
C^^pofe his paflion, the motives of his 
copning into the feraglioj and his fub* 
dudion froni his defign by Eleonora'il 
beauty; but love and fear prevented 
him* 

The effeminacy in which Seim had 
been educated facilitated the impofidon ^ 
^nd, ^s his perfon was beautiful, he 
)vas wvcv fufpe(^ed$ but, from what 
piotive be created a paffion in the breaft 

I 3 of 
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of a womaiij it is difficult to ac- 
count. 

As Eleonora difliked the retinue diat 
was firft ordered to attend her^ ihe dif* 
fnifled the whole fuite, except a maid 
by the . name of Azela^ whole apart* 
xntnt ,was adjacent to that of Seim's. 
As they were united in the &me 
fervice^. and always together^ Azdsii 
though perfeAly ignorant of die fet 
of her companion, foon felt Iparlai^ of 
affeftion that were fir beyond tbflfc 
which ihe had ever felt before,- and fir 
exceeded the ties of fiiendfhip. So eJo- 
quent is the voice of nature! 

Azela frequently obferved a peculiar 
attention in Seim's manners when he 
waited on Eleonora in the mormng, 
and an agitation accompanied with bluih- 
es; while his hands trembled and his 
legs fhook under him when he attended 
her at the bath. She obferved, too, 

that. 
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that, when he afTifted, which he was al- 
ways Anxious to do, in drying and wi- 
ping her, he became pale, and drew his 
breath with difficulty ; and, when he an- 
fwercd, he could only cjeA one word at 
a time. This fhe was at a lols to ac-« 
count for. 

• 

Azela's apartment was divided from' 
Seim's only by a thin partition, which 
eafily admitted the voice to pafs through 
k ; and was diftindUy heard on the other 
(ide. She had frequendy heard him 
lamenting fome misfortune, accufing his 
Situation, and ejaculating fome incohe- 
rent words i and, fometimes, in a man- 
ner that left her no doubt of the un- 
cafinefs of his mind. She never in- 
quired the caufe, nor even noticed it 
to him, but frequently liftened to con- 
ned: his words, and to become ac- 
quainted with his fecret. After waiting 
fome time unfuccefsfuUy, fhe at laft 
grew impatient, and, one night, pro- 

I 4 ceeded 
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ceeded to the . door of bw apaitmenti 
where (he diftindly heard him tepett 
Ekonora's name, in his flecp> accofo- 
ptnicd with epithets of endearment which 
aftojiiihed her^ and prompted her to 
enter the apartment. The moon ihoDe> 
and fhe difcovered the fundamental caufe < 
of fo much uneafineis to him^ and was 
confirmed m her foipicbns of tiis love 
for Eleonora. Confirmed of hi« iex> 
jQbe found him griping tiie clothes wsh 
an extended arm, and his Ihort mwmun 
{jpokc the mind in a dream* She codd 
no longer refrab> but threw herfelf o& 
him and woke him» with her arms 
round his neck and her mouth glewed 
to his. Seim woke as in a fri^j and 
cried out feveral dmes^ " Eleonora !" 
till he difcovered his miftakcj but 
his whole foul was her's, and he was 
as infenfible to Azela's. carefs as he 
would have been if he had been a wo- 
man. 

Mortified 
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Mortified at the expofure of her per<- 
fon, but more fo at tl>e reje£tion of 
it, fhe hoped Ihc could move him to 
compaffion by threatening to difcover 
his fex, which only raifed his indig- 
nation and contempt^ and he lpun>^ 
her like a dog from his lbpha> and gave 
bimfelf up to his Ifate. 

Azela fcarcely waited the break of 
day to find ao eunuch to difcover Seim's 
itx, and declaring his love for Eleonora 
as the fole caufe that infkigated him to 
the difguife that had procured his ad^ 
miflion into the feraglio. The news 
r<rachcd Ifraim, who ordered Seim to-be 
immediately brought to him. While his 
flavcs haftcncd to obey his orders, he 
meditated on what tortures he fhould 
undergo i but, when he appeared, the 
beauty of his perfon, the fofixtel's of 
his manners, together with his manly - 
calmncfs and refignation to his fate, 

I 5 moved 
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moved Ifraim in his favour, and he dc« 
fired him to fpeak what he had to % in 
his defence. 

Seim then made a confeffion of his 
lex, and related the motives that in-^ 
ftigated Azela to the difcovery, with 
all its attendant circumftances, and flic 
was immediately difn\ifled the feraglio. 
He then declared that he had avoided 
to ipeak of other circumftances, which 
he feared would .only pain him, bc- 
caufc they had rcachejd' the ears of his 
attendants, but that he would readily 
difclofe if he commanded him. Ifraim 
defined to be left alone with Seim, who 
then difclofed fully his love for Eleo-. 
noraj carefully concealing, at the lame 
time, his mother's name, and attribu- 
ling his love for Eleonora as the only 
reafon for having procured admiflion into 
the feraglio. 

Ifraim 
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Ifraim queftioncd him where he had 
feen Eleonora. He faid, that he was 
paflingj by at the moment in which 
fhe alighted at the palace^ and he had 
determined to rifk his life by obtaining 
admifiion into the feraglio^ and wait on 
her as her fervant. This he had for- 
tunately effected, but that he had in 
no one inftance, eitheir in word, look, 
or adion, abufed his fituation: but he 
well knew the forfeit, and that he was 
prepared to die. " I have feen," faid 
he, " all the beauty of the world com- 
*' bined in one pcrfon, and I now Ihall 
** go and be bleffcd with happinefs e- 
" ternal, in the bofoms of thofe an- 
*^ gels, of which her's is a prototype, 
" promifed by our holy AUi, as I have 
*' been good/' 

Ifraim fmiled within himfelf at his 
juvenile prefumption, but he felt no 
rcfcntmcnt : he was confcious of the fu- 

I 6 ' periority 
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pcriority of Eleonora's beauty, and be- 
lieved Seim's tale, which- &oned the 
flame in his own bofom.* 

The mind thus excited to aflPedion 
was not difpoied to didate or pronounce 
puniihment. Ifraim tnfbntly recalled to 



* lit is difficult to judge of the extent of paflton in 
more foutbeid cliioaies. The origiiial conTqrs aa 
idea of vrbich delicacy enforced the foppreiilao. A 
iimilar pajOfage is to be met with in the works pf one 
of the ipoft celebrated authors of the Spaniih nadoo. 
A hdy fpeaiu in the following words t " ^uvb imtUut 

el Rey de mi hermofmu LUmtmnt aaUstj y png» 
tome de que parte de Efpagna era : Dixe le el hi^aTt 
temerofa de que non le ctgajfe my hermofura, £Jfa9- 
** do con mige en efias flaticas j le UegarM a dexiTf 
** como <venia con migo, uno de los mas gallard»sy bet" 
** mofos mancebos que fe podia imagwar, Luegji 
entendt que le dezian por Don G . . , cuya beHeza 
** fe dexa air as las major es qtee encore cer fe pueden* 
** Turbe me confiderandp el peligro que Don C . . 
<* ccrrtay por que entre a quellos barbaros Turcosy en mas 
fe tiene y efima un mucbacbo o mancebo hermofo gui 
una muger por heUtJ/ima que fea. Mando luego el 
Rey que fe ce truxejfen alli delantt para H?er 

his 
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his recolkdion the fituation in which he 
himfelf had been in, a fituation next 
to madnefs, and he ordered Seim to 
be confined} and to wait his final de« 
dfion. 

Some letters from his mother Zorain- 
da were intercepted during Seim's con- 
finement, and delivered to Ifraim. Their 
meaning was not entirely intelligible, 
Seim was ordered before him ; and, on 
his declaring that iuch letters had fallen 
into his hands, and that he'defired a fiirther 
oonfcfTion, Seim fufpedted that he was al- 
ready acquainted with the whole defign, 
and that he only defired his anfwer to 
try his truth, confcflfcd his guilty inten- 
tk>n infligated by his mother, and owned 
that Eleonora's beauty . had favcd hen 
Ifraim took him in his arms, and told 
bim he forgave him ; that he forgave jiis 
mother, whofc revenge proceeded from 
jealoufy : and, to convince him of his 
pardon aind his reconcUiationj he faid he 

would 
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would immediately fettle a part of his 
eftate on him. ' 

This truly generous conduft was fol- 
lowed by another aft of kindnel3: at 
the requeft of Scim, Azela was rcliorcd 
to her fituation. Zoraihda was made 
happy when fhe heard that the difcovciy 
had fo fortunate a terminadon. 

At this jun6hire of affairs. Moles ar- 
rived at Conftantinople. All his inqui- 
ries about Eleonora were, for a long 
time, attended with no (uccefs. Iziluf 
felt fo much intereft in the difcovery, 
that he generoufly (pent an immenfc fum 
of money in order to obtain fatisfadtory 
information of her being in the feraglio 
of the grand feignior. 

• 

When he had afcertained that (he was 
not there, it gave them great fatisfaftion, 
as the inteUigence carried along widi it 
a hope of more eafily obtaining her from 

an 
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an individual than from the fcraglio of 

the fidtan. While they anxioufly waited 

the anfwers to their different letters, 

wherein they had requefted to know by 

what means Eleonora had been conveyed, 

and to whom fhe had been cntrufted, 

Iziluf was informed that his agents had 

received fomi bales of merchandize to 

be forwarded to the Bafhaw Ifraim at 

Conftantinople, and, very Ihortly after, 

a letter, with the communication of Eleo- 

nora's perfon being entrufted to the 

lame Ifraim to prefent to the grand 

fcignior. 

I 

The puniflbment attendant on the de- 
taining her, even a moment beyond the 
neccffary time of her delivery, was fuch 
as induced them to believe that they 
^ were falfely informed, when they were 
affured that (he was not in the poffcffion 
of the fultan. The charafter, too, of 
Ifraim,' his rank in the ftate, his fortune, 

his own fcraglio, of which they had 

heard 
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heard an account, tnd the number €( 
women conuined in it, cohtribuced to 
corroborate their conjedbures. 

Their doubts, and their dtiirt to fyjm 
Gomez, ilimulated their attention, ui 
they were not remi& in their purfint! 
The hcxt ftep to be taken lyas xo ob- 
tain Tome truly creditable informaidon of 
the ftate of Ifraim's houfehdd, 

Iziluf waited on the baifaaw to givjc 
him an account of the lately-arrived 
merchandize, and to announce to him 
the arrival of his own. Ifraim was 
pleafcd widi Iziluf 's manners i and, find- 
ing him a fenfible well-informed man) 
he defircd the plealbrc of being ac- 
quainted widi him. This was a happy 
introdudion, and promifcd to lead tt> 
the dcfired end. Moles was like wife in- 
troduced to the bafliaw, by his friend 
Iziluf, as an Englifhman and a philo- 
fopher, who travelled for his amufcment, 

and 
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and had come to ftudy the manners and 
cuiloms of the Turks at Conftantino^ 
pie. 

Ifraim, .as was intimated before, had 
r refided fonle dme in England, and had 
acquired a Utde of the language. Moles 
was not a diiagreeable introduction. AU 
foreigners met with an eafy admiifion to 
his focicty zhd acxjuaintancet on a letter 
c^ introdoflion. Ifraim was made ac- 
quainted with the ladies, who were fre- 
quendy invited on pardes of pleafure. 

• 

The ferag]io was (hewn to Moles, 
where he faw the firft beauties of Periia, 
Geor^j CircalTia, and Mauritania, and 
looked in vain for Eleonora. Some 
hours were fpent in converfation after 
the vifit had been made, and cWcfly 
related to the fcraglio, and the happinefe 
that Ifraim mull experience in the en- 
joyment of lb many bcaudcs : but Ifraim 

f^d diat he had but litdes that dmc 

in 
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in which he had had the moil had gone 
by; the time in which the fenfes had 
a wonderful aptitude to be affefted in 
the moft lively manner. He faid the 
time was paffed in which his defircs 
were at their height ; lively, turaidtu- 
OUS) and infpiring an infatiaUe curio^ 
fity : now his defires were damped, his 
curiofity weakened, and his occupadons 
fixed: he faw all the women, ihat 
Moles had noticed with admiration, fndi 
in eye of indifference; 

The ftme topic was frequently their 
fobjeft of converfadon, and Ifraim al- 
ways difcovered that he had made men 
and manners his ftudy. His philofbptu- 
cal and ethical refledions were grounded 
on experience : his opinions he put in 
prafldce, as much as it was in his power, 
and his condud proved them fincere. 
On this account, he had exhibited his 
feraglio to a foreigner with as much 
readineft as an Engliflimaji would his 

ftable, 
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ftablc, or a Frenchman, in Ac ancien 
regime^ the boudoir of madamt. Ifraim 
was above the prejudices of his country- 
men« 

From what motive it is difficult to 
account, but, at length, he one day 
told Moles he had feen^ as he thoughty 
all ^* yet there remained one objed, 
whom he had not feen, who, in his 
eyes> at firft had appeared beautiful^ 
but in whom, fince he had been more 
converiant with her mind, he had dif- 
covered more divine attributes than thofe 
tranfitory and evanefccnt features that be- 
long to the exterior. 

Moles was at firft furprifed at Ifraim's 
declaration, and was in hopes that it 
was Eleonora that he meant. On a 
farther defcription, he difcovercd (he 
was fair and not tall. Ifraim pronufed 
him that he fhould fee her. Moles 
went home, exulting with joy at the 

communicationj 
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communication, and imparted it to 
luG his wife, and Sophia. 



Their happincfs, on the imaginary 
difcovcry, entirely occupied them for 
the reft of the day: no other 6Aq^& 
was difcufled but the method to be 
followed if their conjeftures were true; 
all other bufmeis was put afidcj aqdod 
one was admitted* Moles was repeats 
edly foliciced by the women to v& d 
hU endeavours to recover hefj and e&t 
joined as frequently to be as afliduoai 
in his vifics as diligent in his ttt)entioB» 
to the bafhaw^ as if his aflR:^£kion &« 
Gomez had not been a fu0icient moi 
tive to operate on his adivity or affift his 
purfuit. 

The next day, Moles waited on I- 
fraim, who had not forgotten his pro- 
mife, and alkcd him if he was dcfirwi 
of feeing the lady he .had dcfcribed. 
Moles appeared indifferent^ but, as the 

dcfire, 
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lefire, if there was any, was on the 
ide of Ifraim, he faid he would not dlf- 
appoint him.. 

What could be the motive that thus 
>rompted him to exhibit the woman 
!ic loved ? — The women, among the 
Turks, are carefully concealed: with 
jiem, their exhibition is a fpecies of 
proftitution. He ran the ri(k of a dif- 
Covcry: Moles might have been a re* 
lative i he was an acquaintance : he could 
have demanded her reilitutions and, in 
cafe of refufal, could have expofed his 
proceedings to the grand feignior, and 
he would have been condemned to an 
ignominious death. At that time, death 
would have been more difpleafing than 
formerly. What was the motive ? Was 
it confittent with Eleonora's delicate feel- 
ings? Would (he have -^flented if Ihc 
had been confulted ? Was her happi- 
ncfs iiicreafed, or, rather, her mifery al- 
fcviated, by fhewing her to a ftran- 

gcr? 
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gcr? Or was it his vanity alone that 
defined him to elevate himfclf in Molcs's 
opinion by difplaying his pofTeffions? 
He defired his good opinion, as if good 
was no longer fo to him unlefs thus cfti- 
mated by the world. Whatever was the 
motive, he left Moles with the intention 
of introducing Eleonora. 

He returned, and conduced Moles, 
through two or three apartments, into 
one in which he told him he might 
expedt the lady ; and left him a lecomi 
time. Moles's expeftation was now r^cd 
to a point that it could not exceed : his 
fears equalled his hopes ; for, if it fboukl 
be another perfon, where could he look 
for Eleonora? At length, the diftant 
found of the (hutting x>f a door an- 
nounced her approach : the door of the 
room, in which he was, was opened widi 
ceremony, and he law Jfrjrim leading 
a lady, whom he thought was Eleo- 
nora: the Xurkifh drcfs deceived faims 

and, 
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and, in the fame inftant, he correfled 
his opinion, and owned to himfelf that 
he was deceived. They drew nearer 
to him, and he was confirmed in his firll 
opinion. 

He concealed, with difficulty, the ar 
gications of his mind ; and, as (he turned 
bafhfully from his looks, (he had not 
noticed him on her Hrft appearance ; but, 
immediately that flie diredcd her eyes to 
Moles, and was confirmed in her fufpi- 
cion, (he fainted. 

. Ifraim and Moles placed her on a 
couch, and (he foon recovered. When 
fhc came to herfelf, (he turned her eyes 
languilhingly on Moles, and ftretched 
out her beauteous arms to receive him in 
her virtuous embrace. 

Ifraim was much furprifed, but at- 
tributed her conduct to a knowledge of 
Moles either as a relative^ friend, or 

lover. 
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(over. As his wife was at ConftantH 
nople, he did not believe that he was 
a lover, but a brother ; and, as he re* 
marked that ihe ieemed to be ^cqUaint-^ 
cd with Moles, he would not intern^ 
her in her converfation, and he re- 
tired. 

Immediately on his leaving the room, 
Elconora inquired for Gomez and her 
children: firft, if they lived, and where? 
and if they were well? and how he had 
come to Conftantinople, and by what 
means he difcovcred where flie was? 
where was his wife and "Fanny? He 
anfwered to all her inquiries, and that 
he only had come to Conftantinople ifl 
purfuit of her ; and, when he had ob- 
tained her liberty, he intended jo re- 
turn. 



Ifraim again mad^ his appearance; 
and his affeftion, though it had abated 
of its firft force, was vifibly apparent 

CO 
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[oles. He inqinredy with chat in* 
: that is eafily read, how flie. found 
If^ and Moles was revolted at his 
lacy. He fpoke to Eleonora in 
moft tender manner: he brought 
I refrefliment, which he ufcd to her 
Jes, and then led her to her apart* 
:s. 

^hcn he returned, he compHment- 
Vloles on the impreffion that te 
^ on fo much beauty, and inquired 
1 he had before feen her, and if 
7as a relation. As he had not con^ 
:d with Eleonora on any ilatement 
ihould be made in cafe of the 
aw'^ inquiries, and as he feared thatj 
my interrc^tion made to her, (he 
Id naturally expofe the truth, which 
Id confront his declaration, he deter- 
:d to make an expofidon that would 
e with her*s, and h^ related circum« 
res as they really were. 

OL, II K He 
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He told him (he was the wife of 
one of the dearefl friends he had^ whofe 
grief, m confequence of the lois of hcfi 
he would not attempt to delcribe, but 
^would leave Ifraim to judge 6f it t^ 
his own fenfations. He faid^ that Ek< 
onora's great fenfibility was the caufe 
of her illnefs ; a number of ideas ruib- 
ed oh her mind at his light; and told 
himi thatj when fhe had recovered» the 
fubjeft of their converiation was con- 
cerning her huiband and her chil- 
dren. 

Ifraim doubted this account i and, the 
more he rcfleftcd, he thought it the 
more impoflible that her fwoon Ihould 
have been the efFeft of feeing Moks, 
who was only the friend of, her huf- 
band : he became jealous^ and miftruftr 
ed every fyllable that Moles had rela- 
ted. 

Ifraim 
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Ifraim had fo much of Afiatic cha- 
ra6l:er and manners as to be able to 
always conceal the inward fenfations 
of his mind. He had a perfe6t com- 
mand of his countenance : it was im- 
poffible to mark in his face thofe fen- 
lacions of jealoufy that began to corrode 
lis heart. 

The .time that Moles paiTed in his 
[bciety was marked with no other change 
Jian that of increafing his civilities and 
ittention ; and, when he took his leave, 
iie expreffed his regret at the infenfi- 
t>le lapfe of time, and parted with him 
with well-difguifed cordiality and afFec- 
don. 

He then repdred to Eleonora, and 
ippeared unaiixiousj with all ftoic apa- 
Jiy, divefted of every mental perturba- 
ion, and directed his converlation to the 

K 2 point 
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point that he defired to att^ the know- 
k^ of. 

When he difcovered that her account 
was confonnable to the relation that 
Moles had before maide> his conclufioos 
were decifive of his fitft opinions. Had 
Eleonora's narrative deviated in the fmaU- 
eft manner^ he would have been left fliS 
in doubt ; but, as they coincided, it was 
a conceited plan, and their agrecflxot 
made his torture* 

He expreficd a pleafure to lier, oa 
hearing that her accoiait had no( in 
the leaft differed with that of Moks, 
who had raifed himfelf in his good o- 
pinion in confequence. Eleoncxa en« 
treated his permiifion to fee her fiiend 
again in the moil ingenuous manner; 
and thanked him fincerely when he grant** 
ed her requcft. 

When 
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When Moles returned home, he in- 
formed Iziluf and the ladies of his fuc- 
cefs. They hid now every reafon to 
gtvt themrdves up to the mod flat* 
tering hopes. He wrote the fame day 
to GomeZj to communicate the fuc- 
ceft of his undertaking : he told his 
friend thatj in fpite of the diflrefs that 
EJeonora had esqperienced, flie appeared 
to him more beaudful than (he had 
ever been. The reclufe and quiet life 
chat file led eoncrilnited to the embel- 
fiihment of her perfon« He expatiated 
on the g^enerous and manly mind of 
Iftmmj and affured him that he had 
not the leaft doubt of being able to 
compafs the means of obtainmg her> 
and to bring her back to his arms. 

The letter reached Gomez at a mo- 
m;ent that he was reading a lefture to 
his children^ and he communicated to 
the boys the pleafing news that mamma 

K 3 was 
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vizs found) and, he hoped^ would foon 
return. • 



Though Eleonora had now been fe- ] 
paratcd from him for feven long years, 
his afFeAion had in no manner aba* 
ted : the intelligence threw him into a 
fever that was of fome duration. He 
determined to fct oflF for Conilantino- 
pie ; but, when the fever had left him, 
he changed his mind; and, as the af- 
fedion and friendfhip of Moles had 
been tried, he determined to leiave the 
execution of the bufinefs entirely to 
him. He difpatched an anfwer as foon 
as he had recovered, and enclofed a let- 
ter to his wife. 

His impatience was of fuch a oa* 
ture, on fo dear a fubjedk as her re- 
turn, that he had no fooner difpatched 
his letter than he waited the anfwer, as 
if the time had lapfed to juftify his cx- 
peftation. 

Gomez, 
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Gomez, by an uncommon ftrtngth of 
mind, had made himfelf conformable to 
what was likely to become his perma- 
nent (ituation, previous to> the receipt 
of Moles's letter. He had every rea- 
fon. to imagine that lus Eleonora was 
no more, or that, if ihe exifted, it 
was not for him. Thefe refledions 
wrung his hearty and, though he re- 
lifbed them, yet they preyed on him, 
and injured even an adiledc conftitu- 
tioh: his only ambidon was then to 
educate his children: as foon, howe- 
ver* as he heard of Eleonora's fitua- 
don, all his former afiedion was in« 
ftandy excited, all the flames of love 
mgjud in his breaft, and not unnuxed 
with the madnefs of jealoufy at the ba« 
fliaw's pofleffion. 

He rcjefted the torturing idea: he 
knew that he poflefled Ekonora's heart, 
and difdwied to think farther : he knew, 

K 4 that. 
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^that, once rivettcd by an impaffioncd 
affi^dtion.to her very foul, fokkrcd to 
her heart, it was impoffible to difunite 
him* 

- O power of affedion! that attaches 
us to life, even when its ftage repreients 
but an eternal fcene of the tortures of 
the mind! 

Very general experience has eilabliihcd 
a maxim that is almoft proverbial, that 
feparauons, when of fhort duration, ani- 
mate our afFes^ions, but that a long ab- 
fence caufes their extin£i;ion. Gomez 
was under no apprehenfion that .£leo«» 
nora could have adopted this opinion; 
for, he had reaibn to place her above 
htr fex. It was referred for Gomez 
and Eleonora to prove, diat this rulci 
like every other, is fubjedt to an ex- 
ception. It was impoflible for EJeondnt 
tp betray herfel^ or perjure herfclf by 
s^&ing contrary to thofe oatlu fo often 

fworn 
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(worn and (o often repeated : oh yes ! it 
was impoffible : Gomez was her fe- 
curity, and Eleonora his : adverfity had 
never fubdued her conftanqr, and it was 
tnore impoffible, when united to the 
mod noble and the moft generous of 
an our palTionsw 

Such were die pleafing dreams that 
filled Gomez's mind when he had dif- 
patched the letter to his loved Eleo- 
nora. Molcsy in the mean rime, left 
no means untried by which he Ihould 
again obtain the permilfion of feeing 
and fpeaking to her : this was attended 
with fome difficulty, as At 'bafhaw had 
jgrown jealous, and the conformity of 
their relation had incrcaftd 51: t he fuf- 
peftcd that they had concerted fome 
plan to deceive him between them, by 
declaring that there exiftcd no other 
tic than that by which Moles was prompt^ 
ed, the tie of friendihip, that bound 
him to intcrcft himfelf deeply for the 

K 5 welfare 
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welfare of every one that was connedled 
with him. 

Moles faw Ifraim, two days after bis 
vilit^ at a public place> and perceived, 
from his cold reception and his manners 
towards him> that he had changed his 
opinion of him, and fufpe£ted that the 
interview with Eleonora had raifed his 
jealoufy. He took no notice of the 
change, but talked to him as ufual, 
and urged thofe fubjeds whkh he found 
Ifraim to be mod pleafed with. At 
length, after fome converfation, the fub- 
jed; changed to the feraglio, and Moles 
did not avoid talking to him on the 
matter : he extolled the beauties of wMch 
he was m pofieflion, told him of his hap* 
pinefs, and gratified hb vanity. Moles 
faid they had all made the ilrongeft 
imprellion on him : fo much beauty was 
too much to look on. He then fuggcfted 
to him the (ingularity in meeting thus, by 
chance^ with the wife of his friend Gomez. 

Moles's 
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Moles's dUcourfe was fo fimple> (b 
jnvarnifhed, that Ifiraim began to cen- 
lire his own wild conjefhiresj and to 
ittribute them to his pailion. He was 
enfible of the coldnels with which he 
lad received Molesj and endeavoured to 
ipologize for the tffcCt, by appearing 
nore than ufuaUy warm and friendly. 
He prefled him to come with him the 
ame evening to fupper^ which Moles 
leclined> but accepted his invitadon for 
:he next day. Ifraim promifed him that 
le Ihould fee the fair flave : Moles 
miled; and, though that was an unex- 
)e£ted pleafure^ it was net of that kind 
hat Ifraim conjedured. 

The next day Moles waited on Ifraim, 
vho had prepared a fplcndid cntertain- 
ncnt, which was made more fo by the 
jrefence of Elconora. The converfa- 
ion was languid from Eleonora's taci- 
urnity ', fhe had much to fay to Moles, 

K 6 but 
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but was prevented by the prcfence of 
Ifraim and his Ibfi. At hVt zn oppor- 
tunity pr^femed itfelf to talk tA Moks 
of her hufband and her children. Some . 
tuRiult had arifen out of: the pahce that 
required the prefence of ifraim to fop- 
prcis it. The bafhaw left Ekonora and 
Moles with Seim, whofe ignorance of 
the Spaniih langu^ afforded them an 
opportunity of the fireeft converfe. The 
fubjeft of her conne6tions had fy railed 
her feelings^ that Ifraim found her in 
tears on his return. 

Tliis ficuation agdn railed his fuipi* 
dons 5 but, without being too importa* 
nate and too folicitous, he expreffed his 
concern for her fituarion, and looked, 
however, indignant, as he fufpedted the 
caufe was owing to Moles. 

When the dinner was over, Ifraim's 
impatience could no longer be reftrained : 
he drew Seim afide, and afked him ma- 
ny 
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Ay qucftions rclarivc to Elconora*s con- 
fiiGon. What had been the fubjeft of 
Molests converiation during his abfencc ? 
what were the dcmonftration's of his anx- 
iwy ? how had he looked ? how he had 
fpoken ? were among the queftions that 
his jeatoufy prompted him to make. 
They were all made with {o much rapi- 
dity, and in fo much paffion, that Seim 
had not time to nmke a reply before he 
had run through them all; and, when he 
told him that their converfation had been 
in Spanifh, his agitation was foon at its 
height. 

Ifraim meditated, after this' interview, 
nothing lefs than the moft cruel revenge 
on Moles. He imparted his defign to 
Scim, and the motives that urged him 
to murder the ftranger. He expatiated 
on the criminal intercourfe that he was 
confident exifted between them, and 
bound his fon to the execudoa of his 
horrid purpofe. As fi)QDj howcyer, as 

the 
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the deHgn was imparted to hinij be 
flirunk from it with horror. 



Had it been an ordinary perfbn^ Seim 
was not fo hardened in wickedneis as 
to execute fo barbarous a deed^ but> 
when the idea of Eleonora's intereft was 
attached to the obje£t oh which he was 
to enadt itj he recoiled at the thought: 
he ftill loved Eleonora. 

Zorainda came to Conitantmople ; and, 
though happy that Seim's difcovery had 
not terminated in his death, her jea- 
loufy at the preference (hewn to Eleono- 
ra had fo much increafed, that fhe was 
determined to execute the defign> the 
commiffion of which Ihc had commu- 
nicated to Seim, and from whom fhe 
haci received the promife of its perfor- 
mance. She fent for her fon immedi- 
ately on her arrival, and requefled a fa- 
tisfadory account of his proceedings from 
himfelf, of which flie had heard but 

partially. 
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partiallyj and not diftindly the whole 
of them. 

Seim> naturally timid, but frightened , 
at the angry looks of his mother^ he« 
fitatcd for fome dme to gratify her 
impatience with a circumftanttal detaiL 
The paufe that Zorainda made to fuffer 
him to begin was interrupted by herfel^ 
and (he reproached him for his hefitationj 
afked him if he meditated wifehood to 
foothe her with ; and added^ that, if he 
varied a titde from the truths that (he 
would difcover and punifh him with 
unexampled leverity. 

She reproached him for his effemi- 
nacy and his unmanly foftnefs, telling 
him^ that (he believed he had not only 
taken the language and manners of the 
female with the drefs, but alfo the heart 
of a woman. Seim was much affected 
by tlus reproach s and^ as (he .cafl: her 
eyes on his handj ihe difcovered a ring, 

which 
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Which heightened her fiifpicions and in* 
flamed her more than ever. She fuf- 
peded that it came from Eleonora, and 
'deJSred him to tell her whofe gift it 1 
t^as, and ff it was not given to him 
by the fevourite (kve. He denkd that 
it was ^ven to him by Eieonora^ but 
in hch a manner as tx> excite ftiU ftrong- 
er fufpicions. She defired to took at it ^ 
and, as converfant in the value of jewck, 
ihe deemed it raluaUe, and inftfted on 
knowing the donor* 

Seim, thus liarallfed by Htm waking 
jealoufy of his mother, related to her 
how his fcx had been difcovered by 
the wicked Azela, and the confcquent 
treatment of the balhaw. Zorainda, 
whofe imagination ran aWay with her 
reafon, was in the greateft expeftatton 
that ihe (hould difcover fomething that 
might ftimulate her to the accomplifli- 
mcnt of her foul purpofe ^ and, being 
difappointed, was offended. 

Zorainda 
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Zordnda continued, for fome tlme^ 
in all the paroxyfms of fuppreflfed paf- 
fion; butj at length, drawing a dagger 
from her garment, {he ru(hed on Seim, 
and upbraided him with his pufillani- 
mity and his perBdy, and lifted her 
arm with an intent to put an end to 
him. 

Seim reached out his hand, and op- 
pofed her arm, but not with any vio- 
lence, declaring, at the fame time, that 
his life was indifferent to him ; but de<* 
fired, that, if it was her intention to 
kill him, (he would hear him but for 
a few moments, and that he might 
make a full confeflion of his whole 
guilt previous to his death. Zonunda 
deured him to proceed. Seim then 
cpnfcffed to her that Ifraim had ex- 
afted a promife from him to murder 
l^e ftranger that appeared lb zealous in 
Eleonora's intereft i but that he had de-- 

fired 
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Zbrainda then told him of the dan- 
ger to which he was expofed, a^.die 
ihtention of the bafhaw to fmt him to 
death. Moles would fx)t have be£etred 
this latter ctrcumftance> had not the 
previous informanon> the whole c^ which 
he knew to be true, wroi^ht on bis 
idind, and forced him to credit it. 

Mdts was then traniporttd widi in- 
dignation, and expreffid his paflbn 10 
26rainda. He declared diat ht had no 
mote connection with Eleonora dian 
diat of friendlhip; and S^orainda) dioi^h 
die doubted the profeffion^ decked t^ 
fhe was confident of his trmb and his 
honour. He £ud> that no c^ehange 
df look had given ground kit fbch a 
fufpidon; that ^1 their converfation had 
never been out of the fubjeft of her 
&mily, and the l^al^ of her hti&and 
and children i that Eteonora's exailmfia- 
tion had been confronted with hisy and 

they 
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fbcjr had both corroborated the tefti- 
monjr of each other ; and that the ba« 
ihaw was a depraved and bad man to 
have entertained even a fufpicion, and 
a wicked one to have planned fuch fin-* 
gubr revenge. . 

Zorainda a&nted to all that Moles 
laid, and irritated him to puni(h Ifraim 
in the fame manner in which he had 
meditated bis deilru£tion. 

Though Moles wa^ naturally prompt** 
cd to take the courfe that Zlorainda 
pointed out, as if in bis own defeoce« 
yet, dttermined to arm himlelC and to 
place himfelf on his guard from the at* 
tack of aa afla(fin> he nobly difdained 
it. 

When Zorwida perdeived that he 
Itemed not to underiland her, and to 
remain b fufpcnfc^ Ihe repeated due 

pfopoiidon with much compofiKt, and 

dcfircd 
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delired his anfwer ; and^ on finding diac 
he was (truck with difguft and horror 
at the propofirion, ftic fuppreffed her 
paflion, intending diat the execution of 
her defign, which had been twice re- 
' jefted, ihould not be left in the power 
of any one to again refufe it^ and turned 
the converlation with Moles on the belt 
means by which Eleonora's efcape ftom 
the feraglio might be eflfefted. This 
fubjedt Moles embraced with rapture. 
Zorainda perceived his tranfport^ and 
determined that, if he approved of at- 
tempting her efcape^ fhe, at the fame 
time, would accomplifli her revenge, 
which would be attributed to bne of 
the accomplices of Moles, whofe fuc* 
cefs would give colour to the prefump- 
tion. 

This was fo unexpedted and fo flat- 
tering a plan, that Moles could not 
immediately truft himfelf to believe that 
Zorainda was fmcere in her propofal. 

He 
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He conceived that any woman, who 
Biras capable of making the offer that 
(be had before fuggefted, was, at leaft, 
to be miflrufted in an undertaking in 
which Ihe could have no interefl, and 
in which no advantage could accrue to 
herfclf. He turned over and over a- 
gain in his mind. thefe reflexions, when 
he had left her^ and a variety of caufes 
prefcnted themfelves whereby he con- 
cluded that Ihe had been actuated. 

Her perfon had the remains of great 
beauty, and Moles conceived that her 
motives proceeded from jealoufy, but 
its alternate changes from hate to love 
were feldom the caufe of fuch fignal 
revenge. There is a noblenefs of fcn- 
timent, that is ufually the concomitant 
o[ this pafTion, that reftrains from the 
rommiffion of a bafe crime, even when 
hatred has attained the whirlwind of 
paffion: this motive, as he was igno* 
rant of the relationihip that fubfifted be- 
tween 
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tween Ifr^m and Zorainda> was fet a^ 
fide> and he imparted the fu^ft of 
his interview to Iziluf^ who was equal- 
ty as incapable of expl^nihg die e- 
nigma. 

Moles, however, determined to wait 
the iffuc, and to go again to the pkcc 
appomted for their fecond interview. 
During the interval, Ifraim had perfc- 
vered in his mtendon of killing Moles, 
and had communicated the whole of 
his deGgn to Seim, who had carried it 
to his mother. Moles caudoufly ind- 
mated a wiili to know by what means 
Zorainda had obtained this informadon. 
She told him that ihe had no hefitadon 
to declare the means whereby ihe had 
come to the knowledge of it, if ihe 
could afcertain that he had no inten- 
tion any farther than the protection of 
his perfon; that ihe required np moit 
from him than his word. 

Moles 
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Moks gave her his hooourj at the 
fame time dnfw'tng his fabre and luA 
Cog itf ihac the infbrmatioa that ihc 
iboidd be pkaied to give him ihoald 
ncvct be revealed. 

Zoraiflda (kiikd, and inclined her head^ 
indicatory of her aflfent to bis requefl^ 
an^ relying on his honour^ fhe related 
to bun that (be had it from her own fon^ 
who was fo much in the confidence of 
the baihaw^ that he was charged with 
the condu& of the a£&ir ; and promifed 
himj that9 if he had the relcue of £leo* 
nora at his hearty and would repair to the 
fame place the next day^ fhe would 
introduce her fon to himj and finally 
refolve on the intended execudon. 

Moles replied that he would wait on 
her again. That anfwer laid him under no 
obUgation to proceed beyond what was 
confiftent wkh the principles of honour. 

Vol.. 11. L Some 
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Some ideas, however,' arofe in his 
mind, and he doubted Zorainda's fin- 
cerity : yet every thing was to be at- 
tempted for the recovery of the wife of 
his friend. 

He went the next day at the appointed 
hour, and was much furprifed when Zo- 
rsunda prefented Seim, whom he had 
dined with at Ifraim's. The whole myf- 
tery was immediately explained, and he 
inftandy perceived that his firft fufpicions 
were true, and that her defigns arofe 
from jealouiy. 

Eleonora was her rival : but, as chance, 
not choice, had placed her in the fitua- 
tion in which fhe was, her jealoufy fought 
revenge on Ifraim. 

Seim recapitulated Zordnda's diicourfe, 
and added, that his converfation with 
Ifraim in the morning h^d been on the 

fubjcft. 
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fubje^ and that» b dure days from 
that dmct Moles was to receive an in* 
vitation from the bafhaw. 

This infoitnadon gave Moles greaC 
[dealuret as the acceptance of the in^ 
vitadon would corroborate the truth of 
Seim's aflertion. Zorainda dien aflced 
Moles if he was afraid to accept the 
bvitatton^ and to wait on the bafhaw ? 
who rcfdiedt by no means; that he 
would only place himfelf on hb guard, 
and take very litde more precaudon than 
what he had ufually done. 

Zorainda then applauded his courage* 
and told him, that, at the moment that 
her fon Ihould announce the death, he 
(hodd effeft his efcape with Eleonora. 
When Moles returned home, he found 
die inviudon fit)m Ifi^m, correfponding 
exactly with what he had heard from 
Seim. He communicated every thing to 
I^u^ wh(H for &ar of danger^ foliciced 

La to 
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to be near the palace in cafe <^ any 

emergency. 

The day being arrived, Mdes re- 
paired co the pakce. On tm entrancci 
he was received by Seinii v9ho wa$ 
dre£fed in the cbarafter 6f a jsm&ixf^ 
who uihercd him into aa sqiartiikent near 
to Eieonora's^ Seim drfiied that, bt 
form, he woi^ remain ihtfe fomt time : 
he confented, but not withow Sfme fuf- 
pidon of treachery^. Afteir a fliort ome, 
£leononi a^^ared, attended l^ Azela afid 
two Turks, who, by their dre&' and the 
noblenefs of their deportment, appeared 
men of diftin<%oh. After &kidng Moks, 
one of the Turkifh gendemen told her 
in Spaniih that fhe was free, ^ and that 
a boat near the gardm was ready to obey 
her orders, and carry her and her lover 
wherever they defired. 

This was pleafing intelligence : Mdes 
rofe, and conduded Ekonoraj whUe A- 

zela 
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zela (hewed them the way. Seim bade 
them farewell and added, that he haf- 
tened to Ifraim to acquaint him with the 
execution of hia orders. 

While they were crofllng a yard, a 
fudden clamour arofe, that was more 
diftinfUy heard owing to the ftiUncfs that 
reigned around s and they perceived two 
men running towards them. Moles in- 
fiandy drew his fabre, and they inftandy 
threw themfelves on their knees, implo- 
ring his mercy. He afked them the 
occafioa of their proftratcd pofture, but 
they were fo iterrified that fpeech had 
left theoiy and they pointed to that part 
of the palace whciice the noife iSuedg 
and which had now increafcd. 

Moles turned his head and gave a 
look at Eleonora, who had fainted in 
the arms of Azela, and proceeded to the 
place of conf ulion. 

L 3 He 
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He met fcvcral of the fervants of the 
ba(haw flying in the greateft fright, and 
proceeded. At length he came to the 
apartment* On his entrance, his eyes 
were caught by a figure on the ground that 
ieemed to be in the laft agonies of death. 
On approaching the body, he difcdvercd 
Ifraim, from whom the blood liTued. 
He had been mortally Wounded in the 
bread. Moles defired the attendants to 
raiie him to a fopha. 

He was juft ienfible enough to recol- 
left Moles> and indicated his furprife by 
his attention. He told him he had 
wronged him, and' that he defired his 
forgivenefs. That he had plotted his 
death, and that he thought he had ac- 
complifhed his intention ; but was happy 
that he lived, and defired that he would 
take his loved Eleonora and proteft her j 
and indicated to the attendant his defire 

m 

that fuch a cheft fhould be brought, 

which 
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which he prefcnted to MoleSj and told 
him that there was treafure fufficientto 
make him eternally happy. 

At the moment that Ifetim was faying 
thefe few words to Moles» 2k>r^da and 
her fon appeared ^ and^ in the weak 
flate that he was^ he appeared pleafed 
with their appearance. He fhewed great 
contrition when 2^rainda approached, 
aiid it was evident that fhe had former- 
ly poITefTed his affeAions. He left the 
bulk of his fortune to Zorainda and hew 
fon. 

Moles conjeftured that the death of 
the bafhaw had been the contrivance of 
Zorainda. The propofals that fhe had 
made to himfelf^ and the evident agi- 
tation, confufion, and forrow, which ap- 
peared even then the efFeft of repen- 
tance^ inclined him to credit his fuf- 
picion. 

L 4 Zorainda 
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Zorainda thanked Moles fmwrely for 
having defended the bafhaw^ thoi^ in 
vain. The attendants had reported that 
he attempted his defence. Her expref- 
fions of oHigation were, however, ac- 
companied with regret that his efforts 
bad been inefie&ual. 

Moles returned to Eleonor8» wh<^t 
fenfibility had been much excited at his 
fudden departure, and had be«i in tre^ 
inulous agitation during the whok dmc 
of his abfence. 

' When Moles explained the caufe of 
his ftay, and the. aflaffination of Ifrainii 
Eleonora was much afiefted. Moles re* 
conduced her to her apartments in the 
pdace i and, the thoughts of heir being 
again in the place that flie had felt fo 
much joy on quitting, afliftcd her in re- 
covering her fpirits, and fhe defircd 
that Moles would take her to his wife 

and 
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and Fanny. He compliedj and die 
fweet friends once more embraced each 
other. 

Zoramda fcnt a mcflage die next day, 
trntreating die favour of Moles to wait 
on her with jplleonora. This requeft 
was complied with; and, as Zorainda 
imagined that Moles had a ftrong fuf- 
picion of the perfon who caufed the 
death of the bafliaw, fhe made Elconora 
a very handfome prefent, thinking that 
the gift would prevent his divul^ng 
the fccret. They parted with great cor- 
diality ; for, Moles's fufpicions were never 
confirmed. 

Gomez was now informed of the fuc- 
eels of Moles's undertakings and once 
more kiffed Eleonora's letters to no- 
thing. The news was fo pleafmg to 
him, that, had he not received her let- 
ters, he had difbelieved the account of 
her liberation. But every line was an 

L 5 aflurance 
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aflto'ance ahd an undoubted pledge that 
her perfon was free, and diac her dioughts 
alone were in flavery, captives to her 
afieftions for her Gomez. 

He inilandy dUpatched letters to Ele- 
onora and Moles> and delired that they 
would return with all poflible expedi- 
tion, and that he would immediately fee 
out for Marfeilles and wait their ar- 
rival, 

Gomez' anfwers arrived on the cvc 
of their embarkation. IziluPs afiairs 
were in fuch a fituation^ that' he could 
not leave Smyrna with Moles; but he 
was obliged to promife them that, as 
foon as his affairs cotild be arrangecl, be 
would fettle himfelf and family with* them 
in the fouth of France. 

It was, however, a great difappoint- 
ment to their happinefs to leave Izi* 
luf and Fanny behind i but there was 

no 
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no remedy. They took leive^ and fet 
(ail. 

Fanny had committed her ekkft daugh- 
ter to the care of Eleonora, with her 
wifhes that her eldeft fon might be united 
to her in marriage. 

Gomez obtained a promife from the 
governor, that, on a proper inipedion 
of the Ihips, his wife and friends fhoukl 
not be fubmitted to the required qua- 
ranrine. 

Gomez remained conftandy on the 
watch for the arrival of the veffel -, and, 
to' OQC that fears and hopes, time is fe- 
verely felt. 

One evening, after Gomez was tired 
of watchmg and walking on the pier, 
and had retired home, the veffel ar- 
rived at Marfeillcs 5 and it was not till 
the following morning early that the 

L 6 governor 
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governor difpatchcd a fcrvam to him, 
informing him of her arrival. 

The governor performed his pro- 
xnifc; and, after infpeftion had been 
made, the quarantine of the four paf- 
fengers, viz. Moles, Ekonora, Sophia, 
and Fanny's daughter, Zeidly, was dif- 
pcnfed with; though their goods. and 
trunks, and all their apparel, were 0- 
bliged to perform quarantine. 

Gomez could not believe it poffibic 
that plague could inhabit in fo pure and 
fpodefs a pcrfon as that of Eleonora. 
He went to the fhore, and waited anxi- 
ouffy till the infpeftion was performed, 
and was at length plealed to fee a boat 
put out from the veffel with the dear 
partner of his heart. Eleonora foon 
diftinguiflied Gomez on the fhore, and 
waved her handkerchief^ as a fignal of 
her delicious tranfport. 



% 
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A few ftrokes of the oars foon brought 
the boat to the Ihore. Gomez fup- 
prefTed his fenfations^ and was fuffi- 
ciently mailer of himfelf: he walked 
to the boat, and faid he would lift 
her out. Eleonora clafped him in her 
arms, ejaculated his name in a wild 
manner, and, with a fcream, fell in a 
fwoon in his embrace. Gomez changed 
colour, and defired afliftance to fup- 
port her. He was too weak to hold 
her. Moles ran to their afliftance, fright- 
ened at Eleonora's appearance, and dread- 
ing that the refult might be fatal to her. 
He attempted to feparate Eleonora and 
Gomez, but without efFeft. Her arms 
were twined round him, and knotted fo 
fad together that it was in vain to try 
to feparate them. 

The boys called on her to gladden 
them with her return j and Gomez, who 
had overcome the eflFcft of his fright, 

endeavoured 






^54 GOMEZ AND ELBONORA. 

endeavoured to awaken her to life and 
love. 

Gomez was at firfl ignorant of the 
dangerous fituadon in which fhe was; 
but her continuance in the fame way 
excited his furprife and apprehenfions. 
The crowd that had now gathered a- 
round them had no doubt of what he 
would not allow himfelf to fufped. 

At length ftie feemcd to be reco- 
vering; a languid pulfe indicated figns 
of returning life. She evidently breathed 
again, or rather gafped for breath: the 
heavy eye-lid feemed to raife itfelf with 
difficulty, and the eye, though want- 
ing all its former luftre, fought the ob- 
jeft of her afFeftions, to enjoy one laft 
look before it was clofcd in death. Ek- 
onora once more repeated " Gomez!" 
diftindly, and again the firft fyllablc 
" Gom ....'* — and died. 
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Her iinhappy Gomez was too much 
afflidted to be at>le to give his forrow 
vent by fpeech. He remained motion- 
kfs, dumb^ am} iofenfible. 

. The fame evening, he grew deli- 
rious; and, foon after, raging mad. 
He grew better, became fcnfible, but 
was obftinate in refufmg any fuftenance, 
and died. Moles defired that they might 
be buried in the fame cofEn, with the 
followmg epitaph engraved on the (op 
of it. 

Agui yacen los cuerpos 

De Gomez J EUmora. 
El uno for el otro wweron. 
El uno por el otro morieroH.* 

Moles paid the lad duties to the 
a(hes of his friend. Sophia wept at 



* Here lie the bodies of Gomez aod Eleonora* — > 
They lived and died for each other* 

their 
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their misfortunes. The jewels, that had 
been bequeathed to Eleonora by Ifraim, 
he difpofed of for her children, and 
laid out the money that he had ac- 
quired by the falc in land for them. 
He improved the purchafe that Go- 
mez had made, and adopted his chil<^ 
dren. Inftead of proceeding to Eng- 
land, he determined to make a pur- 
chafe of a farm near the fmall eftate 
of his decealed friend, and by fo doing 
he could attend to both. 

Moles inherited the greateft part of 
Mr. Gonfaivo's property. Mrs. Gonfal- 
vo left England to rcfide with her daugh- 
ter and fan- in -law. 

Iziluf and Fanny arrived foon after 
the fatal cataftrophe, and Zeidly was 
married to Gomez's cldeft fon. 



THE END. 
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